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ABOUT THE BOOK

Dalek is the never-before-told history of the Doctor’s most dangerous enemies, the famous ‘Outer Space Robot People’ of the planet Skaro – from their genesis in the thousand-year conflict between Thals and Kaleds, to their survival of the Time War and (as foreseen by the Time Lords) their conquest of the universe. Along the way, the authors also reveal all-new stories about these legendary creatures – terrifying near-mythical adventures, startling visual recreations of never-before-seen conflicts, and more. Each of them helps shed new light on what has become the most feared alien race in the universe.

With full-colour illustrations, concept art, cutaways, diagrams, comic strips and more, Dalek is a dramatic retelling of the ascent of the ‘supreme race’, and the story of the mysteries that lurk in unexplored corners of the universe. It is the ultimate celebration of all things Dalek.
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A celebrated writer and Creative Consultant to the BBC Books range of Doctor Who books, Justin Richards lives and works in Warwick with his wife and two children. When he’s not writing, he can be found indulging his passion for inventing, reading and watching far too much television.

Number One Bestseller Cavan Scott has written for such popular series as Star Wars, Star Trek, Vikings, Warhammer 40,000 and, of course, Doctor Who. He’s the writer of Titan Comic’s ongoing adventures of the Ninth Doctor and was one of the 2016 World Book Day authors.
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INTRODUCTION

The Doctor once described the Daleks as ‘living, bubbling lumps of hate’. These warlike creatures from the planet Skaro have been his most dangerous and tenacious enemy since the very beginning of his adventures in space and time. Their cry of ‘Exterminate!’ has echoed across the universe, inspiring fear on every planet as they sought to spread their empire far and wide.

From the moment of their creation on Skaro by the Kaled scientist Davros, the Daleks have been embroiled in conflict with the alien races they encounter. Their fascination with humankind has led to countless forays to Earth, where traces of Dalek aggression can be found throughout recorded history … and where this time-travelling race has already intervened in the planet’s future.

For humankind, the Daleks have become creatures of legend, with rumours and stories of this formidable enemy abounding. They have entered the cultural psyche in many countries around the world, with representations in comic strips, novels, audio adventures and films. The history of the Daleks would not be complete without an account of how they have been depicted – on television, on stage, and in merchandising – by one of their sworn enemies, the human race.

They have travelled across the universe to conquer other planets, subjugating inhabitants they deem inferior to their supreme race and expanding the reach of their empire. No matter the setback, the Daleks have pursued their agenda of conquest and destruction.

The Time Lords claimed to have foreseen a time when the Daleks would have destroyed all other life forms and become the dominant creatures in the universe. To thwart their plans, the Time Lords sent the Doctor back in time to try to prevent the Daleks’ creation. He didn’t succeed, and out of this act was born the Last Great Time War, a conflict that threatened the very fabric of time itself. With the conflicting timelines now sealed to prevent the universe from being inadvertently destroyed, the chronology of this devastating conflict remains shrouded in mystery to this day.

Although we cannot be sure whether the Dalek race will ultimately triumph or be exterminated themselves, we can take comfort from the knowledge that their greatest enemy – the Doctor – has defeated them time and time again.

[image: Image]
The Daleks in their classic grey and black livery. Whatever the colour scheme, the Children of Davros were feared the galaxy over.
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An aerial shot of a Dalek invasion fleet captured by an Imperial Earth Spydrone. Military analysts were intrigued to see a Spider-Dalek in the assembled force, a configuration that, until this point, had never been seen in intelligence reports.
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THE ORIGINS OF THE DALEK RACE

The Dalek race was forged in a crucible of war, hate and genocide.

Such inauspicious origins are perhaps unsurprising, given the Daleks’ proclivity for such violent endeavours, but the truth behind their creation can, in part, help to explain some of what drives them as a species.

Surviving records from the Daleks’ home planet of Skaro are scarce and fragmented, and at times contradictory. What is certain is that once, many thousands of years ago, Skaro was home to two dominant species – the Kaleds and the Thals.

Both the Kaleds and the Thals were bipedal humanoids, although their internal physiology differed greatly from the people of Earth, whom they outwardly resembled. It is thought that both races stemmed from a common ancestry, and that at some point in their prehistory the species diverged. It is this division that inevitably gave rise to the escalating hostilities between them, as they competed over land, resources and differing ideologies, each becoming increasingly isolationist as time went on.

In appearance the Thals were tall, fair and muscular, typically blond, with startling blue eyes, whilst the Kaleds were shorter, slimmer, with a genetic bias towards dark hair and pale complexions. Where the Thals were initially aggressive and militaristic, the Kaleds were more thoughtful and studious. They were renowned as teachers and philosophers, but over time this thoughtfulness gave way to wretched bitterness, and in turn, that bitterness evolved into a rampant xenophobia, directed at the Thals.

The Kaleds became ever more inward-looking and suspicious of the Thals. When they saw that the Thals had erected a massive protective dome over their capital city, they followed in kind, furthering their isolation, committing themselves to centuries of subterranean living, from which they rarely emerged.

It is no longer clear which side committed the first act of outright aggression, with some legends claiming the warlike Thals were responsible, while others cited a pre-emptive strike by the Kaleds. The two races engaged in a series of tireless wars that spanned a thousand-year period – a terrible, world-shattering conflict that left Skaro desolate and irradiated, and both Kaleds and Thals depleted, desperate and irrevocably changed.

During this Thousand Year War, the Kaleds turned their keen scientific intelligence to developing increasingly horrific chemical, biological and nuclear weapons to use against the Thals, and an arms race ensued, as each side struggled to gain the upper hand. Over time, however, their weapons became increasingly less sophisticated as resources became scarce, and the effects of the conflict began to have a noticeable impact on the physiologies of both species. This was compounded when the Kaleds began detonating nuclear warheads, which exposed combatants on both sides to the mutating effects of the ensuing radiation.

The Kaleds hunkered down and continued in their quest to devise even more devious weapons. They had evolved into a fascistic, intolerant race, supremely self-confident and convinced of their own superiority over the Thals. After all this time, they would not be satisfied with anything but the total annihilation of the Thal race.

However, the genetic mutations caused by the fallout from the nuclear war were becoming increasingly severe, and the Kaleds soon realised that they had doomed themselves as well as their enemy. As their numbers dwindled, the Kaleds turned their attention to finding a means to survive, to reverse the mutations, but all seemed lost – the effects were too wide ranging, their DNA too corrupted. Their greatest scientific minds were at a loss, and their civilisation was on the brink of collapse. All they could do was focus on devising ever more heinous weapons in their quest to eradicate their enemy.


The Dals

It is sometimes postulated that there might, at one time, have existed a third intelligent species on Skaro, the Dals, which were later obliterated in the terrible Thousand Year War between the Kaleds and Thals. Over time the surviving Thals, reduced to a mere shadow of what they had once been, appear to have conflated the Dals and the Kaleds into a common enemy. However, the surviving Thal history slates are difficult to reconcile, referring to established facts alongside strange myths regarding visitors from other worlds.





[image: Image]
A lone Dalek patrols the Plains of Annihilation on Skaro, sifting through the remnants of a Thal settlement.





DAVROS

While Thal society essentially devolved during the Thousand Year War, the Kaleds continued to maintain a more authoritarian, scientific community, preserving their technological prowess despite the scarcity of resources. While many of their most capable scientists were deployed to research potential solutions for the genetic mutations that were now afflicting their people, their Chief Scientist, Davros, took an altogether different approach.

Davros was a man blighted by the War, horrifically scarred and disabled, forced to permanently exist in a life-support chair of his own devising. His list of afflictions was extensive, and might have proved the end of someone who lacked his fanaticism and innate desire to perpetuate the Kaled race.

His torso had been severed at the waist, meaning that he could not survive outside of his life-support chair for more than a few moments without his remaining organs going into fatal shock. He was missing his left arm, and the flesh of his face and upper body was terribly burned and scarred. This had resulted in his inability to open his eyes, effectively blinding him, and so a cybernetic eye had been installed in his forehead to afford some degree of compensation. His larynx had also been damaged in the attack, necessitating the electronic enhancement of his voice, and leaving him with a distinctive, sinister drawl.

Davros considered himself a futurist, outside of the morality of his, or any other, people. He was certain of his own superiority, and in the fascistic society that the surviving Kaleds had established, he thrived.

Over time he became convinced that the mutation of his people had become an unstoppable force and believed their DNA was now so corrupted that no matter the efforts of his colleagues, the Kaleds in their present form could not be saved. Following this line of thought to its logical conclusion, Davros began to experiment upon mutant Kaled embryos, instigating further alterations, attempting to follow the path of mutation through to its inevitable end. What he discovered was a creature so fragile, so helpless, that it changed his entire outlook on the war and the ongoing survival of his race.

Davros knew now that the future of his people lay not in the simple eradication of the Thals, but in orchestrating the survival of the future form of the Kaled race.

To do so, Davros devised a plan: he would accelerate the mutations en masse and build protective travelling machines to house the resulting life forms – the final form of the Kaled race. Then, without compunction, he would instigate the total annihilation of all other life on Skaro, including the remaining Kaleds – even if this entailed allying himself with the Thals to destroy the Kaled city.

The surviving mutants – Davros’s new ‘Daleks’, their name an anagram of ‘Kaleds’ – would be all that survived in the ashes.

As Davros set about the creation of his new race – as he had now come to see it – he designed a series of ‘improvements’, intent on equipping the Daleks with the many varied tools they would require to ensure their survival. He fitted their travel machines with powerful weaponry, but in a move that would prove even more contentious, he began to further manipulate the genetic structure of the mutants, isolating and removing any characteristics he deemed flawed or weak. Thus the first Daleks were forged from the remnants of the Kaled race, with no morality, no compassion, and no emotion save for hate. Imbued with Davros’s keen sense of self-belief and superiority, they saw themselves as the ultimate expression of the Kaled race.



[image: Image]
The Eye of the Creator – portrait by unknown artist (thought to have been exterminated upon completion of the piece), depicting Davros, creator of the Daleks.





[image: Image]
The inner workings of the early Dalek travel machines were complex and innovative – a triumph of design and engineering.





All was not well inside Davros’s bunker, however. A number of the other Science Officers were beginning to have grave misgivings about how far Davros was willing to go in his pursuit of the Dalek ideal. Trapped in the bunker, unable to get word out to the Kaled city, they found themselves powerless against Davros, who, now armed with a small force of Daleks, found it a simple matter to quash such rebellion. Davros had assumed complete command of the bunker – any and all who opposed him were marked for extermination.

It is during this period that the Doctor – a renegade Time Lord from the planet Gallifrey – visited Skaro on a clandestine mission. Thrown into the midst of the still-raging war, the Doctor had been tasked by his people with interfering with the evolution of the Dalek race.

The Time Lords were a race of time-travelling humanoids who, at some point during their history, had appointed themselves guardians of time and space. They had seen the terror which followed in the wake of Davros’s creations – the chaos and destruction they would wreak across the entire universe – and believed their only recourse was the complete destruction of the Dalek project during this, its fragile infancy. If they could be stopped now, billions of lives could be saved. Alternately, the Doctor’s presence might permit the Time Lords to learn of an intrinsic weakness within the Daleks that could be used against them later.



[image: Image]
When Davros looked to the moons of Skaro, he imagined a universe ringing with the sound of extermination.
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Deep inside the bunker on Skaro, Davros plotted the means by which his Daleks would become the supreme form of life in the galaxy.





The Doctor, however, saw the inherent irony in the genocide of an entire fledgling race to prevent future crimes at their hands. After stirring up further discord amongst Davros’s fellow scientists, he hesitated at the crucial moment, failing to destroy the mutant Kaled embryos in Davros’s ‘nursery’.

It soon transpired that, rather than avert the course of Dalek evolution, the Doctor’s presence had, in fact, served only to strengthen Davros’s resolve.

Now more certain than ever that his creations would survive the war on Skaro and go on to become a supreme force in the wider universe – a fact corroborated by the Doctor’s very presence and information he had extracted from the Time Lord that set out the Daleks’ future plans – Davros did the unthinkable: he set his creations free.

With no limitations or guiding hand, the Daleks did only what they had been created by Davros to do. Reasoning that they should be the only life forms permitted to survive on Skaro, they turned on Davros and the remaining Kaleds, destroying them all.

Free from the shackles of their creator, the Daleks emerged from the underground laboratories and began to build. They erected a vast city, Kalaann, amongst the ruins of the old Kaled stronghold. Kalaann was designed to accommodate their new forms, with powered gangways, ramped walkways and elevators – a city within which the Daleks could consolidate their control.

The Thal forces, however, were gathering for another attack. The war, as they saw it, was far from over, and the destruction of the Kaleds presented them with an opportunity. The Daleks were still a fledgling race, their numbers low. If Kalaann could be breached, then the Thals might yet gain the upper hand.



[image: Image]
Minutes before Davros’s own creations turned upon him, a closed-circuit camera captured this haunted likeness.





[image: Image]
Davros and his escort in the bunker beneath Kalaann.





The Daleks, however, were aware of this impending threat, and took the only course they could. Safe in the warren of their city, they detonated a neutron bomb, which finally ended the War, virtually obliterating the Thals.

In doing so, however, the Daleks trapped themselves within the confines of their city for over five hundred years. The surface of Skaro was so irradiated that, even inside their travel machines, they could no longer venture beyond the prison they had constructed for themselves. They had become the masters of Skaro – of their entire known universe – but they were trapped, inside their travel machines, and inside their city.

THE RE-EMERGENCE OF THE THALS

The fallout from the neutron explosion left the surface of Skaro all but scoured of life. The forests were petrified, the animal life eradicated or mutated beyond recognition, and the once arable lands transformed into dusty plains. Even the air itself was infused with deadly radiation, rendering the planet hostile to almost all forms of life.

From deep within their city the Daleks monitored the gradually dropping radiation levels outside. Unable to confirm whether the Thals had been eradicated, and unable to send scouting parties into the poisoned atmosphere, they continued strengthening their defences. At the same time they sought ways to free themselves from their travel machines, upon which they had now become utterly dependent, drawing static electricity from the walkways they’d assembled throughout the city.

A small enclave of Thals had, in fact, survived the neutron bomb, and formed a makeshift community atop one of the high plateaus, where the soil remained viable for supporting agriculture. They had not escaped unchanged, however, and although they developed anti-radiation drugs to combat the poisoned atmosphere, they were not immune to its mutating effects.

The Thals recovered quickly, however, and over the ensuing five hundred years, any sign of mutation all but disappeared from their gene pool. What remained was a race of farmers and hunter-gatherers, which had returned to an easier, pastoral way of life.

Additionally, as the new Thal society developed, they adopted new philosophies, too, becoming pacifistic, shying away from conflict. This pacifism soon became a defining trait of the Thal race, completely at odds with their more aggressive, ancestral roots. They kept themselves hidden from the Dalek City, and while they did not flourish, they survived.

The arrival on Skaro of the Doctor and his companions Susan, Ian and Barbara, though, served as a catalyst to bring the two indigenous races into conflict once again. Upon travelling to Kalaann in search of assistance, they found themselves captured by the Daleks, who initially took them to be surviving Thals – the first such confirmation they had received in centuries.

The Daleks learned from the Doctor that the Thals had managed to develop anti-radiation drugs, and despatched Susan to procure some, keeping the others captive. After securing the drugs, Susan attempted to broker peace between the Daleks and the Thals, whose crops were beginning to fail, and who were in desperate need of food and other resources.

An exchange was arranged between the two races, with the Daleks promising food. However when the time came, the xenophobic Daleks ambushed the Thals, driving the survivors back into the cover of the Petrified Forest.

Meanwhile, the Daleks began testing the Thals’ anti-radiation drugs upon themselves, only to discover that the chemicals proved deadly to their mutated physiology. Discerning that they now needed radiation to survive, the Daleks devised a plan to release further radiation from their nuclear reactors beneath the city. This would both exterminate the surviving Thals and poison the atmosphere enough for the Daleks to be able to venture out from the confines of their city.

The Doctor and his companions managed to escape from Kalaann in the confusion surrounding the ambush and rendezvoused with the Thals in the Petrified Forest. However, because they still needed mercury from the Dalek City, they attempted to persuade the Thals to mount an attack on Kalaann. At first the pacifistic Thals refused, but eventually they came to see that they had no option but to intervene.

Together with the Doctor and Ian, the Thals raided the city, and were successful in both stopping the nuclear explosion and disabling the Daleks’ main power supply. With their supply of static electricity gone, the Daleks became immobile. Kalaann was shut down, eventually no more than a dusty museum.

After more than a millennium and a half, the Thals had finally won the war, and it seemed that the Daleks were no more.



[image: Image]
In the aftermath of the neutron bomb much of Skaro was laid waste, and the decaying shells of Daleks littered the silent battlefields.





MYTHS, LEGENDS AND CREATION MYTHS

In the millennia that followed, the Daleks went on to conquer thousands, if not millions more inhabited worlds. On many of these worlds, where scant few survivors, refugees or slaves lived on to form sparse communities in the wake of the Dalek destruction, scores of myths, legends and stories sprang up to explain the origins of the bizarre, horrific invaders to future generations.

Indeed, throughout the known universe, the Daleks have become an enduring source of nightmarish inspiration, fuelling fireside tales with talk of their croaking metallic voices, their near-invincibility and their utter lack of mercy.

Some of these legends take the form of parables, casting the Daleks in the role of ‘devils’ from another realm, come to bring punishment to the people of the world in retribution for their perceived misdemeanours. Others envision them as ‘bogey-men’, terrifying monsters that come in the night to ‘exterminate’ misbehaving children; or ancient gods from beyond the stars, existing only to wreak vengeance upon the unfaithful.

On rare occasions these tales are found to have some basis in truth, derived from the established history of Skaro and the Thousand Year War between the Kaleds and the Thals. Often, though, this history has become warped in the retelling, moulded to accommodate the conquered races’ own history.

One such creation myth tells of the Daleks of Dalazar, a continent on the planet Skaro, where a race of blue-skinned, humanoid Daleks lived amongst the mountains. These Daleks are described as having a short, ungainly appearance, with over-sized craniums. In marked similarity to the historical accounts, these humanoid Daleks were locked in a bitter war against the Thals, who lived on a neighbouring continent across a vast ‘Sea of Ooze’.

The Dalek leader was known as Drenz, a figurehead who had demonstrated pacifist inclinations, speaking out against the war with the Thals. This eventually led to his public assassination at the hands of the Dalek Warlord Zolfian, who seized control of the Dalek administration and appointed himself their new commander. The offensive against the Thals continued, and more and more Daleks were allocated to the construction of neutron bombs. Zolfian intended to deploy these against the Thals, hurling them across the Sea of Ooze at the neighbouring continent.

Meanwhile, Zolfian tasked his Chief Scientist, Yarvelling, with creating an army of war machines to use against any surviving Thals. The test machines – automated robots designed to enter the irradiated war zone – were successful, and soon went into mass production.

However, on the eve of the neutron bombardment, a meteorite strike destroyed the war machine plant and the neutron bomb stores, utterly devastating Dalazar. Zolfian and Yarvelling were protected from the blasts in an underground bunker, where they were subsequently forced to remain for two years.

Upon emerging they found Dalazar had been comprehensively irradiated, and soon realised that exposure to the atmosphere had poisoned them. The surviving Daleks had horrifically mutated, although in doing so, they had developed a far superior intellect. One of the mutants had crawled inside the shell of a surviving war machine, and this ‘machine Dalek’ took it upon itself to force Zolfian and Yarvelling to rebuild and restart the war machine production line. They died just as it was completed, and the other surviving Dalek mutants were able to adopt their new artificial shells. The Dalek race as we know it had been born.

Still other tales suggest entirely contradictory origins for the Daleks, becoming new creation myths, layering fiction upon historical fact until the truth becomes barely perceptible. One such unusual myth appears to have arisen on the human colony of Mars, following an ill-fated expedition to the planet Ollendorf 2.

It was a time of great conflict for the human space colonies, before their ongoing expansion led to the founding of the First Great and Bountiful Human Empire. They were engaged in a fierce and embittered conflict with the Daleks which was largely contained to the vulnerable, outlying planets, known as the ‘outer ring’. Dalek forces, however, had been encroaching, drawing ever closer to Earth’s Solar System and the heart of the human race.

Human technology was proving largely inadequate in the face of the superior Dalek weaponry, until the discovery of an incredibly rare mineral, Exxtellium. This had properties that made it – and anything coated in it – completely resistant to Dalek energy beams.

After prospecting scores of planets, however, the humans had located only enough Exxtellium to shield a single ship but this had proved almost unstoppable against the Daleks. Securing a more substantial supply of Exxtellium appeared to be the only means by which the humans could repel the Daleks and end the conflict, and thus a desperate hunt was launched to find more.	

When prospectors Joel Kendon and Dag Richie saw the results of an unmanned probe they had sent to the obscure, unpopulated planet Ollendorf 2, they could hardly believe their luck – the planet appeared to be formed almost entirely from Exxtellium. They immediately mounted a secretive mission to reach the planet and claim it for mining, believing that not only would they ensure their own financial security, but that the planet represented the very real possibility of an end to the war and the complete destruction of the Dalek forces.



[image: Image]
During the great diaspora that led to the founding of the First Great and Bountiful Human Empire, humans took to the stars in their millions.





However, an undercover Dalek agent posed as the pilot of the vessel, and soon compromised the mission. Their ship was pursued across deep space by a small but deadly contingent of Daleks.

Upon arrival, the crew were soon able to confirm their original findings – Ollendorf 2 was comprised almost entirely of Exxtellium, so pure that it could be deployed without refining. However, conditions on the planet proved hostile, and their Dalek pursuers arrived shortly after, intent on securing the planet to ensure the humans could never successfully mine the Exxtellium.

After the rest of his party had been killed by the Daleks and their agent, Joel Kendon escaped into a cave system deep within the jungle. There he discovered the true secret of Ollendorf 2: human scientist Bryant Anderson had marooned himself there, intent on hiding his scientific discoveries from the universe.

With the Daleks closing in on their location, Kendon interrogated Anderson about his work. Anderson explained he had been researching the Daleks, and uncovered an alarming truth about their origins.

Anderson claimed that, long in Earth’s past, a race known as the Halldons had visited the planet and kidnapped a number of prehistoric humans, transporting them to the planet Ameron. There, the Halldons carried out a number of experiments on the proto-humans, accelerating their development so that they soon developed language and tools, evolving along a similar path to their kin on Earth – only at a much faster rate.

As the proto-humans developed increasing signs of aggression, the Halldons deemed their experiment over, and attempted to terminate their ‘test subjects’. The proto-humans had grown wise, however, and turned on the Halldons, destroying them. Left to their own devices, the Ameron humans continued to develop at an accelerated rate, constructing horrific weapons, growing increasingly hostile and aggressive, and eventually evolving into the form now recognised as Daleks.

Anderson told Kendon that the Daleks were the natural end result of human evolution. He had hidden himself away on Ollendorf 2, believing that the human race was not ready to hear of his findings. Anderson and Kendon were both exterminated by the Daleks, and the planet’s Exxtellium remained unmined.

Later historians, finding Anderson’s work – including the remnants of a post-mortem he had carried out on a dying Dalek mutant – have neither verified nor contradicted his findings. Some, however, have gone on to suggest that the original, parent species of the Kaleds and the Thals might also have been proto-humans, extracted from Earth and taken to Skaro by the Halldons, where evolution did its work, and once again, the Daleks were born.

What is certain is that, as time goes on and the Daleks continue to wage war across the universe, further myths surrounding their origins continue to emerge in their wake. The truth has become muddied by centuries of warfare and misinformation. Only one thing may be relied upon: whenever the Daleks arrive, life, as it is known, will cease.



[image: Image]
Whatever the truth of their origins, the Daleks persist in constantly evolving forms to terrorise the universe.





[image: Image]
The Great Thinker – Davros ponders the existence of other intelligent races following his encounter with the Doctor, as imagined by the Moldoxian artist Bellatrist Small.



BEHIND THE SCENES



HOW THE DALEKS WERE CREATED FOR TV

[image: Image]
A Dalek demonstrates a use for its sucker arm in this scene from The Daleks.



The origin story of the Daleks is a story as old as Doctor Who itself.

In 1963, when Verity Lambert, the fledgling producer charged with realising Doctor Who on screen, hired David Whitaker as script editor for the new show, Whitaker looked to his own agency, Associated London Scripts, to seek out potential scriptwriters. One of the writers he approached was Terry Nation, who was then working regularly for Tony Hancock. Nation initially intended to rebuff Whitaker’s advances, preferring to maintain his relationship with the soaringly popular comedian. A falling out with Hancock, however, left Nation looking for work, and so he accepted Whitaker’s invitation and pitched an outline for a story called ‘The Survivors’. Whitaker accepted it immediately, and commissioned a seven-part story based on the outline.

Initially intended as the fourth story of the first series, the line up was soon changed, and Nation worked to an increasingly tight deadline to turn in the scripts. The story was never intended as anything but a one-off serial – neither Nation or the BBC had any notion of what they were about to unleash on British television screens, or the enduring nature of the story they were creating.

With the scripts written, Ridley Scott (then a young designer, who would go on to become a highly acclaimed movie director) was initially charged with designing the visual appearance of the Daleks, but when a conflict arose in Scott’s schedule, the task passed to Raymond Cusick.

The script suggested a ‘machine-like’ look for the Daleks – in keeping with Sydney Newman’s desire that the show avoid the proliferation of ‘bug-eyed monsters’ seen in American science fiction movies – and Nation had suggested that the Daleks carry ‘strange weapons’, have ‘arms with mechanical grips as hands’, and ‘a lens on a flexible shaft’.

[image: Image]
One of Raymond Cusick’s early Dalek design sketches.
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These plans from October 1963 indicate that Cusick’s original intention was for the Dalek’s gun-stick and sucker arm to be mounted on different levels.





Cusick was anxious to avoid the new aliens being portrayed by men in rubber suits, and so began sketching designs. Due to time constraints, he had only a weekend to come up with something. Realising that the props would have to be controlled by people, and that they’d likely be inside the props all day under harsh studio lights, he decided that they might as well be sitting down, so began by sketching a person in a chair, and then building the design around that.

Given that the person inside would also need to see out, Cusick added a wire mesh around the neck, and then fitted the gunstick and manipulator arm beneath that. The operator would move the prop around by means of three castors mounted inside the skirt.

More detailed plans of the design were drawn up, and soon after, Cusick, along with Jack Kine and Bernard Wilkie of the BBC Visual Effects Department, assembled a prototype out of wood and an electric fan heater.



[image: Image]
How to move a Dalek? Tricycle power was one possibility, but the finished Dalek design incorporated castors. New wheels were fitted to the props prior to the recording of episode 3 to make them more mobile.



With the design finalised, Shawcroft Models – the contractors who had previously built the TARDIS console – were brought in to construct four working props for the serial.

The Daleks were made from fibreglass, and painted silver. The sensor globes on the Daleks’ skirts were originally going to be illuminated, but the lighting was dropped when the costs became apparent, and so the globes were painted blue instead. The claw at the end of the manipulator arm – as designed by Cusick – also proved too expensive, and so were replaced by sink plungers with embedded magnets, which enabled the props to carry a limited range of items around the set.

While the production team marvelled at the inventiveness of the designs – particularly given the limited budget – the initial reaction from the cast was reportedly sceptical, although as soon as the props began to move and bark commands in their horrifying, rasping voices, all concerns were gone. The Daleks had arrived.

[image: Image]
Ian Chesterton, played by William Russell, became the first on-screen victim of Dalek firepower: a rare demonstration of a non-fatal blast.



The first episode of the serial was recorded twice, following a disaster with the microphones, meaning they’d picked up all of the backstage noise, and so, in the end, the broadcast episode was shot only two weeks before being aired.

The Daleks had made their first, terrifying appearance on screens all across the United Kingdom. Little did anyone involved realise quite what they’d started!



[image: Image]
The Daleks in rehearsals for their first story. Numbers and coloured tape rolls were placed on the props so the director could more easily choreograph the Dalek operators.





[image: DAVROS GENESIS BY TERRANCE DICKS]

IT WAS A small sordid anteroom attached to the smallest of the laboratories in the main complex. General Ravon paused on the threshold.

‘Well?’

‘A minor matter,’ said Security Commander Nyder. ‘An unsuccessful project run by a certain Technician Davros. He was crippled in a bomb attack and given this project as compensation. Something about using mutated brains from badly wounded soldiers to create intelligent warrior robots. A crack-brained idea frankly. No one thought it would work – except Davros – and apparently it hasn’t.’

‘Then it must be terminated. This war is dragging on and resources are limited.’

‘Shall we carry out the review?’ suggested Nyder. ‘Since we’re here …’

Impressive in their gold and silver braided uniforms, the two men strode into the room, guards at their heels.

Confronting them was a shabby crippled figure in a dilapidated wheelchair. Its body was wrapped in a worn leather coverall, one arm strapped to the side. The face was a shattered ruin, only one eye still functioning.

‘I take it you are Technician Davros,’ snapped Ravon. ‘Results?’

‘There have been many difficulties,’ said Davros, his voice weak and quavering. ‘I can show you a prototype …’

‘Produce it!’

Davros raised his voice. ‘Gharman!’

Escorted by a haggard-looking grey-haired technician, a strange object trundled into the room. Roughly pear-shaped, it was constructed of heavily studded metal with a wavering eye-stalk at the crown. Moving straight ahead it bore down on Ravon and Nyder, who recoiled in horror.

‘Halt!’ ordered Davros.

The machine continued to move forward in fits and starts. Ravon, Nyder and their guards shrank back.

‘Stop it!’ shouted Ravon. ‘Get that thing away from me!’

‘Halt! Halt!’ screamed Davros.

Jerkily the machine stopped.

‘Turn,’ shouted Davros. ‘Gharman, assist me!’

Slowly, with many stops and starts, Gharman escorted the machine from the room.

General Ravon recovered his composure. ‘And that is all you have to show us?’

‘It is a very early prototype,’ pleaded Davros. ‘The voice control circuits are still faulty. If my resources were not so limited … The finished version will be armed, it will obey commands and it will think for itself. I’m sorry if it frightened you.’

‘Frightened!’ sneered Ravon. ‘I was simply astonished at your incompetence.’

‘Just a little more time …’

General Ravon considered. ‘You have until the next inspection to produce more impressive results. I shall expect a full squad of perfectly functioning robots. If you fail the project will be terminated.’

He turned and strode from the room, followed by Nyder and the guards.

Davros slumped wearily in his chair.

Gharman came cautiously back into the room. ‘Have they gone? What are we to do? The next inspection is only weeks away. We can’t possibly …’

Davros waved him to silence. Wearily, he considered his options. If the project was cancelled he would never get another scientific post – not in his crippled state. But Ravon and Nyder would never listen to his pleas and excuses. Clearly they despised him. A sudden thought came to him. They hadn’t despised his robot. It had impressed and intimidated them, even in its imperfect state. For all his protestations General Ravon had actually been frightened.

Fear, thought Davros. Fear was a tool he could use.

He turned to Gharman. ‘Cancel all current projects and experiments. In the coming weeks we shall concentrate all our resources on just one thing – the production of one perfect Dalek.’

Gharman was horrified. ‘Just one? General Ravon demanded a squad.’

‘Just one,’ repeated Davros. ‘No more than one. First we shall complete another project.’

Gharman was baffled. ‘What project?’

Davros tapped his withered chest with his one good arm. ‘Me!’

All too soon it was time for the next inspection. Followed by their guards, General Ravon and Security Commander Nyder marched arrogantly into the ante-room – and halted in astonishment, as Davros appeared from the laboratory. But this was a very different Davros.

The shabby old wheelchair had been replaced by a modern hi-tech affair that moved under its own power. It enclosed the lower half of his body. The withered torso was swathed in a high-collared plastic overall. The right hand hovered over a control panel built into the front of the machine.

Most ghastly of all was the face. The eye-sockets were blank and sunken, the mouth a lipless slit.

An arrangement of wires and plastic tubes surmounted the head supporting a single lens that rested in the centre of the forehead.

‘Greetings, gentlemen,’ said Davros. The voice was loud, harsh, grating. Mechanically supported, thought Ravon. Sight and hearing too probably.

‘What is the meaning of this … apparatus?’ he demanded.

‘A few simple improvements to my comfort. It means I can serve more efficiently.’

‘You spent your project funds on this?’ asked Nyder. ‘Criminal fraud!’

‘Not all of them,’ said Davros. ‘Dalek One!’

A metal shape glided smoothly into the room. Unlike the earlier version it was polished and gleaming. As well as the eye-stalk it was equipped with a tactile arm and a gun-stick.

Davros indicated Ravon and Nyder. ‘These men are enemies of the state.’

In a harsh grating voice, not unlike Davros’s own the Dalek said, ‘They must be exterminated.’ It swung its gun-stick on Ravon and Nyder who leaped aside.

‘Guards!’ screamed Nyder

Blasters blazing, the three guards sprang forward. The Dalek spun round and blasted them down. It swung back to cover the cowering Ravon and Nyder. ‘Exterminate!’

‘Halt,’ ordered Davros. ‘The execution is … postponed.’

‘They are enemies. They must be exterminated.’

‘When I command it. Not before.’

After a reluctant pause the Dalek said, ‘I obey.’

Davros turned to Ravon and Nyder. ‘Now listen carefully. Your lives depend on obeying my commands.’

‘What commands?’ croaked Ravon.

‘The resources – the entire resources – of all laboratories are to be made over to my Dalek operation. All other projects must be cancelled.’

Ravon drew a deep breath. ‘Very well.’

‘I know what you are planning,’ said Davros. ‘You will leave here safely then send troops to destroy me. But remember this. My Dalek has recorded your very being. Heartbeat, blood pressure, DNA – everything. I have a squad of such Daleks. They can and will find you wherever you hide. They will find and kill you both.’ Dismissively Davros turned away. ‘Now leave.’ He indicated the three dead guards. ‘Send troops to clear up this mess. When I need you again I will summon you.’

Nyder and Ravon hurried thankfully away.

Once they were gone Gharman whispered, ‘The Dalek has no ability to perform the memorisation you described. And we don’t have a squad – just this one!’

Davros said. ‘We know that, Gharman. Nyder and Ravon do not. They will obey!’

Later, much later, his power fully established and his projects nearing completion, Davros heard that an alien prisoner had been captured. The prisoner was brought before him. The two stared at each other in equal astonishment.

Davros was bemused by the tall figure with untidy clothes, floppy hat and amazingly long scarf.

The Doctor was struck by how much Davros resembled his own Daleks.

The two adversaries confronted each other for the first time.

It was not to be the last …


[image: Image]

THE HISTORY OF SKARO

Skaro is a world with a tumultuous history.

It is the twelfth planet from its sun, and the only habitable planet in seven surrounding galaxies – as identified by the Chief Scientist of the Kaleds and the creator of the Daleks, Davros. It is circled by three satellites: Flidor and Omega Mysterium are naturally occurring, rocky moons, while Falkus is a Dalek construct, thought to be a last refuge in case of cataclysmic attack.

For untold millions of years, life on Skaro evolved in a similar way to that on Earth, with animal life beginning in the seas and eventually crawling up onto the beaches. An ‘age of monsters’ followed, the landscape dominated for millions of years by giant reptilian beasts. These monstrous creatures were eventually driven to extinction by the arrival of humanoid life. Accounts differ as to whether these humanoids evolved naturally, or were brought to Skaro through the interference of an alien race, but one thing is certain – their arrival heralded a new epoch in Skaro’s history.

Over time these humanoids formed tribes, eventually diverging into a number of distinct races, divided both geographically and biologically. Soon enough, these races began to compete over resources, and the age of conflict began. From these early wars, two races emerged victorious – the Kaleds and the Thals – both going on to found technologically advanced civilisations.

Aggression between them escalated, eventually leading to a war that would last for over a thousand years, utterly blighting Skaro through the use of chemical, biological and nuclear weapons.

Soon all that was left was an irradiated wasteland, populated by the mutated remnants of animal and vegetable life, a scattering of Thals, and the Daleks, which had been created from what remained of the Kaled race.

Encouraged by their encounter with visiting alien life, the Daleks began to spread out into the cosmos with a view to conquering any life they discovered beyond the Seven Galaxies. However, Skaro itself became a target of aggression and reprisal, as those other life forms fought back against Dalek oppression.

Consequent interstellar and inter-era wars led to the razing of Skaro on multiple occasions, and it is thought that the planet might have been completely destroyed at least once – only to be rebuilt or somehow re-established by the Daleks, who may have employed time travel technology in order to return it from the brink of extinction. According to their creator, Davros, Daleks had a strong concept of ‘home’.

Whatever the truth, Skaro persists even now, hidden behind an invisible shield, populated once again by the Daleks, who plot the downfall of the universe from amongst the jagged spires and walkways of Kalaann.

LIFE ON SKARO

The Thousand Year War between the Kaleds and the Thals destroyed much of the flora and fauna that had once flourished on the planet. Where once the skies were filled with the song of harmony birds such as the Lallpalange, now they are silent; where once squirrel-like creatures had scuttled amongst the leafy forest canopies, now only their mutated offspring writhe in the dirt at the base of petrified trees.

Life on Skaro does, however, persist. The surviving Thals have learned to cultivate a small range of edible crops, high up on the plateaus, where the irradiated air is thin, and the soil still rich with nutrients.

Other vegetation has adapted to the extreme environs, such as the rare Arkellis flower, which evolved the ability to root in metal, and the Vargas, a cactus-like plant taller than a man, which procreates by adapting the genetic material of other species.

Indeed, the Vargas were purposefully mutated by the Daleks to become shambling sentinels, able to drag themselves along the ground using their roots, their instincts driving them to attack any fleshy life forms in their vicinity. They are covered in needle-like spines, and if pierced by one, the victim does not die, but instead becomes infected by a virus that rewrites their DNA, eventually mutating them into a new Varga. The Vargas have proved so useful to the Daleks that they have transplanted the species to other conquered worlds, where the plants stand guard outside Dalek bases, quivering and ready to pounce on any who dare intrude.

Almost all fauna on Skaro was obliterated in the fallout from the War, although some survived, mutating and adapting, eking out an existence amongst the foetid swamps or infested seas.

Chief amongst these are the cruelly named ‘Mutos’, the scarred offspring of Kaleds and Thals that had been grossly mutated by the chemical weapons deployed during the early years of the War. These ‘Mutos’ soon developed an identity and gene pool of their own, and, cast out by their own races, were forced to scavenge on the wastelands of Skaro to survive. Considered animals by those who had cast them out, feared for what they represented, the Mutos nevertheless retained higher reasoning, language and art.
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The Daleks of Kalaann harvest the electricity from the storms that ravage the planet to power their diabolical experiments.
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A low-res vid-pict of a Magneton, recovered from an abandoned recording device on Skaro. The only other remains found at the site were a single femur and a leather boot.





Thal records note that the Mutos eventually came to the aid of the Thals in the years following the neutron bomb, assisting them as they once again took up arms against the Daleks.

During the long years of the war, neither the Kaleds nor their eventual successors saw any moral objection to experimenting upon the native species of Skaro, and in some cases the results of their horrific genetic research lives on. The Lake of Mutations became the receptacle of many of these failed experiments, including giant carnivorous clams, and large, two-headed eels known as Urvacryl. Over time the mutant creatures inhabiting the lake evolved, interbreeding and forming new, terrifying species, which the Daleks used to deter any who might approach Kalaann across the water.

Other creatures appear to have mutated naturally in the wake of the bomb. Slythers – lumbering black hulks, with rubbery flesh and twin eyestalks – are often used by Daleks on other planets as ferocious guards, while Magnedons – crocodilian reptiles with living metal flesh – stalk amongst the boughs of the Petrified Forest, drawing their prey towards them with their innate magnetic power.

It is thought that there are a number of other surviving species still inhabiting the planet, many of them burrowing deep amongst vast subterranean lairs, or beneath the crushing waves of the Bottomless Sea – but they remain, as yet, uncatalogued.
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Sunrise over the irradiated outskirts of Kalaann.





THE GEOGRAPHY OF A WASTELAND

Now largely a barren wasteland of deserts and petrified jungle, the planet Skaro was once a lush, verdant world spanning three large continents: Dalazar, Davius, and Darren.

For most of its history, Dalazar was the most hospitable landmass for life, with a warm, subtropical climate and swathes of rainforest and jungle. The vast craggy spine of the Drammankin Mountains lay to the south of the continent, and a large inland lake, now known as the Lake of Mutations, stands at their feet.

For many thousands of years Dalazar was home to the Kaled race, the cradle within which they developed, both culturally and physically. They established their vast central city on Dalazar, eventually opening mines and slowly stripping the continent of natural resources as they engaged in their protracted conflict with the Thals. At the end of the Thousand Year War, the Kaled city was destroyed, only for Kalaann, the City of the Daleks, to rise in its place, where it remains today.

Dalazar is bordered by the Ocean of Ooze and the Sea of Rust, and joined by a land bridge to the continent of Darren. This is notable only for being an irradiated desert, where a series of neutron bombs were once detonated. This may have been the cause of the earliest Kaled mutations, which eventually led to the emergence of the Daleks. The land-locked Bottomless Sea at the heart of Darren is thought to be home to mutated aquatic life forms that survived the radiation fallout of the bombs. A range of mountains, known as the ‘Radiation Range’, separates the continent, and is thought to be home to the last surviving Mutos on Skaro.
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The sole survivor of a human expedition to Skaro returned with this map. She claimed to have drawn it herself during her months in the wilderness, although its authenticity is as yet unproved.
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Vast swathes of the Skaro wastes surrounding Kalaann have been turned into industrial plants by the Daleks. Here, they assemble new travel machines and construct saucers to aid in their military campaigns.





Across the Ocean of Ooze lies the continent of Davius, the original home of the Thals. It is separated into three regions by the ‘River of Whirling Waters’ – wide, impassable channels of rapids. Here, ruins of the ancient Thal settlements can still be found to the east, abandoned for millennia, while the Thals themselves have spread to higher ground, farming the fertile soil of Davius’s highest plateaus, as well as migrating across the Ocean of Ooze to Dalazar, where the remnants of their domed city still stands.

There are six main bodies of water on Skaro: the Ocean of Death, the Ocean of Ooze, the Sea of Acid, the Sea of Rust, the Serpent Sea, and the Bottomless Sea.

Other surviving historical documents refer to locations such as the Crystal Continent, the Island of Mist, Serpent Island, the Rocks, and the Swamp Lands, although given the enormous geographical upheaval caused by millennia of war and the lack of corroborating evidence, the specific locations of such places can no longer be confirmed.

NOTABLE LANDMARKS

KALAANN

The original Dalek City, built amongst the ruins of the Kaled city that preceded it, was a shining, futuristic jewel amongst the otherwise blasted ruins of Skaro. A stunning feat of engineering, it was conceived to accommodate the Daleks’ travel machines, with a vast array of ramps, elevators and powered walkways, through which the Daleks drew the static electricity they needed to survive.

For millennia it remained the central hub of the Dalek invasion fleet as they spread out across the universe, conquering and exterminating all whom they encountered.

THE PETRIFIED JUNGLE

Also known as the ‘Petrified Forest’, this jungle covers an extensive swathe of the Dalazar continent. Once lush and bursting with life, it was petrified at some point, probably when the Daleks used their first neutron weapon to eradicate the Thals, with all vegetation transformed instantaneously to stone. Consequently, it is now a labyrinthine warren of towering pillars and crumbling rubble, inhabited only by Varga plants, Slythers and Magnedons. On at least one occasion, the forest has served as a staging post and camp for Thals making their way to Kalaann.

THE LAKE OF MUTATIONS

Teeming with the eponymous mutations that give this vile body of water its name, the Lake of Mutations forms a natural barrier between the Drammankin Mountains and the Dalek city of Kalaann, serving as a makeshift moat against any who might wish to approach uninvited.

The water of the lake is so irradiated it glows with a soft yellow light. Immune to its effects, the Daleks used it as a source of water to supply Kalaann, drawing it through large pipes that ran directly into the city.

The lake is inhabited by the failed genetic experiments of the Kaleds and the Daleks, monstrous entities such as giant carnivorous clams, twin-headed eels, and other horrifying violations of nature. Here the creatures spawn, festering and further mutating in the irradiated waters, serving as unwitting guardians of the Dalek city, preying on any foolish enough to get too close to the shore.

DESTRUCTION AND RECREATION

The Daleks’ warmongering against other intelligent species has often led to Skaro becoming the target of enemy reprisals, or the objective of schemes designed to eradicate the Daleks altogether. Consequently, the Daleks have taken great care to ensure its protection over the years – even going as far as cloaking it behind shields to conceal its continued existence – but it is thought that, on at least two occasions, it has either been utterly destroyed, or brought to the very brink of destruction, only to rise again from the ashes.

The Imperial Daleks, under the auspices of their creator Davros, travelled back in time to 1963 Earth in search of a powerful Time Lord relic known as the Hand of Omega, which had been secreted there by Davros’s old nemesis, the Doctor. At the time they were engaged in a ferocious civil war against a renegade faction led by the Dalek Supreme. Both Dalek sides planned to use the Hand of Omega to gain mastery over all of time and space, bringing an end to the opposing side and taking their rightful place as the supreme beings of the universe.
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All manner of strange and deadly beasts lurk in the Petrified Forest.
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An unknown artist’s impression of the destruction of Skaro, as the Hand of Omega caused the planet’s star to go nova.
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The Black Dalek led the rebel forces on Earth during the Hand of Omega incident. It self-exterminated on discovering that Skaro had been obliterated due to the Doctor’s machinations.



However, the Doctor played the two Dalek factions off against one another, and ultimately tricked Davros into activating the Hand of Omega, which caused Skaro’s sun to go nova, obliterating the Daleks’ home world in a fiery storm.

Reports differ as to what remained after this terrifying stellar event – but historians generally conclude that at least a significant fragment of the planet survived, scorched and devastated, blighted even more terribly than it had been in the aftermath of the Thousand Year War.

The Daleks themselves had survived, however, and set about reconstructing Skaro, rebuilding Kalaann in the radioactive wasteland left behind by the detonating star.
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Antalin

Rumours persist that, after the near-destruction of Skaro by the Hand of Omega, the Daleks may have, in fact, found a way to alter history and prevent the planet from being destroyed.

When the Daleks invaded the Earth in the 22nd century – an invasion later foiled by the Doctor – they found records of Skaro being destroyed in 1963, and began to formulate a plan to avoid it. Direct attempts to change the events leading up to the planet’s destruction proved unsuccessful, and so the Daleks instead set about attempting one of the most elaborate ruses in their history. Having identified a suitable candidate world, named Antalin, they terraformed the planet to resemble Skaro in every way, even going so far as to recreate the ruined Thal dome and their own city of Kalaann. Then, duping Davros into believing Antalin to be the real Skaro, they ensured that when Davros triggered the Hand of Omega at the Doctor’s incitement, he inadvertently targeted Antalin’s sun, rather than Skaro’s, thus protecting their original home world from destruction.

The truth, however, is now lost in a complex web of causality and half-truths, with Skaro’s timeline having been so decisively rewritten during the Last Great Time War, that it is effectively impossible to determine the truth behind these legends.



However, Kalaann, along with vast swathes of Skaro, was utterly destroyed during the Last Great Time War, in which the Daleks fought a protracted, inter-era campaign against the Time Lords. After the Daleks were almost completely eradicated during the closing moments of the war, it fell into ruination – a desolate, barren, deserted world.

A handful of Daleks did survive the war and were eventually able to establish a new Dalek Paradigm through the use of a Progenitor. These few, new Daleks escaped destruction at the hands of the Doctor, and fled to Skaro, from where they began to rebuild their empire anew.

In time, the Daleks re-established not only their race, but their planet, too, and Skaro once again rose from the ashes. Kalaann was a city of gleaming spires and domes at the heart of a desert wasteland, and even Davros – who had escaped the destruction of his command ship, the Crucible, following the failure of his Reality Bomb – returned to Skaro.
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In the aftermath of the Time War, Skaro was left devastated and ruined.





Once established there, Davros lured the Doctor back to Skaro, claiming that he had returned to the planet to die, and that he wished to make reparations with his oldest enemy upon his deathbed. The Doctor found the city rising once more from a ruined wasteland, inhabited by multiple generations of Daleks and a dying Davros who begged for his help to witness Skaro’s sunrise one last time. The Doctor agreed, and allowed a small amount of his regeneration energy to bleed out and revitalise Davros. However, in doing so, he let himself fall victim to Davros’s trap. The Daleks’ creator siphoned the regeneration energy to all the Daleks in the city, causing them to undergo a biological transformation, instilling within them more power than they had ever controlled before. What Davros failed to realise, though, was that this regeneration energy inadvertently rejuvenated the insane Dalek mutants that inhabited the sewers beneath Kalaann, degenerated into living sludge, unable to properly die. Now restored to life, they rose up in protest against their Dalek masters, and caused the destruction of the city once more.

Kalaann’s current status is unknown; although one thing is clear – it shall, without doubt, rise again. The city may have fallen, but the Daleks persist, and as surely as they will set out to conquer other worlds, to exterminate all other life forms they encounter, they will rebuild the city in which they were first created.



[image: Image]
The Daleks regularly experiment on indigenous creatures in their search for new weapons, creating new, grotesque abominations, which roam the shores of the Lake of Mutations to this day.



BEHIND THE SCENES



CHANGING DALEK DESIGNS

In over fifty years of television appearances, the iconic design of the Daleks, first pioneered by Raymond Cusick in 1963, has remained relatively constant, but with a number of key alterations, variants and ‘paradigms’, denoting evolutions in the ongoing Dalek story, the introduction of ranks to Dalek ‘society’, and new weapon types.

[image: Image]
In this rehearsal shot from The Daleks, William Hartnell’s Doctor encounters the Daleks in studio for the very first time.



Early Designs

The Mark I Dalek prop, as featured in the original serial, The Daleks, was painted silver with blue sensor globes, and featured flashing lights on its dome that were synchronised with its speech. It has a telescopic sucker arm, a gunstick, and an eyestalk – all familiar components that remain key features of the design today. Here, we saw the debut of a design that is now universally recognised, and would go on to become the Doctor’s most iconic foes, as recognisable and ubiquitous as the TARDIS.

[image: Image]
The Daleks as they appeared during The Dalek Invasion of Earth (1964).



In the 1964 serial The Dalek Invasion of Earth, the Daleks were given enlarged fenders and small ‘radar dishes’ on their backs, designed to represent a mobile power source. Their colour scheme remained the same, save for two additional ‘ranks’ – a Dalek Saucer Commander, with alternate black and silver panels in its skirt, and a Black Dalek, its skirt panels painted entirely black. Both retained the traditional blue sensor globes.

[image: Image]
1965’s The Chase saw further tweaks to the Daleks’ design, notably the introduction of shoulder slats.



As the design evolved through the 1960s and the Daleks returned to television screens, the enlarged fenders and radar dishes were dropped, and vertical slats were fitted around the ‘shoulders’ – a design feature that would continue from that point forward. The colour scheme remained the same, although the sensor globes were a darker shade of blue. A new rank was introduced, retaining the overall colour scheme of the ‘standard’ Dalek, but with a black dome to denote their role as the Dalek Emperor’s Black Daleks.

[image: Image]
In The Evil of the Daleks (1967), the Dalek Emperor’s personal guards can be identified by their black domes.



Mid-period Designs

As Doctor Who moved into the era of colour television, Dalek colour schemes became somewhat more varied and adventurous, although the fundamental designs remained the same. In Day of the Daleks, the standard Dalek was painted a dark, gunmetal grey, with black sensor globes, and the Taskforce Commander was gold, with black sensor globes.

[image: Image]
The Third Doctor confronts the gold Taskforce Commander in 1972’s Day of the Daleks.
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Daleks that fire bullets instead of death rays patrol the city of the Exxilons in Death to the Daleks (1974).



In Death to the Daleks, the standard Daleks retained this overall colour scheme, but with a far lighter grey, and a projectile gunstick. The taskforce leader was given amber lights to denote its rank. In Destiny of the Daleks, the grey panelling was darkened again, but not to the extremes seen previously.

The Dalek Civil War

As the Dalek Civil War broke out in 1985, the production team needed ways to denote the different Dalek factions seen on screen. A new colour scheme was devised to represent Davros’s new Daleks, eventually known as ‘Imperial Daleks’, in the service of the Dalek Emperor.

The props themselves were also slightly altered, with narrower casings or ‘skirts’.

The Imperial Daleks were painted white with gold sensor globes and vertical slats, while the Renegade Daleks retained the overall grey and black colour scheme of the previous Daleks.

The Return to TV

With the revival of the show in 2005, it was only a matter of time before the Daleks made an appearance, and they did so in spectacular fashion in the episode Dalek, during the first series. Here, the overall shape of the prop mirrored the 1970s Daleks, with a slightly wider base than those seen during the Civil War era. The casing around the eyestalk was slightly altered, too, and an identity tag was introduced beneath the eyestalk. The fenders were slightly enlarged, and the Daleks were also seen to hover or fly. The standard Daleks were presented in bronze/gold casings, with brighter gold sensor globes.

The Emperor’s Guard were shown to have black domes, echoing the Emperor’s Black Daleks in The Evil of the Daleks, while an entirely new colour scheme was introduced – an entirely black Dalek, with black casing and black sensor globes, detonating a ‘unique Dalek’ named Sec.

The New Paradigm

In 2010, a brand new era of Daleks began with the introduction of the ‘New Dalek Paradigm’ in Victory of the Daleks. Initially, the Daleks featured in the story were standard Daleks (as seen since 2005), but painted in khaki camouflage, with a Union Flag replacing the identity tag beneath the eye. They were additionally equipped with a bag around the shoulders.

However, the introduction of the new Daleks marked a revolution in Dalek design. While the overall appearance of the Daleks remained the same, the new props were significantly bigger and bulkier. They were given enlarged fenders; a bulky new shoulder structure; new, fatter eyestalks (harbouring organic, fleshy eyeballs); and raised domes upon a series of grates. Additionally, the traditional ‘skirt and sensor globes’ did not entirely wrap around the base of the travel machine, leaving room for an aperture that was designed to open to reveal new weapons.
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Dalek Sec, leader of the secret Cult of Skaro, first appeared in the climax of Army of Ghosts (2006).
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In Victory of the Daleks (2010), Daleks in disguise made trouble for the Eleventh Doctor; as British Army ‘Ironsides’ they sported a khaki paint job and kit bags!



The new Daleks came in five vibrant colour schemes to denote rank – yellow, red, orange, white and blue – all with graphite-coloured sensor globes.
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A bold new colour-coded look for the Daleks was introduced in the same story: red for Drones, orange for Scientists, white for the Supreme, blue for Strategists and yellow for the mysterious Eternal.
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The original Dalek Emperor was a giant, static creation, masterminding complex and insidious schemes from its control centre on Skaro.



The Dalek Emperor

The Dalek Emperor was first shown on television during the 1967 serial The Evil of the Daleks, and was presented as a towering, static, conical tower, which sat upon a plinth in the corner of the Dalek control room on Skaro. Its casing was white, with a circle of black globes around its middle, two golden globes at its ‘waist’, and a single eyestalk. Trailing cables were wired directly into its skirts, connecting it to the wider Skaro hub. The character was supposedly destroyed at the end of the story.

In 1988, for Remembrance of the Daleks, a new Dalek Emperor was shown on screen. Bearing similarities to a design previously seen in the TV21 comic strip, this Dalek Emperor consisted of a large, white globe, which sat upon the base of a standard Dalek travel machine. It was given no eyestalk, gunstick or manipulator arm, and its colour scheme was identical to that of the Imperial Daleks that also featured in the story – white casing with gold sensor globes. The casing was designed with a large hood or visor, which folded back to reveal the occupant – who was, in fact, the Daleks’ creator, Davros, adopting the form of one of his creations.

Most recently, the Dalek Emperor from the Time War appeared on screen in 2005, during The Parting of the Ways. The new design was a radical departure from previous interpretations of the Dalek Emperor. The Dalek mutant is suspended in a glass tank below a massive dome, resembling a standard Dalek’s head, with flashing lights and a large eyestalk. Three enormous panels, inset with an array of sensor globes, are attached to the main structure by articulated joints, and two manipulator arms jut from the base of the glass tank.

The Dalek Supreme

1973’s Planet of the Daleks introduced the Dalek Supreme, a new rank of Dalek from the Supreme Council on Skaro. The prop was based on a Dalek which had been constructed for the second Dalek movie, Daleks – Invasion Earth: 2150AD in 1966, and as such, it had a deeper fender, and was taller than a standard television Dalek. It was significantly altered, particularly around the neck area, where the existing rings were replaced. Additional lights were also added to the dome and eyestalk. Its casing was painted black, with gold sensor globes.
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The Emperor Dalek seen in The Parting of the Ways (2005) was, like the Doctor, a scarred survivor of the Time Wars. It saw itself not merely as a ruler but as the god of all Daleks.
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The red-and-gold Dalek Supreme, flanked here by guards, orchestrated an audacious plot to destroy all non-Dalek life in the universe in the two-part adventure The Stolen Earth/Journey’s End (2008).



A new version of the Dalek Supreme (now called a ‘Supreme Dalek’) was featured in the 2008 story The Stolen Earth, and the prop was subsequently reused in later stories. It had red casing with gold sensor globes, and featured an additional dome light, along with an extended neck, supported by a series of golden struts. As a consequence, it stands taller than a standard Dalek prop of the era.

Most recently, the white variant of the New Paradigm Daleks was designated a ‘Supreme’.
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As if two warring Dalek factions and Davros weren’t enough for the Seventh Doctor to contend with, Remembrance of the Daleks (1988) unleashed the Special Weapons Dalek with vastly superior firepower.



Special Weapons Dalek

In Remembrance of the Daleks, a Dalek variant known as the ‘Special Weapons Dalek’ made its first appearance. This variation was heavily armoured, and while its lower casing resembled that of a typical Imperial Dalek, above the skirt it had no eyestalk, manipulator arm or gunstick, which had been replaced by a huge energy cannon. Its neck and dome were foreshortened to accommodate the weapon.
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THE DALEKS AND EARTH

The planet Earth has long held an attraction to the Daleks.

The roots of this fascination are the cause of great debate amongst historians. Some claim that the Daleks are drawn to Earth because of its similarity to their home world of Skaro and the lush, thriving ecosystem that flourished there before the devastation wrought by the Thousand Year War with the Thals. Others argue for a more deep-rooted, psychological cause – that the humans who inhabit Earth in some way remind the Daleks of their humanoid forebears, and as such, they seek to eradicate them, as the fledgling Daleks once eradicated the Kaleds.

Still others suggest it stems from nothing more than simple military strategy, or else the Daleks’ desire to claim the planet’s rich resources for their ongoing war efforts; with the advent of time travel technology, the Daleks have been able to look to the future, to see the First Great and Bountiful Human Empire swell to encompass innumerable worlds. Consequently, they have identified the human race as a grave threat to their dominance of the universe and their self-appointed superiority over all other life forms.

If the fragmentary legends of the Thals are to be believed, however, a great deal of the responsibility for bringing Earth to the attention of the Daleks lies with the renegade Time Lord, the Doctor, who first introduced human beings to them during a visit to Skaro in the aftermath of the Thousand Year War.

In allowing his human companions, Sarah and Harry, to be captured and interrogated, the Doctor impressed upon the Daleks the existence of extraterrestrial life, in turn both kickstarting the Daleks’ own space program and providing them with an early target for their uninhibited aggression.

Indeed, the Doctor’s own patronisation of Earth has led to a number of incidents involving Dalek forces visiting the planet at various points throughout human history – at times in pursuit of the Doctor himself, or else powerful extraterrestrial artefacts he had left behind.

These visits have left an indelible stain upon the psyche of the human race. The image of the Dalek form – captured in cautionary tales, sketches, engravings and the wild accounts of surviving eyewitnesses – has become synonymous with dread, and the Daleks themselves have taken their place amongst the most feared of mankind’s enemies, thought by many to be nought but a terrible myth, akin to the most abominable devils or demons.

Time and again, the Daleks have shown a blatant disregard for the integrity of established Earth history, instead regarding the timelines as malleable, a tool at their disposal. Even before the Time War between the Daleks and the Time Lords, the Daleks have always been prepared to dip back into their own history to attempt to rewrite past failures or shore up tentative victories. The consequences of such endeavours are irrelevant to them – even if their actions in the past might irrevocably alter the present or future.

Indeed, it is only due to the Doctor’s continued presence on Earth – and his work to defend the planet against the Daleks – that the integrity of the planet’s timeline has been maintained, and great swathes of human history have not been rewritten by the machinations of the Daleks.

Little evidence of their first incursion on Earth remains, save for the fragmentary accounts of two survivors, written in hieratic script, and the single image of a Dalek travel machine, engraved on a stone tablet as part of an ancient warning.
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Little evidence remains of the Daleks’ first incursion into Earth’s history, although the Doctor’s TARDIS was captured in this fragment of hieroglyphic script.
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A Dalek patrol in the shadow of the Great Pyramid at Giza.





This earliest recorded appearance of the Daleks on Earth was during the height of the Ancient Egyptian Middle Kingdom (approximately 2200 BC), when, in pursuit of the Doctor, they arrived in their time ship in the vicinity of the Great Pyramids at Giza.

The Doctor had stolen a core of a precious mineral known as taranium from the Daleks’ base on the planet Kembel, to prevent the Daleks from employing it to power a horrific device known as the Time Destructor. This was designed to rapidly age anyone or anything within its field of influence, and would allow the Daleks not only to conquer the Earth, but its neighbouring allies, too. With this weapon in their grasp, the entire Galactic Core would be laid bare to the marauding cyborgs.

As the Daleks and their agents searched for the Doctor and his companions amongst the vast pyramid complex, they encountered a patrol of Egyptians, whom they engaged in battle, swiftly exterminating the humans with their energy weapons.

The Egyptians recognised the Daleks as malign ‘war machines of fire’, and soon massed their forces. After the Doctor led a daring escape, a Dalek patrol was beaten back by vast numbers of Egyptians, who hurled rocks at the smaller Dalek force, damaging the casing of their travel machines.

A number of Daleks were destroyed, along with a great number of Egyptian warriors, and the remaining Daleks departed, along with the taranium core, which they’d managed to retrieve from the Doctor.
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Dalek saucers hover menacingly over the forests of Kembel.





The next occasion upon which Daleks were known to visit Earth was in the year AD 102. They were at the head of a combined force of alien races known as ‘The Alliance’, which was working to capture and imprison the Doctor.

The Alliance believed the Doctor’s actions risked destroying the known universe in an explosion caused by his detonating TARDIS. They felt the only way to prevent this coming apocalypse was to incarcerate the Time Lord in an infallible, inescapable prison. To this end, they constructed a device known as the Pandorica, which they layered with scores of deadlocks, matter lines and time locks. They lured the Doctor to the British Stone Age monument Stonehenge, where they overpowered and imprisoned him within the device, trapping him within a restoration field so that he would be permanently encased in a preserved state.

The Doctor proved wily, however, and was able to defeat the Pandorica when his companion Rory used the Doctor’s sonic screwdriver to reactivate the locks. The Doctor then used the Pandorica to ‘reboot’ the dying universe, merging it with his exploding TARDIS so that the atoms preserved inside its restoration field could serve as a template for recreating everything that had been destroyed – including all of the Daleks and other alien races that had trapped him.

It is possible – probable, even – that the Daleks visited Earth again in the centuries that followed, although no precise records of their presence remains. There were rumours of a metal demon that was overpowered by soldiers at a Roman fort in Britannia in AD 305; strange, armoured war machines were noted in 12th-century Prussia; glowing discs in the skies were seen above Constantinople during its fall in 1453, and the word ‘exterminate’ was overheard by dying soldiers in the aftermath of the fateful Battle of Edgehill.

It is not until 1866 that another account of their appearance on Earth can be confirmed, this time in the south of England. The Daleks took up residence in the house of Theodore Maxtible, a scientist who, working with his partner Edward Waterfield, had been attempting to construct a primitive time machine using mirrors and static electricity. The two men had enjoyed some minor success, linking up with a time corridor from the far future, through which – to their utmost horror – a number of Daleks had emerged, transported to Earth from their home planet of Skaro.

The Daleks immediately took Waterfield’s daughter hostage, forcing Waterfield to use his device to travel a century into the future and set a trap for the Doctor, who the Daleks knew frequented the late 20th century. There, Waterfield set up an antique shop, selling items he’d transported from his own time, and laid in wait, ready to entrap the Doctor by stealing his TARDIS shortly after the errant Time Lord next arrived.

Lured to the antiques shop, the Doctor and his companion Jamie were kidnapped by Waterfield and taken back to 1866, where they discovered the Daleks were waiting for them.

The Daleks had engineered the entire scheme in order to secure the Doctor’s assistance. They threatened to destroy his TARDIS unless he helped them to identify the ‘human factor’ – the unique qualities that defined a human being, and which would help the people of Earth to so successfully resist and repel a great number of Dalek attacks in the centuries that would follow.

The Daleks wished to infuse themselves with this ‘human factor’. They would adapt themselves into a super race of human/Dalek hybrids, adopting the best traits of both species, and thus defeat the humans, conquering the Earth and her expansive empire.

Reluctantly, the Doctor agreed, and after a series of experiments involving his companion, Jamie, succeeded in isolating the ‘human factor’. He implanted this into the minds of three Dalek test subjects, which he dubbed Alpha, Beta and Omega.

The results of the experiment were not as the Daleks had anticipated, however. Alpha, Beta and Omega were thoroughly ‘humanised’ by the process, which imbued them with human-like personalities, eradicating everything that made them ‘Dalek’. Soon, they had begun to develop compassion, empathy, and an array of human emotions. The Doctor knew that if this ‘human factor’ could be instilled in all of the Daleks upon Skaro, then the race would be utterly transformed – for the better.

However, the Daleks no longer required the Doctor’s presence, and returned to Skaro through the time tunnel, leaving the Doctor, Jamie and Waterfield behind to face a ticking bomb. They escaped the destruction of Maxtible’s house and followed the Daleks to their home world, using the Daleks’ own short-range time machine. There, they were captured and taken before the imposing figure of the Dalek Emperor at the heart of the Dalek City, Kalaann.

Maxtible himself had already fled to Skaro, after betraying Waterfield and the others to the Daleks – only to discover the Daleks had used him as a pawn, and that the bargain he had struck, to learn how to transmute base metals into gold, was a fallacy. Held prisoner by the Daleks, he was reunited with his former colleague upon Waterfield’s arrival.

The Dalek Emperor soon set out the real reason behind the Dalek plot. In forcing the Doctor to isolate the ‘human factor’, he had also unwittingly identified the ‘Dalek factor’ – the qualities that define a Dalek, making them into such tireless, superior killing machines.

The Emperor intended to use this ‘Dalek factor’ to convert Alpha, Beta and Omega back to their true Dalek form, but worse, it planned to force the Doctor to use the TARDIS to spread the ‘Dalek factor’ throughout all of human history, mentally converting all humans into Daleks. This new invasion would be an invasion of the mind, one that the humans could never resist. The Daleks were assured of success.
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The Dalek Emperor on Skaro, issuing the command to open a time corridor.



As proof of concept, the Daleks forced Maxtible to pass through an archway that had been calibrated to convert humans, infusing him with the ‘Dalek factor’. Maxtible was transformed into a ‘human Dalek’, with the same mental profile as a Kaled mutant – tenacious, superior, and deadly. Revelling in his newfound arrogance, he apparently hypnotised the Doctor and forced him to pass beneath the archway.

The Doctor, however, was unaffected by the device, which was calibrated for humans, so failed to work on his Time Lord physiology. He feigned conversion then tricked the Daleks into passing beneath the archway themselves, arguing it was the best way to ensure the conversion of Alpha, Beta and Omega back to their true form. However, the Doctor had tampered with the device, reconfiguring it to transmit the ‘human factor’, thus resulting in an entire army of humanised Daleks.

These humanised Daleks turned upon the Emperor, who called for reinforcements, and before long the city had erupted in civil war, as the two opposing Dalek forces attempted to obliterate one another. The Dalek Emperor was destroyed along with much of Kalaann, and the Doctor and his companions managed to escape to the TARDIS in the chaos – although both Maxtible and Waterfield were killed in the process.

It would take many years before the Daleks recovered from the devastation wrought on Skaro, but once they did so, they continued to wreak havoc through the annals of human history.

One such occasion involved the mysterious legend of the Mary Celeste, an American merchant brigantine found adrift and abandoned in the Atlantic Ocean in 1872. When a Canadian ship discovered the vessel it was still seaworthy and under partial sail, with its cargo intact. The last entry in the ship’s log was made ten days prior, and there was no sign of the Captain, Benjamin Briggs, or a single member of his crew. The lifeboat was missing, but the crew’s belongings remained onboard, and there was no explanation as to the crew’s whereabouts or destination.

All evidence seemed to suggest that the crew had simply abandoned ship, most likely succumbing to a bleak and watery fate at sea. No one could fathom what had become of them. None of their bodies were ever recovered, nor were any of them ever heard from again.

None of the investigating authorities could have anticipated the truth, however. A Dalek time ship arrived on board the Mary Celeste in pursuit of the Doctor and his companions. However, only moments before, they had fled the Mary Celeste in the Doctor’s TARDIS, after they’d been discovered hiding aboard the ship and accused of being stowaways.
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Daleks infected with the ‘Human Factor’ do battle with others still loyal to the Dalek Emperor.





When the Daleks materialised aboard the Mary Celeste demanding information on the Doctor, the sailors mistook them for ‘the white terror of Barbary’, a supernatural terror that was rumoured to plague sailing ships in those climes, and hurriedly abandoned ship. The Daleks, unable to garner any information, returned to their time vessel and left. The Mary Celeste was left to drift upon the waves for ten days, before finally being found.

INTO THE TWENTIETH CENTURY

The next Dalek incursion into human history came in 1930, in New York City. Here, in the shadow of the Great Depression, the ‘Cult of Skaro’ took over the construction of the Empire State Building as part of their plan to revisit the Daleks’ old strategy of combining humans and Daleks into a single new life form.

The Cult of Skaro were a group of four elite Daleks, founded during the Time War by the Dalek Emperor, and tasked with ‘thinking like their enemies’ to better help the Daleks understand how to defeat them. This new creative mindset led to the four members of the Cult developing specific personalities and names (Dalek Sec, Dalek Caan, Dalek Thay and Dalek Jast)  as well as the capacity to imagine and strategise – qualities previously deemed unsuitable for Dalek kind.

The Cult had survived the Time War by escaping in a Dalek void ship, along with a dimensionally transcendental prison ship containing millions of Daleks. Initially arriving on Earth in the early 21st century, the Doctor had used a vortex manipulator to suck the Daleks back into the void and obliterate their army. Unbeknownst to the Doctor, however, the Cult of Skaro had escaped this fate, using an emergency temporal shift to relocate to America in 1930, from where they set about laying the groundwork for their new scheme.

When they arrived, the American economy was in a dire state, following the great stock market crash of the previous year. Many people had become dispossessed, losing their homes and belongings, and forced to relocate to temporary accommodation in one of the shanty towns that began to spring up all across the country. One such makeshift ‘town’ was ‘Hooversville’ – a motley collection of tents and shacks erected in New York’s Central Park.

The Daleks took advantage of these desperate people, initially recruiting workers from Hooversville to help build a structure at the top of the Empire State Building. Later they used them as test subjects, or genetically modified them to become ‘pig slaves’, their genes irrevocably spliced with porcine DNA.
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The Cult of Skaro made their base inside the partially erected Empire State Building in New York City.
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Using scavenged human technology, the Cult of Skaro assembled a device that would power their transformation into Dalek/human hybrids.
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The Newborn – a sculpture of the Dalek Sec Hybrid from the Space Museum on Xeros, thought to be Sarkovian in origin.



When the Doctor and his companion Martha Jones arrived in New York City on a sightseeing trip, they soon learned of the rash of disappearances and decided to investigate. They volunteered for recruitment into the workforce, and were taken into the city’s sewers. There they discovered discarded organic matter from the planet Skaro, and encountered a number of pig slaves. Breaking away from the other workers, they escaped into a theatre above, and joined forces with one of the performers, Tallulah, who was anxious to investigate the disappearance of her lover, Laszlo.

The Doctor established that Laszlo had been partially transformed into a pig slave, and, following his mutinous lead, the Time Lord and his party hurried to the unfinished Empire State Building, where they discovered more of the pig slaves, along with the Daleks.

The Doctor’s suspicions were now confirmed, and he and his companions were taken before the Cult of Skaro, who set out their plans. Believing themselves to be the last of the Dalek race, they intended to merge with humanity, using their own genetic material to create a race of Dalek-human hybrids, and thus perpetuate their existence.

Dalek Sec – the leader of the Cult – decided to conduct the first experiment upon itself, and joined with a male human, emerging moments later as the very first hybrid.

The Doctor and his companions escaped in the ensuing confusion, but were soon recaptured, following an all-out Dalek assault on Hooverville. Dalek Sec, however, ordered the Doctor to be brought before him alive, raising questions in the minds of the other Daleks regarding his ongoing suitability to lead them, and whether the human genes with which he had bonded were negatively affecting his mind.

Back at the Daleks’ base of operations, the Doctor learned the full extent of their plan. They intended to use the Empire State Building as a conduit, capturing the energy of a solar flare to generate enough power to create more Dalek-human hybrids – a feat otherwise unachievable in 1930s America. Dalek Thay had sacrificed the Dalekanium panelling from its travel machine to help channel the energy, and these panels had been affixed to the mast at the top of the tower in preparation.

Seeing that the hybridisation process had transformed Dalek Sec into an empathic, thoughtful being, the Doctor agreed to help, having learned that the human vessels intended for hybridisation were already brain dead, and could not otherwise be saved.

However, Daleks Caan, Thay and Jast were also aware of the alteration in Sec’s attitude, and believed him to have been perverted by the human genetic matter. They staged a mutiny against Sec, chaining him up and altering the parameters of the hybridising machine. Now when the power from the solar flare struck the mast, the human ‘blanks’ would effectively be turned into Daleks, losing all their original human qualities. (This, in many ways, was a process similar to the one enacted by the Dalek Emperor on Skaro, who had previously succeeded in infusing a human being with the ‘Dalek factor’.)

Desperate to stop the Daleks, the Doctor valiantly attempted to scale the mast and remove the Dalekanium panels. He was, however, too late, and the process proved successful. A small army of humans were instilled with the genetic and mental profile of the Daleks.

The Doctor and his companions escaped through the sewers to the theatre, with the human-Dalek army in pursuit. Once there, the Doctor pleaded with Daleks Thay and Jast to listen to Sec. With Sec as their leader, he argued, the Daleks could start anew; they could become something different, something better.

Thay and Jast disagreed, however, recognising Sec as nothing but an abomination. They attempted to exterminate the Doctor, but Sec threw himself in the way, sacrificing himself – and proving once and for all that he was no longer a true Dalek.

Jast and Thay ordered the human-Dalek army to destroy the Doctor, but they refused, instead turning on the Daleks and destroying them. It transpired that the Doctor’s DNA had also been transmitted to the human blanks, since he had been struck by the solar flare whilst still atop the Empire State Building. The blanks had not, in fact, become human-Daleks after all, but rather received some Time Lord DNA in the mix.

Made aware of this by the Doctor, Dalek Caan – who had remained behind at the Empire State Building – triggered a termination sequence that destroyed all the hybrids, and then performed a second emergency temporal shift despite the Doctor offering his help to the sole surviving member of its species.

Eleven years later, Earth was engulfed in the global conflict known as the Second World War. The Daleks once again found a means to inveigle their way into human society – this time across the Atlantic, in the city of London.

A single Dalek ship had escaped the destruction of a vast Dalek fleet in the future, tumbling through time to find itself marooned in Earth’s Solar System in 1941. The ship was carrying a Dalek Progenitor, a device capable of creating new ‘pure’ Daleks from original Kaled mutant DNA. The surviving Daleks had attempted to initiate the device, but failed. The Progenitor refused to recognise them as true Daleks, since Davros – who had been plucked from his own timestream by Dalek Caan following Caan’s escape from New York – had created them all from his personal DNA. The only way to activate the device was to procure a testimony deemed worthy by the Progenitor that confirmed the authenticity of the surviving Daleks. With no other options, the surviving Daleks placed the ship in orbit around the Earth, and transmatted to the surface – but only after establishing an ingenious cover.

With the help of Professor Edwin Bracewell, an engineer working for British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, the Daleks were able to pose as ‘Ironsides’ – robotic war machines apparently invented by Bracewell to help defend Britain against attack. Despite some initial doubts, Churchill had embraced the Ironsides, particularly once their effectiveness had been proven during a demonstration in which they successfully repelled a German bombing raid.

When the Doctor and his companion Amy Pond arrived in London, summoned by Churchill to examine Bracewell’s inventions, the Time Lord immediately recognised the Ironsides as Daleks. Intrigued to discover their plans, he confronted them. At first the Daleks continued to respond only as Ironsides, maintaining their cover, which led to an angry outburst from the Doctor, during which he declared ‘I am the Doctor and you are the Daleks!’
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The Dalek Progenitor, which proved to be the salvation of the Daleks, giving rise to the New Paradigm.





In orbit, the Dalek Progenitor accepted the Doctor’s ‘testimony’ and initiated the production of a new Dalek paradigm. This had been the Ironside Daleks’ intention all along – to lure the Doctor into confirming their provenance as ‘true’ Daleks.

The Ironsides revealed their true identity, opening fire on a number of British soldiers. Bracewell’s true nature was finally exposed too when the Daleks explained he was actually a sophisticated android, developed by the Daleks to pose as a human and support them in their charade. Bracewell himself had not been aware of this fact, believing himself to be entirely human.

The Ironside Daleks transmatted back to their ship, and the Doctor gave chase in his TARDIS. Aboard the Dalek ship, the Doctor confronted the Ironsides, threatening to destroy the vessel – and himself – before the Progenitor had completed its task. In response the Daleks fired an energy beam at London, lighting up the blacked-out city just as another German bombing raid approached.

The Doctor’s companion Amy managed to convince Bracewell to use the Daleks’ technological knowhow against them, modifying three Spitfire fighter planes to be able to fly in space. The humans then launched an attack on the Dalek vessel, managing to destroy the source of the energy beam just as the Progenitor completed its work.

The new Daleks that emerged from the Progenitor Chamber were superior in almost every way to the Ironsides – larger, more powerful, and grown from ‘pure’ Kaled mutant DNA. Additionally, they had been allocated specific roles by the Progenitor, denoted by colour – the Scientist, the Strategist, the Eternal, the Supreme and the Drone. The first action of these new Daleks was to eliminate their own ‘impure’ forebears, before turning their attention to the Spitfires still harrying their vessel. They swiftly destroyed two of the human fighters, and while the Doctor initially urged the third and final pilot to continue his attack, the Daleks activated the ‘Oblivion Continuum’, an unstable wormhole they had placed inside Bracewell to serve as his power source – and also as an insurance policy.

Aware that the wormhole would consume the Earth if left unchecked, the Doctor was forced to abandon the attack on the Dalek ship and return to Earth. There he and Amy were able to persuade Bracewell of his humanity, causing the device inside him to power down, negating the threat to Earth.

Meanwhile, the Dalek ship escaped, fleeing into space.
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In 1941, British Prime Minister Winston Churchill developed a propaganda campaign celebrating the creation of the new ‘Ironsides’ – war machines intended to help the British win WWII.



The Daleks returned to London some years later, in 1963, this time in search of an ancient Time Lord artefact – the Hand of Omega – which the Doctor had secreted on Earth during a prior visit.

The Hand of Omega was a device created during the early days of Time Lord civilisation, allowing the wielder to harness the power of a sun. The Doctor had hidden it on Earth to stop it falling into the wrong hands, but the Daleks had recently become aware of its hiding place, and come to Earth in search of it. With the Hand, they would be able to convert their sun into a source of unimaginable power and use that to develop their own sophisticated time-travel technology. Conquering all points in time and space simultaneously, they would rewrite the history of the entire universe so that only the Daleks survived. Finally, they would fulfil the destiny of their species to become the supreme power in the universe.
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The New Paradigm Daleks are colour-coded by rank and function: red denotes Drones, orange denotes Scientist Daleks, yellow denotes the Eternal Dalek, blue denotes Strategist Daleks and white denotes the Supreme Dalek.
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The New Paradigm Daleks have far larger travel machines than their predecessors.



However, a division in the Dalek forces complicated matters. A civil war had broken out between two opposing Dalek regimes: those who accepted the leadership of their Emperor and those who refused to recognise its authority.

The Renegade Daleks, led by the Supreme Dalek, had retained a grey patterning to denote their affiliation, while the Imperial Daleks, under the command of the Dalek Emperor, wore a white and gold livery and retained control of Skaro, the Daleks’ home planet. The war between them had raged for decades and the two forces were now diametrically opposed. Consequently, both Dalek factions additionally sought the Hand of Omega to gain dominance over the other, and both deployed forces to Earth to search for the ancient device.

When the Doctor and his companion Ace arrived in 1963, they soon became embroiled in the hostilities between the two Dalek factions, first encountering a Renegade Dalek in a scrap yard on Totter’s Lane. This had been engaged by a small military force of humans who were badly outmatched by the Dalek’s superior firepower. The Doctor destroyed the Dalek using a high-powered explosive, and warned the military to stand down, explaining that the two Dalek forces would soon obliterate one another without the need for human intervention.

Although he hadn’t anticipated the presence of two different Dalek factions, the Doctor, however, was still able to manipulate events. He exposed the location of the Hand of Omega to the Renegade Daleks, who used human agents, some of them controlled via a ‘Battle Computer’, to retrieve it.

The Imperial Daleks learned of this and despatched a strike force to Earth. Following a number of skirmishes on the streets of London, a raging battle took place between the Dalek forces in the grounds of Coal Hill School.

With the battle evenly matched, the Imperial Daleks were eventually forced to deploy a Special Weapons Dalek – a Dalek equipped with a turret-mounted heavy weapon – to obliterate the Renegade forces.

Soon after, the Imperial Daleks were able to retrieve the Hand of Omega, when two of the Renegade Daleks’ human agents, witnessing the destruction of their masters, turned traitor and attempted to flee with the device.

When he discovered this, the Doctor rigged a communications device using damaged Dalek transmat technology left at the school, and contacted the Dalek Emperor aboard the Imperial Dalek Mothership, which had remained in orbit around the Earth throughout the conflict. The Dalek Emperor revealed himself to be the Daleks’ creator Davros, hidden inside a protective casing.

The Doctor, fully aware of Davros’s megalomaniacal tendencies, incited him to unleash the Hand of Omega on Skaro’s sun, leading Davros to believe that it would grant him the power to overthrow the Time Lords. However, the Doctor had reprogrammed the Hand, and the activation caused Skaro’s sun to go supernova, apparently obliterating Skaro and destroying all of the remaining Dalek forces.

The Hand of Omega then collided with the Imperial Mothership in Earth orbit, causing it to detonate, but not before Davros was able to eject in an escape pod and flee.

Only the Supreme Dalek remained on Earth, and the Doctor made it aware of its overwhelming defeat. This caused it to destroy itself, freeing its remaining human operative from its malign control.

For a time, it seemed as if the Daleks had been permanently defeated. But the Daleks are nothing if not tenacious, and it would only be a short time before they once again visited the Earth to enact their devious schemes …
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In the late 20th century, the Daleks brought their civil war to the heart of England, terrorising the populace with horrific battles.





THE HUMAN FACTOR

Throughout their many incursions into humanity’s timeline – both past and future – the Daleks have found reason to enlist the assistance of human beings to aid them in their cause.

In some instances this has taken the form of simple, acquiescent slaves, suitable only for labour or menial tasks, while on others it required slaves capable of carrying out more sophisticated tasks, including subterfuge, impersonation, reconnaissance and assassination.

The methods employed by the Daleks to assert this control have evolved over time, perhaps in response to the Doctor’s repeated interference, or perhaps to combat developing human technology and willpower. Mind control, genetic manipulation, duplicates or even sophisticated ‘Dalekisation’ have all been employed during the course of the Daleks’ interaction with humans.

Whatever form it takes, however, it is almost certain that when Daleks come into contact with human beings, some form of manipulation and control will be used.

Complete records are scarce, but historians have been able to identify a number of cases in which the Daleks somehow managed to assert control over both individuals and small groups of unwilling humans.

ARTHUR TERRALL

When the Daleks invaded Theodore Maxtible’s house in 1866, they forcibly enlisted Arthur Terrall, the fiancé of Maxtible’s sister, through a form of mind control. The effect was not entirely successful, eliciting erratic and suspicious behaviour from Terrall, who had difficulty recalling a number of events that he had previously instigated on behalf of the Daleks.

Terrall never ate or drank anything in front of other people, and was prone to angry mood swings. He eventually declared his hand when he engaged the Doctor’s companion, Jamie, in a sword fight, but lost the fight when he collapsed after the Daleks had relinquished their control. He is thought to have made a full recovery, far away from London in the safe care of Ruth Maxtible.

PIG SLAVES

When the Cult of Skaro arrived in 1930s New York, following their emergency temporal shift from the future, they took an entirely different approach. Knowing that they would need an extensive force of labourers to assist in the construction of their hybridisation machine, they began abducting people from the slum town of Hooverville, genetically altering them to create human-pig hybrids. These hybrids remained largely humanoid, but with porcine features and low intelligence; most hybrids could not communicate in anything but grunts and snorts, and developed violent tendencies, able to gore other humans with their sharp tusks.

The pig slaves only had a lifespan of a few weeks, which nevertheless suited the Daleks’ purpose – one of the main tasks of the pig slaves was to ‘obtain’ further humans for conversion, meaning the entire workforce was eminently replaceable.

Following the Doctor’s interference in the Cult of Skaro’s plan, only one pig slave still survived – a partially converted man named Laszlo, who retained his human intelligence and compassion, and was healed by the Doctor to extend his life span beyond those of the other slaves.
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A photograph of a pig slave, taken after it was found wandering in an alleyway by an NYPD patrol. It later died in custody.





BRACEWELL

Bracewell was an android created by the Daleks to impersonate a human scientist in 1941. He was implanted as a sleeper agent in London, quickly becoming a part of Winston Churchill’s inner circle due to his development of the ‘Ironsides’ – robotic war machines, which he employed to help defend London against a major German air raid, gaining Churchill’s confidence.

Bracewell believed himself to be human, with a full set of implanted memories suggesting a fake history on Earth, including his invention and development of the Ironsides.

After the Doctor’s arrival, the Ironsides were revealed as masquerading Daleks and Bracewell’s true nature uncovered. At first he refused to acknowledge his true heritage until the Doctor and his companion Amy were able to convince him he was more human than Dalek. This deactivated a weapon built inside him by the Daleks, and prevented the destruction of the Earth.

Bracewell was granted a reprieve by Churchill, and continued to work for the British war effort against the Axis forces.

[image: Image]
A Dalek posing as an ‘Ironside’ offers tea to British Army Officers.



JUDITH WINTERS

Judith Winters was a young schoolgirl who was kidnapped by Renegade Dalek forces in 1963 when they came to Earth in search of the fabled Time Lord artefact, the Hand of Omega.

The Renegade Daleks, under the command of the Supreme Dalek, had previously employed a ‘battle computer’ to assist them in their strategising. However, they soon recognised that the computer, and the Dalek mindset, were too rigid and logical to provide them with a creative solution for defeating their enemies: the opposing Imperial Dalek faction.

The Supreme Dalek believed that through creating a mental link between Winters and the battle computer, they might tap into the resources of the young girl’s imagination and creativity, assisting them in their planning.

Under this malign influence, Winters also acted as a spy for the Renegade Daleks, and later as an assassin, deploying unusual electrical powers granted to her via the mental link.

When the Supreme Dalek obliterated itself, the mental link was broken and Winters was freed, although some accounts suggest she never fully recovered from the trauma of her time as a Dalek slave.

DUPLICATES

On occasion, the Daleks have used their skills in genetic manipulation to create duplicates or ‘replicants’ – copies of humans they had killed, which retained some memories of their former selves, but operated entirely under Dalek control.

These duplicates were employed in undercover work and espionage. Indeed, at one point the Supreme Dalek planned to capture the Doctor and create a duplicate of him, in order to have it assassinate the High Council of Gallifrey and destabilise the Time Lords. However although he was captured, the Doctor managed to escape before the duplicate was complete.

The technique is still favoured by some Dalek forces, leading to nervousness from human forces engaged in conflict with the Daleks, who show suspicion towards all strangers and newcomers, fearing them to be Dalek duplicates.

ROBOMEN

When the Daleks invaded the Earth in the 22nd century, they were few in number, and despite their superior technology, needed additional support to act as guards and manage teams of human slaves.

In response they developed a technique of adapting humans into ‘robomen’ through a surgical process known as a ‘transfer’. During this, prisoners’ brains were operated on, and large metal headsets were fitted over their heads.

This procedure pacified the robomen and made them suggestible to Dalek control. However, the technique was unstable and would eventually wear off, rendering the subjects insane and suicidal.

DALEKISED HUMANS

In the period after the Time War, the Daleks developed other, more sophisticated, means of altering human physiology to create Dalek slaves. Using clouds of nanogenes, any human could be partially converted into a Dalek, harbouring Dalek technology inside their body.

In most instances the infected person was unaware of this conversion, or of the horror lurking inside of them. They were deployed as sleeper agents, continuing with their normal life until the Daleks had cause to activate them – at which point a miniature Dalek eyestalk would extend through their forehead, and a weapon would emerge from their arm. From this point on, the human would be, to all intents and purposes, a Dalek themselves, accepting only the commands of other Daleks.

A later evolution of this technology saw the weapons replaced with energy beams that shot from the victim’s palm.

[image: Image]
One of only a handful of surviving images of robomen from the Daleks’ invasion of Earth in the 22nd century, sketched by a prisoner before his own untimely conversion.



BEHIND THE SCENES



THE VOICE OF THE DALEKS

WITH NICHOLAS BRIGGS
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Brian Hodgson (right) and Dick Mills compare the lengths of two musical sounds on tape at the BBC Radiophonic Workshop, watched by manager Desmond Briscoe in 1965.



What’s the history of the iconic ‘Dalek sound’?

The history of the iconic ‘Dalek sound’ is largely down to the BBC’s Radiophonic Workshop, which is now sadly defunct. A very talented gentleman called Brian Hodgson had the job of creating ‘special sounds’ for Doctor Who. He was a great innovator and worked alongside many other extremely talented people, such as Delia Derbyshire, who also created the unique sound and arrangement of Ron Grainer’s iconic Doctor Who theme tune.

When Brian was given the task of creating the voice effect for this new alien terror, the Daleks, he remembered a robot voice he’d created for another production. He’d actually spoken the lines himself, but he’d used a General Post Office ring modulator — a device used for modulating signals – which was actually being used as a doorstop! He’d struck upon the idea of processing a human voice with it, giving it an electronic quality. So he set up a recording session with two pre-eminent voice artists, Peter Hawkins and David Graham.

They worked hard to create a terrifying, staccato delivery and Brian concentrated on boosting the mid-frequencies, which really seemed to react well with the ring modulation effect. 

Even though those voices created for the first Dalek story are recognisable to us now as Daleks, the best-known Dalek vocal delivery didn’t finally solidify until the third Dalek story, The Chase, in 1965.

Dick Mills, who took over from Brian Hodgson as the main supplier of special sounds for Doctor Who, once confessed to me, under pressure of constant questioning on stage at a Doctor Who convention, that they never actually wrote down the modulator settings for the Dalek voice. That, I deduce, is the reason why the Dalek voice never quite sounds the same from 1963 until 1988 (their last appearance in the original TV series). They not only vary from story to story, but also from episode to episode and sometimes from scene to scene (as witnessed in that ‘final’ appearance in Remembrance of the Daleks).

[image: Image]
Nicholas Briggs portrayed Peter Hawkins, original voice of the Daleks, in 2013’s Doctor Who biopic, An Adventure in Space and Time.
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It was not until The Chase (1965) that the now-traditional grating Dalek voices were properly heard.



The best way to think of it is like all the live versions of your favourite song. It never sounds quite the same twice!

One of my rather anorak-ish goals when I took over providing the voice was to make sure that the technical presentation of the Dalek voice remained consistent. I did write my settings down. But even then, the way it ended up sounding varied considerably, depending on the mixing preferences of the on-set sound recordist and the sound designer. I eventually eliminated these slight differences by only supplying them with a fully mixed Dalek voice effect, rather than leaving the mixing up to them. It’s been thoroughly consistent for quite a few years now.

What led to you becoming the expert in recreating the Dalek voices?

I would hesitate to call myself an expert. But it is a rather bizarre passion of mine. And like all bizarre passions, it comes from my childhood. Although I was equally obsessed with the appearance of the Daleks, filling drawing books with endless drawings of them, nothing said ‘Dalek’ to me quite like the actual voice – if you’ll forgive the dreadful pun. I was kind of obsessed with it. It was an unknowable, unattainable thing. I mean, how could a young child of the 1960s and 1970s ever get his hands on a ring modulator? I didn’t even know what a ring modulator was. It wasn’t until the 1980s, when I was messing around making audio dramas for fun with a bunch of other Doctor Who fans, that we got a lovely bunch of hippies in a backstreet electronics shop to make a ring modulator for us, based on a circuit diagram in a magazine. 

[image: Image]
Nicholas Briggs in action as the voice of the eponymous Dalek in 2005, as Billie Piper watches on.



I remember the moment when we first connected a microphone up to it. I grabbed the microphone, full of anticipation. I started to speak. ‘Attention! Survivors of London. This is your final warning! Leave your hiding places! Show yourselves in the street!’ To this day, I don’t know why I chose to speak those words from the movie Daleks – Invasion Earth 2150 AD, but I knew we needed a longish speech during which we could adjust the settings.

[image: Image]
The Dalek voice is as iconic as the monster’s design; when Doctor Who returned in 2005, the Daleks appeared six weeks into the series’ run and boosted its popularity, exactly as they did the first time round in 1963.



What specialist equipment do you use?

Back in those days, the ring modulator I used was a homemade affair, with wires spilling out the back, and a tiny screw was the only way of altering the rate of modulation. This is vital to the success of a Dalek voice! And on that old lash-up, the setting wandered of its own accord. So there was a constant battle to keep the modulation on course.

Now, I use a Mooger-Fooger ring modulator and have done since about 2003 on the Big Finish audio Doctor Who dramas, licensed by the BBC. The secret of getting it technically right is to push a very overloaded signal from the microphone through the ring modulator. This gives it a nicely ‘furry’ analogue sound, which recalls the best Dalek voices from the original Doctor Who.

Tell us about the first time you brought the Daleks back to life on TV.

It was possibly the most exciting time of my life. Firstly, the rumours that Russell T Davies had said at a meeting with BBC licensees that he wanted me to do the voice. Secondly, the phone call from my agent, telling me I’d got the job – no audition necessary! Thirdly, arriving at the readthrough and getting the most gigantic reaction in the room when I first screamed into the ring modulator. And fourthly, on set, beneath the Millennium Centre in Cardiff, bringing that beautiful Dalek to life and terrifying everyone all over again.

All very magical moments with me. It was new territory. We were reinventing something without a manual and there were many technical issues to overcome, but we made it – and the Daleks were a big success again.

How do you decide what different textures to give different Daleks?

When I do my Dalek voices, I’m always indebted to those hugely talented men who preceded me, establishing the great and horrible sound of the Daleks. Peter Hawkins is my favourite. The original. The guv’nor. But David Graham brought so much to it too. Roy Skelton was brilliant. And I have a particular fondness for Michael Wisher, who I knew fairly well. So, out of respect for those guys and because they inspired me, I name all my different Daleks after them. And, without actually impersonating them, I allow their deliveries to assist me in the different tonal and pitch changes in the different Daleks. I add further descriptions to my script just to remind and help me, as I have to change voices very quickly when they’re all talking to each other. So, I might write something like ‘Pete, but angrier’ and ‘Roy, but gravelly’, stuff like that. It’s always a challenge and great fun. 

[image: Image]
Nicholas Briggs particularly enjoyed voicing the insane ‘abomination’ Dalek Caan during The Stolen Earth (2008).



Which is your favourite type of Dalek to voice?

I can’t name a single favourite. But I’ve been lucky enough to have been given several new challenges over the years. I love doing the ‘straight down the line’ nasty Daleks – barking orders, screaming ‘Exterminate!’. But the challenges along the way have stretched the expressive capabilities of the Daleks, making them more like characters than ever before.

We began with those scenes with Rose and the Doctor in Dalek, when the Dalek was wheedling away at them, trying to make them pity it.

Then there was Dalek Caan, that crazy Dalek who had been sucked right through the Time War – he was always giggling and had a crazy voice, as though all his neurons were firing in really crazy directions. Then there was Rusty in Into the Dalek, who got sick and thought he was ‘nice’. Those challenges are such great fun. But my main responsibility is to make them as horrible and terrible as possible.

[image: Image]
In 2014’s Into the Dalek, the invalid Dalek Rusty absorbs the Doctor’s hatred of Daleks and embarks on a mission to destroy his own kind.



What’s the strangest thing you’ve had to record a Dalek voice for?

In the course of doing this crazy job, there have been many, many strange things I’ve been asked to do. Record proposals of marriage for people? Yes, odd. Voicemail messages. A very common request! The things John Barrowman asked me to record for his personal, pink Dalek? Yep, I had to modify some of those. I mean, I didn’t want to be taken to court!

But I suppose the craziest stuff is the official launch events and other things I’m asked to do by the BBC. I remember launch events when the great and the good are invited and there’s a Dalek waiting to greet them as they go into the screening. I watch from a distance, with some knowledgeable person next to me telling me the names of the ‘important people’ approaching. Imagine the looks of terror and delight when some local dignitary is greeted, by name, by a screaming alien death machine! And then there was the time The One Show had me go to Slough railway station and do all the train announcements as a Dalek. Bonkers!
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THE RETURN TO EARTH

As the Daleks continued to spread a wave of destruction throughout the known universe, conquering the Earth remained a key priority, particularly once they had developed a more reliable method of traversing the time vortex.

The Daleks believed that by invading Earth during weak or tumultuous points in its timeline, they could disrupt its future. If they instigated catastrophic change, it would stunt the expansion of humanity and exterminate the human threat forever. With Earth’s future history rewritten, the Daleks could avert their protracted war with the human colonies of the First Great and Bountiful Human Empire, essentially allowing the Daleks to win before the conflict ever began.

One such weak point in Earth’s history occurred in the 22nd century, following a hundred years of terrible nuclear wars that left seven-eighths of the world’s population dead, and the survivors eking out a living amongst the ruins of civilisation. Seizing the opportunity presented by an undefended Earth, the Daleks invaded. They enslaved the remaining humans, some of whom went on to become collaborators,  and used them to strip the remaining mineral wealth of the planet, fuelling the Daleks’ expansion across time and space.

This devastating invasion had its roots in a much earlier time period, however, arising out of a causal loop instigated by the Daleks’ own actions in the future, involving guerrilla resistance fighters and a plot to avert the original conflict. Sources contradict each other, with official records of the time placing the date of the temporal incursion as taking place as either during the 1970s or 1980s.

In the early part of the decade, the Earth was teetering on the brink of all-out war. Tensions between the first world nations were running high, and an arms race had led to the ever-present spectre of nuclear holocaust.

The British Government believed the outbreak of a Third World War was imminent and so tasked one of its diplomats, Sir Reginald Styles, to assemble representatives of the key world powers. He was charged with brokering a new peace treaty and putting an end to the threat of war. The peace conference was to be held at Auderly House, a government facility in England.

However, all was not to go smoothly. While Styles tried desperately to persuade the Chinese to participate in the talks, strange occurrences began to plague him at Auderly House. A soldier bearing a futuristic-looking weapon menaced Styles in his study, only to disappear seconds before opening fire. This harrowing incident caused the terrified diplomat to claim to his secretary that a ghost had appeared out of nowhere and threatened him.

With the success of the peace conference paramount to world security, the British contingent of the United Nations Intelligence Taskforce (UNIT) was brought in to ensure Styles’ safety. Under the command of Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart, a small force of soldiers were deployed to Auderly House, along with the Doctor, who at the time was attached to UNIT in the role of Scientific Advisor.

While Styles travelled to Peking to meet with the Chinese diplomats directly, further strange manifestations began to occur in the grounds of Auderly House, so the Doctor and UNIT remained to investigate.

A second mysterious soldier was found unconscious in the grounds, and the Doctor established that his futuristic weapon was of Earth origin. The soldier was carrying a small black box that served as a personal time travel device but when the Doctor activated the box, he inadvertently alerted Dalek forces in the 22nd century, who had been monitoring transmissions in search of a group of human freedom fighters who had stolen Dalek time travel technology in order to travel back to the 20th century and assassinate Reginald Styles, whom they believed to be responsible for the onset of the wars that had laid humanity so low.
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Throughout history the distinctive Dalek form has inspired fear in the human race.
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Although not generally known for their stealth, Daleks will often find an unobserved location to amass an invasion force before showing their hand.





Soon, further guerrillas arrived at Auderly to complete their mission, only to discover that Styles had already flown to the Chinese capital. They took the Doctor and his companion Jo Grant prisoner, although the pair soon escaped. Jo inadvertently activated a time travel device and found herself transported to the 22nd century, where she was captured and interrogated by the Daleks’ human collaborator, the Controller.

Making use of information gleaned from Jo, the Daleks also sent a small patrol back to the 20th century, supported by a number of Ogrons –large, humanoid aliens whom they had previously enslaved. The Daleks intended to destroy the human freedom fighters before they could enact any changes to the timeline.

Seeing Ogrons approaching Auderly House the guerrillas fled, leaving behind one of their number who was carrying a bomb, which they intended to use to kill Styles when he returned. The Doctor followed the others and was caught up in the vortex bubble generated by their time travel devices, arriving with them in the 22nd century.

Once there, the Doctor was reunited with Jo, and met the Controller, who explained the history of the past two centuries. He argued that his family had been given no choice but to serve the Daleks, seeing collaboration as their only means of survival. Jo and the Doctor escaped, but were soon recaptured. The Doctor was then subjected to interrogation by the Daleks, during which they used a ‘mind analysis device’ to extract memories directly from his brain. They stopped short of killing him, however, when the Controller intervened, arguing that he could make use of the Doctor to extract further information on the rebels.

In the meantime, the guerrillas learned of the Doctor’s capture by the Daleks. Believing him to be of value to their cause – the only person the Daleks had ever been visibly afraid of – they raided the Controller’s headquarters and freed the Doctor and Jo.

Back at their hideout, the guerrillas outlined their mission to the Doctor. They believed Styles to have been responsible for igniting the horrific wars that blighted the planet and enabled the Daleks to seize control. History suggested that Styles had lured the other diplomats to Auderly House, only to detonate a bomb that saw them all destroyed, instigating a series of reprisals from the other nations that soon erupted into a global conflict.

The Doctor, discovering that the guerrillas had taken a bomb back with them in order to assassinate Styles, realised that the guerrillas had created their own causal loop; by travelling back to the 20th century to attempt to prevent the explosion, they had instead been the instigators of it.

Armed with this new information the Doctor, Jo and a handful of guerrillas returned to the 20th century, following a brief encounter with the Controller, who ambushed them in the tunnels beneath the rebel hideout, only to allow them to go free at the last minute when persuaded by the Doctor to do the right thing for humanity and act against the will of his Dalek masters.

There they found a Dalek strike force was laying siege to Auderly House, contested by the guerrillas and UNIT. Made aware of the impending disaster, however, Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart evacuated the peace conference delegates from the house, and as the Daleks finally gained entry, the guerrilla detonated the bomb, destroying the house, and with it, the Daleks.

With the peace conference saved and the delegates now fully cognisant of the true stakes of their treaty, Earth’s future history was repaired, the terrible wars averted, and the alternate timeline negated. Consequently, this Dalek invasion of 22nd century Earth was obliterated from time as if it had never occurred.

This wasn’t the Daleks’ last intervention in Earth’s history by any means. From the far future, the Supreme Dalek set up a time corridor to Earth in 1984, through which it initiated a scheme to capture and replace prominent humans all across the planet with Dalek duplicates. These duplicates were in every way identical to the people they impersonated, save for the fact they operated entirely under Dalek control, serving as sleeper agents, ready to be activated whenever the need arose.

The Supreme Dalek planned to use both the time corridor and the duplicates to capture the Doctor on Earth, and then duplicate him, with a view to deploying the new Doctor duplicate to the Time Lords’ home planet of Gallifrey, where it would be tasked with assassinating the Time Lord High Council – a move that would later be interpreted as an act of war.

Additionally, the Daleks had recently lost a war against the Movellans – a race of humanoid androids from a nearby galaxy – after they devised a virus that specifically targeted Dalek tissue. The Dalek Supreme planned to raid a prison station and free their creator, Davros, who had been trapped in cryogenic suspension aboard the station for over 90 years. The Dalek Supreme would then force Davros to engineer a cure to the Movellan virus, before returning him to cryogenic suspension.

Events, however, did not play out as the Dalek Supreme had envisioned. Following the raid on the prison station, the revived Davros proved devious, and was able to assert control over the minds of human duplicates and Daleks alike, soon assembling a small force of his own to combat those of the Supreme Dalek.

Davros felt the Daleks had become traitorous to his original cause, and intended to destroy them, instead creating an entirely new race of Daleks who would laud him as their rightful leader.
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Ogron mercenaries – enslaved by the Daleks – lay waste to a UNIT patrol.
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Davros, previously resuscitated by the Daleks, had turned against his creations, leading to the outbreak of a civil war.





Soon, both Daleks and duplicates were caught in a battle of supremacy on Earth in 1984, as the two forces – those loyal to the Supreme Dalek and those under the control of Davros – went head to head, having travelled back through the time corridor in pursuit of the Doctor and each other.

The Doctor, who had been captured and transported to the future for duplication, had been able to escape by virtue of the poor Dalek conditioning of the duplicates, after successfully turning one such duplicate, Stein, against its masters.

Back in 1984, the Doctor released the Movellan virus, for which Davros had not yet devised a cure, and destroyed both factions of Daleks, while in the future, Stein caused the prison station to detonate, destroying all of the Daleks onboard. Davros, afflicted by the virus and in great pain, was nevertheless able to get away in an escape pod.

What became of the remaining Dalek duplicates on Earth has never been recorded, although it presumed they lived on, oblivious of their Dalek heritage, having never received the signal to activate.

DALEK SURVIVORS AND EARTH

Following the Daleks’ great temporal war with the Time Lords – known throughout the universe as ‘The Last Great Time War’ – the Daleks were largely considered to have been rendered extinct.

The events of the Time War were ‘time locked’ and surviving records pointed to the utter annihilation of both the Time Lords and the Daleks in the closing moments of the conflict.

There were, however, small pockets of survivors on both sides of the war. These included the Doctor, who had been instrumental in bringing matters to a head, and, as he was later to discover, a damaged vessel containing the Dalek Emperor, which had fallen through the vortex, eventually emerging during the height of the First Great and Bountiful Human Empire.

Another Dalek vessel had survived, too, unbeknownst to all: a prototype ‘void ship’ designed to exist in the space between universes, an impossible dimension known simply as the ‘Void’.

The Cult of Skaro had developed this ship during the final days of the Time War, and had used it as an escape pod, jettisoning themselves and their precious cargo from the universe during the final moments of the conflict.

The ship remained drifting in the Void for an immeasurable period of time, before finally being recovered on Earth in 2007 by the Torchwood Institute, a special operations department originally devised by Queen Victoria to investigate, exploit and do battle with any ‘unexplained’ phenomena or enemies that threatened the security of the realm.

Scientists at Torchwood’s London base attempted to study the void ship, which resisted all known forms of measurement and detection. However, the ship had arrived through a strange breach in the universe, upon which Torchwood had been conducting experiments, widening the breach as they attempted to exploit it as an energy source. This resulted in the appearance of thousands of ghostly figures throughout the world, which humans incorrectly assumed to be the spirits of loved ones who had returned to them after death.

Following his arrival, the Doctor immediately sealed the breach, but he was already far too late.

The ‘ghosts’ were revealed to be Cybermen – humanoid cyborgs from an alternative timeline – who were exploiting the breach to manifest across dimensions, intent on seizing control of the Earth.

The Cybermen had not anticipated the appearance of the Daleks, however. Upon the arrival of the Doctor and his companions they opened their void ship to reveal themselves to the world.
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The Cult of Skaro prepare for the opening of the Genesis Ark.





The void ship proved to contain the four members of the Cult of Skaro – Dalek Sec, Dalek Caan, Dalek Jast and Dalek Thay – along with a sealed Time Lord prison containing millions of Daleks taken captive during the Time War. The Cult of Skaro had named this device the ‘Genesis Ark’, and saw it as the salvation of their species – the means by which they would restart the Dalek race.

The Daleks were unable to open the Time Lord prison, however, and demanded that the Doctor’s companion, Rose – who had travelled through the vortex aboard the Doctor’s TARDIS and thus carried the correct energy signature – open it for them. She refused, only for the device to be inadvertently triggered by her erstwhile boyfriend, Mickey, who had also travelled with the Doctor, and had followed the Cybermen across from the alternative timeline in order to stop them.

Meanwhile, having offered an alliance and been violently rejected, the Cybermen had declared war on the Daleks. As millions of Daleks poured out from the Genesis Ark’s dimensionally transcendental interior, the battle spread to the streets and skies above London, as the two cyborg races clashed.

With the human race caught in the crossfire and the safety of the planet at risk, the Doctor had only one course of action left. He had to reopen the breach and use it to draw anything saturated in Void energy back into the Void, Daleks and Cybermen included. With his companion Rose also saturated in Void energy, he transferred her to the alternate timeline before triggering the breach, despite her protests to the contrary. Rose decided, however, that she would rather remain with the Doctor, and so used a dimensional transporter to return from the alternate timeline. Back inside the Torchwood building, and reunited with the Doctor, she assisted him in opening the breach. As the Daleks and Cybermen were plunged into the Void, the Doctor and Rose hung on to magnetic clamps to anchor themselves. Rose’s clamp slipped, however and she lost her grip and was pulled towards the Void. At the last moment, a version of her father from the other timeline, Pete Tyler, jumped through the breach and caught her, before returning her to safety in the alternate timeline. With the breach now closed behind her, however, she remained trapped in that timeline, and separated from the Doctor.

The Dalek and Cybermen armies were devastated as they were pulled unprotected into the empty Void, and the Earth was saved once again from the Daleks – but only for a short while.

The four members of the Cult of Skaro each performed an emergency temporal shift, escaping the same fate as their army, but stranding themselves in New York City in the late 1920s.

Perhaps the Daleks’ most ambitious gambit came in 2009, when a Dalek force led by a new Supreme Dalek, aided by Davros, embarked on an unparalleled feat of planetary engineering, teleporting the entire Earth to a new location in the Medusa Cascade.

Davros had been apparently destroyed during the Time War after flying into the jaws of the Nightmare Child but had been saved by Dalek Caan, whose emergency temporal shift after its defeat by the Doctor in 1930 had sent it back into the heart of the Time War itself.

The amount of energy needed to traverse the time lock surrounding the Time War was so substantial that it irreversibly altered Dalek Caan’s mind, rewiring the neural pathways and rendering it both insane and precognitive, able to see short glimpses of the future. Additionally, the casing of its travel machine had been left a smouldering wreck, exposing the Kaled mutant inside, its skin blistered, its single eye feverishly wandering as it babbled and cackled, spewing forth its prophecies.

Despite sustaining this damage, Dalek Caan managed to extract Davros from his own timeline, saving him from oblivion and dragging him to a safe harbour in the future. From there, Davros set about rebuilding the Dalek race, using fragments of his own genetic material to clone a new army of mutants and constructing a new Dalek fleet, which he commanded from his place aboard the Supreme Dalek’s flagship, the Crucible.

With his new race of Daleks complete, Davros concocted a plan that was both audacious, and utterly insane.

At the heart of the Medusa Cascade – which comprised an inter-universal rift – the relocated Earth formed a kind of ‘circuit’ with twenty-six other worlds, which the Daleks had also stolen and teleported across the universe in similar fashion. When placed in close proximity to one another, these worlds automatically reorganised themselves into a specific, and exceedingly dangerous, pattern.

Davros knew that the circuit formed by this arrangement of worlds would create a compression field that cancelled the electrical activity of atoms, rendering any matter within the field inert. Thus he had created his ‘reality bomb’, the device by which he would destroy all matter in all universes, destroying all of reality itself.

The Earth was the final piece of Davros’s planetary jigsaw, and upon its arrival in the Medusa Cascade, a large Dalek force quickly subjugated the people on the planet, quashing any substantive military resistance. Only a handful of resistance fighters were left alive, operating in the shadows – people who had previously travelled with or worked with the Doctor. They formed a small underground cell, and, using a ‘subwave network’ built on alien technology, broadcast a signal to the Doctor, allowing him to locate them, hidden in a pocket universe that had been desynchronised with the rest of space and time.

Upon arrival on Earth, however, the Doctor was immediately attacked by a Dalek and struck by an energy beam, triggering a regenerative cycle –the process by which Time Lords survive an otherwise fatal wound by altering the physiological makeup of their body.

Aboard his TARDIS, the Doctor was able to siphon his regeneration energy into a severed hand, which he had lost shortly after his previous regeneration. This enabled him to retain his existing form, his body healed. However the excess energy contained in the hand caused the errant limb to regenerate too, growing into a second, near-identical Doctor, which also took on some of the human characteristics of one of his companions, Donna Noble, in a process known as a meta-crisis.

After the TARDIS was captured by the Daleks and taken aboard the Crucible the Doctor once again found himself facing Davros, who outlined his plan for universal destruction.

The Doctor’s allies, meanwhile, had been organising a resistance, and threatened to destroy both the Crucible and the Earth to sabotage Davros’s plans. Their threats were met with amusement, however, and the Supreme Dalek intervened, teleporting them all aboard the Crucible before Davros and the Doctor.
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The Crucible at the heart of the Dalek ‘reality bomb’ in the midst of the Medusa Cascade.





The meta-crisis Doctor managed to prevent the Daleks from destroying the TARDIS, however, and materialised the ship aboard the bridge of the Crucible. As Davros prepared to detonate the reality bomb, the meta-crisis Doctor and Donna attempted to refocus the weapon to target the Daleks. Davros blasted them both with a bolt of electricity, destroying the device and causing Donna to undergo a human-Time Lord meta-crisis, triggered by her proximity to the meta-crisis Doctor during its creation.

Imbued with Time Lord knowledge as a result of the meta-crisis, Donna was able to disable the reality bomb seconds before it detonated. She then joined forces with the two Doctors to manipulate a Dalek control panel, which enabled them to seize control of the Dalek fleet and relocate twenty-six of the planets to their original locations before the control panel was destroyed.

The meta-crisis Doctor, emboldened by a prophecy from Dalek Caan, who had foreseen the forthcoming annihilation of the Daleks, destroyed the Dalek fleet, obliterating all the surviving Daleks. Davros refused the Doctor’s offer of help, and stayed with Dalek Caan as the Crucible exploded around them.

The Doctor then used the TARDIS – piloted by all of his gathered companions – to tow the Earth back to its original orbit in the Solar System, before wiping Donna’s memory of all Time Lord knowledge in order to save her life. The meta-crisis Doctor, who was part human and thus would grow older and not regenerate, joined Rose Tyler in the alternate universe.

Unknown to Davros and Dalek Caan, another lone Dalek also survived the Time War, however, tumbling through the vortex to land on Ascension Island in the 1960s. This sole survivor lay burning in its crater for three days, screaming in abject pain, before eventually being retrieved by military forces.

Finding the Dalek silent and inert, its casing battered and burnt, the military soon allowed it to pass into the hands of private collectors, who traded it amongst themselves for decades, unaware of its true nature.

It was eventually purchased by one of the world’s foremost collectors of extraterrestrial artefacts, Henry van Statten, who dubbed it his ‘Metaltron’. He transported the Dalek to his facility beneath the desert of Utah, where it was held in a secure cell, bound in heavy chains.

Van Statten recognised the Dalek as an extraterrestrial creature, and after detecting faint life signs within its travel machine, instigated a regime of horrifying torture as he attempted to force the Dalek to speak. Throughout all of it, the Dalek remained silent, unwilling to divulge its secrets.

When the Doctor and Rose arrived at van Statten’s facility in 2012, the Doctor was horrified to discover van Statten’s ‘Metaltron’ was, in fact, a Dalek – he believed at that point that they had all been destroyed when he ended the Time War. In revealing himself, however, he caused it to revive. For the first time in half a century, the Dalek spoke, challenging the Doctor, recognising him as the enemy of the Daleks. It attempted to exterminate him, but its power reserves were depleted and its weapon incapable of firing.

The Dalek explained that it was awaiting orders from others of its kind, to which the Doctor explained to the Dalek that it was the last of its species, before attempting to destroy it in a fit of rage. He was stopped by van Statten’s men and dragged away for interrogation.

Taking pity on the Dalek, the Doctor’s companion Rose visited it in its cell, where it manipulated her into touching it. As a time traveller, Rose was soaked in the temporal background radiation that the Dalek needed to restore itself, and once touched, the Dalek grew in strength. It broke free of its shackles and rampaged through van Statten’s complex, killing his private security force, before draining the entire power supply of America’s West Coast and absorbing the sum of human knowledge from the internet.

However, the Dalek had also inadvertently been infused with human genetic material from Rose’s touch, and as such had been infected by the ‘human factor’ – the qualities that define the human species. Confused, alone and terrified of the new range of emotions it was developing, the Dalek begged Rose to order it to destroy itself, unable to see itself as any other than corrupt and impure.

Recognising that she had little choice, Rose gave the order, and the Dalek self-destructed, believing itself to be the very last of its kind.

This was not, however, the end of the Daleks’ fascination with the planet Earth. Out there amongst the stars, other Daleks had survived, and soon their machinations were to be felt …
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Infected by the ‘human factor’, and believing itself to be the sole survivor of its species, a lone Dalek self-destructs.





ANTI-DALEK ORGANISATIONS

Throughout their history, it has proved impossible for the human race to rely solely on the benevolence of the Doctor to assist them in times of crisis, particularly given the vast number of extraterrestrial threats faced by the Earth over the years.

A number of organisations have been created to help combat the alien menace, including the many incursions made by the Daleks. Three of these organisations are of particular note, since they have resisted the Daleks on many notable occasions: UNIT, Torchwood and the Space Security Service.

UNITED NATIONS INTELLIGENCE TASKFORCE (UNIT)

The United Nations Intelligence Taskforce, or later, the Unified Intelligence Taskforce, was a military organisation which operated under the banner of the United Nations, designed to investigate and combat supernatural and alien threats to the world.

It was established following an invasion of the London Underground in the late 1960s by an entity known as the Great Intelligence. Later, the errant Time Lord known as the Doctor would serve for a number of years as their Scientific Advisor, playing a significant role in their continued success at repelling alien attacks. With its Central Command based in Geneva (in common with many United Nations operations), the British branch of the organisation was under the auspices of Brigadier Alistair Gordon Lethbridge-Stewart; in later years, his daughter, Kate, would assume command.

UNIT would go on to combat the Daleks on at least two occasions, although it has been suggested that further encounters are detailed in the dossiers kept in the Black Archive – UNIT’s secret store of captured or retrieved alien artefacts.

The first of these came in the organisation’s early days when Daleks from the future attacked the critical peace conference being held at Auderly House, attempting to ensure the outbreak of a Third World War, thus blighting human history and leaving the Earth vulnerable to hostile takeover in the 22nd century. UNIT soldiers were instrumental in assisting human freedom fighters from the future to hold off the Dalek assault while Auderly House was evacuated.

The second encounter came in 2009, when Daleks commanded by their creator Davros teleported the entire planet to the Medusa Cascade, intending to use the Earth to form part of his apocalypse weapon, the ‘Reality Bomb’.
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A UNIT secure system log-in screen.





Invading Daleks destroyed UNIT facilities across the globe, including their base in New York City and their operational airship, the Valiant. However, UNIT had been working on a doomsday plan known as the ‘Osterhagan Project’ as a contingency against just such an invasion. They had planted a string of twenty-five nuclear warheads beneath the Earth’s crust, which could be triggered by the activation of three of five UNIT substations around the globe, including locations in China, Liberia and Germany.

As the Daleks attacked, UNIT operative Martha Jones used retro-engineered alien teleportation technology to flee, heading to the German substation sixty miles from Nuremberg, from where she was able to threaten the Daleks with the total destruction of the Earth – although she was eventually talked down from triggering the device, and the Daleks were defeated by other means.

The Osterhagan Project was never triggered, and was later decommissioned at the behest of the Doctor.
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UNIT troops take position as Ogron forces lead a Dalek assault on the Home Counties.





TORCHWOOD

The Torchwood Institute was founded in 1879 to protect the British Empire against alien and paranormal threats, and to gather extraterrestrial technology that might later be deployed for the benefit of the British people.

Additionally, its members were tasked with apprehending the Doctor, as, following a brief encounter that same year, Queen Victoria had deemed the rogue Time Lord a threat to the security of the Empire.

Torchwood facilities were set up all across the Empire and flourished for over a century, growing into a significant organisation led for a long time from the Torchwood One base in London, which by 2009 was operating from a building in Canary Wharf.

Torchwood established close ties with UNIT, but operated independently. Where UNIT operated under the governance of the United Nations, Torchwood was a specifically British organisation, with a more wide-ranging remit – including the development of new technologies based on salvaged alien technology.

It was through such a project that Torchwood first became aware of the Daleks.

Scientists at Torchwood One had become aware of an unusual breach in the fabric of the universe, upon which they had begun to carry out experiments, hoping to harness the anomaly as an energy source. A strange sphere passed through the breach and proved to be an experimental Dalek ‘void ship’ containing Dalek survivors from the Time War, which the Torchwood scientists unwittingly unleashed. The breach additionally allowed a large force of Cybermen to manifest in the area, and the two cyborg races entered into a terrifying conflict, known as the ‘battle of Canary Wharf’. This subsequently resulted in the complete destruction of Torchwood One, before the Doctor pulled both armies back into the breach.

Following this, control of the organisation passed to Captain Jack Harkness at the Torchwood Three base in Cardiff. Harkness had previously travelled with the Doctor, and had been killed by the Daleks far in the future, only to be mysteriously resurrected during their defeat and transported to Victorian Earth. When the Daleks teleported the Earth to the Medusa Cascade in 2009 and then invaded the planet, he already knew exactly what to expect.

Working with his two remaining operatives, Harkness used Torchwood’s computers to participate in the resistance cell formed by a number of the Doctor’s previous associates, communicating over their secret ‘subwave network’. He later joined the Doctor aboard the Dalek flagship, the Crucible, and was instrumental in resisting Davros, threatening to destroy the vessel using a ‘warp star’. Back at Torchwood Three, the other Torchwood agents managed to hold off a Dalek attack using a time lock, which sealed the Dalek in a time bubble, but trapped them inside their underground bunker.

Once the Dalek forces had been defeated, Harkness assisted the Doctor in towing the Earth back to its original orbit in the Solar System, before returning to Torchwood Three to continue his work.

SPACE SECURITY SERVICE (SSS)

The Space Security Service was a pseudo-military organisation operating in the late 40th century, tasked with gathering intelligence and negating threats to Earth’s Solar System, which by that point had been extensively colonised by the human race. The organisation’s headquarters were based in Central City on Earth, from which agents were despatched across the known galaxy, operating as spies, assassins and peacekeepers.

SSS agent Marc Cory acted on his own initiative when he heard reports of a Dalek craft in the vicinity of the planet Kembel, and took a ship to investigate. He soon discovered that the Daleks had established a base on Kembel, from which they intended to invade and conquer the Solar System. However, the Daleks exterminated him before he could make his report.

Further SSS agents were despatched to Kembel to investigate what had happened to Cory. They found themselves harried by Daleks, however, and unable to report back to Central City.

After his partner was killed, the surviving agent, Bret Vyon, joined forces with the Doctor, who had arrived on Kembel in search of a cure for his ailing companion. Vyon provided the necessary medical supplies, and together he and the Doctor soon added to what Cory had already learned. Not only were the Daleks planning to invade the Solar System, they intended to deploy a new, deadly weapon of their own devising. Worse, they had formed an alliance with a number of diplomats, including Mavic Chen, Guardian of the Solar System, who had overall responsibility for Earth’s security.

Chen soon learned of Vyon’s escape from Kembel, and branded him a traitor, setting another agent, Sara Kingdom, on his trail. Despite the fact that Kingdom was Vyon’s sister, she killed him at Chen’s behest, only to later discover the truth about the Guardian. Consequently, she joined forces with the Doctor to help prevent the Dalek attack and bring Chen’s plot to light, before she, herself, was killed.

The Daleks exterminated Chen, having turned on him, and following the failure of the Dalek plot, the SSS continued to defend the Solar System for many years.

BEHIND THE SCENES



THE DALEK INVASION OF TOYSHOPS

INTERCEPTED AND TRANSLATED BY DAVID J. HOWE

[image: MEMO FROM DALEK HIGH COMMAND: INVASION OF EARTH IMMINENT. PHASE ONE IN PROGRESS: PRELIMINARY OPERATIVE NATION HAS BEEN ASSIGNED. SECONDARY AGENT TUCKWELL IS STANDING BY …]

The Daleks almost never happened. And if entrepreneur Walter Tuckwell hadn’t been on hand to take on the initial marketing … things could have been very different.

The first Dalek-themed items to be released came in 1964 when Plastoid released two sizes of Dalek badge; the Waldorf Card Company released a Dalek greetings card; Cavenham Confectionery included one of fifty Dalek cards in packs of their Sweet Cigarettes; Souvenir Press and Panther Books released The Dalek Book, a collection of comic strips and stories featuring the Daleks; and in October 1964, Scorpion International released their impressive Dalek Playsuit.

[image: MEMO FROM DALEK HIGH COMMAND: PHASE TWO: 1965 DESIGNATED YEAR OF THE DALEKS!]

With the popularity of the creatures booming, the television show wasn’t slow to feature them. November/December 1964 saw them invade the Earth, and May 1965 had them pursuing the Doctor. October saw a single episode ‘teaser’, leading into a twelve-episode epic The Daleks’ Master Plan which ran over Christmas and New Year 1965/66. With all this coverage on television, plus the launch of the first Dalek movie, Dr. Who and the Daleks, in August 1965, as well as a new Dalek stage play, The Curse of the Daleks, opening at Wyndham’s Theatre in London on 21 December 1965, and with Tuckwell aggressively marketing them across the UK, the success of the Daleks was assured.
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The Scorpion Automotives Dalek playsuit was advertised as ‘safe, both indoor and outdoor, waterproof and inflammable. Vision is good, and being brightly coloured, easily seen by road users.’



Christmas 1965 saw toyshops bulging with the monstrous beings. From small clockwork, battery-operated, and friction-drive toys, to money boxes, water pistols, construction kits, bagatelles, marble games, shooting games, drawing games, quiz games … even pencils, soaps and bath sponges, there seemed no end to the merchandise which was produced featuring the Daleks.

[image: MEMO FROM DALEK HIGH COMMAND: WARNING! WARNING! DALEK TOYSHOP PENETRATION FAILING! PHASE THREE UNDERWAY: AMERICAN DOMINANCE BECKONS!]

After the end of 1965, however, and with William Hartnell stepping down as the Doctor, and Patrick Troughton taking over, interest in the show’s merchandise waned and as the 1960s progressed, no further Dalek-related items were released. Part of the issue was that in the latter part of the 1960s, Terry Nation was trying to sell the Daleks in their own series to an American broadcaster, and so only allowed the BBC to produce a ‘final’ seven-part adventure for them. The Evil of the Daleks was transmitted in 1967, and purported to show ‘the final end’ of the creatures.

When Jon Pertwee took over as the Doctor in 1970, things were still somewhat depressed, with few items being released. In 1971, the production team gained permission from Nation to produce another Dalek adventure on television, Nation’s plans for American domination having come to nothing. Day of the Daleks brought them back in full colour on New Year’s Day 1972, and on the back of this, Michael Stanfield Holdings produced a jigsaw featuring them that year. In 1973, there were more jigsaws from Whitman.
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The TV series was made in black and white, but merchandise such as this 1965 jigsaw allowed children to picture the worlds of Doctor Who in colour.



Louis Marx, who had produced many of the Doctor Who toys in the 1960s, brought out a new version of their battery-operated Dalek toy in 1974, perhaps spurred on by the news that the creatures were again returning to television (Death to the Daleks) with another outing and a new Doctor (Tom Baker) planned for 1975 (Genesis of the Daleks). Another merchandise group with a keen interest in the show was Palitoy: their Denys Fisher and Airfix brands produced several key items in the seventies, including a static 8” Dalek toy, a popular 8” talking Dalek, and four ‘painting by numbers’ sets which featured the Daleks as one of the offerings. Possibly most significantly, Palitoy released a boxed game called ‘War of the Daleks’ in 1975.

[image: MEMO FROM DALEK HIGH COMMAND: AMERICAN INTEREST FAILED! MOVE TO PHASE FOUR! AGENT EVANS IS IN PLACE!]

In the mid-1980s we had miniature metal Daleks in all shapes and sizes coming from Fine Art Castings. Plastic figures of Daleks and Cybermen were released by Games Workshop, while a Dalek fan called Stuart Evans decided to create the most accurate model of the creatures yet, and released it commercially to much acclaim in 1984. The 1980s and early 1990s also saw model train specialists Dapol release toy Daleks in every colour imaginable.

Doctor Who on television was rested by the BBC in 1989, but merchandise continued to be produced, with high end items like a collectible chess set being produced by MBI in 1992 – the Daleks were pawns in this game. Also in 1992, Midway/Bally released an arcade-style Doctor Who pinball, and an arcade Fruit Machine came from Bell in 1994. Both, of course, featured the Daleks prominently.
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On early models of the pinball game, the red-eyed Dalek on top of the back-box would move from side to side while talking. Once the user outplayed the Emperor Dalek, Davros would be revealed as the ultimate villain.



[image: MEMO FROM DALEK HIGH COMMAND: INDEPENDENT OPERATIVES UNRELIABLE. ATTEMPT PHASE FIVE: COMPUTERS. OPERATIVE WALKER IS STANDING BY.]

With home computers becoming ever-present as the 1990s progressed, so 1992 saw the arrival of the Dalek Attack game from Admiral Software, followed in 1997 by Destiny of the Doctors. In 2008 a Top Trumps game was released, and in 2010 came Evacuation Earth and Return to Earth, followed in 2012 by The Eternity Clock, and LEGO Dimensions in 2015. All these games featured the Daleks in some way.

Between 2000 and 2007, Steve Walker’s Product Enterprise released a series of impressive Dalek toys, from little 1” ‘rolykins’, through 12” remote control models, to 6” talking Daleks in a variety of colours. The range included Daleks from the cinema films, as well as Davros and Cybermen!

[image: MEMO FROM DALEK HIGH COMMAND: COMPUTER PLAYERS TOO GOOD! PHASE SIX PROGRESSING: NEW SERIES COMEBACK]

When the new series of Doctor Who debuted on television in 2005, it was only a matter of time before the Daleks were back in new, improved, livery. The intervening years had seen a groundswell in branding and marketing techniques, and the BBC embraced them all, leading to a concerted publicity and marketing push alongside the new series.
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Inflatable versions of the Dalek Drones from Victory of the Daleks (2010) appeared in toyshops in 2011.



There was also a new toy partner, Character Options, who produced some of the best and most sophisticated Dalek toys yet seen. Top of the pile had to be their 2007 18” inch, remote control voice-activated Dalek, which could move and operate independently, and respond to voice commands, but there was also a variety of impressive radio-controlled models.
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‘With independent head, body and eye movement … this really is the supreme being in the universe!’ So read the marketing blurb for the 18” voice-activated Dalek from Character Options.
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The inflatable Dalek ride-on toy could reach speeds of up to 3 km per hour – hence its soft bumper to protect furniture!



Another fascinating item was a ride-in Dalek from Kids@Play. With an inflatable upper section, and a sturdy base with steering wheel and Dalek sounds, this 2011 item was perfect for the pre-school kid determined to be a Dalek!

From the sixties to the present day, Dalek merchandise has been released at a relentless rate. Statues, models, clothing, jigsaws and audio adventures … There’s just no stopping them!



[image: ABDUCTION BY PAUL MAGRS]

JUST BEFORE THE plane was kidnapped somewhere over the Atlantic there was a fracas between the men in seats 3B and 3C, Premium Economy Class. This didn’t impress the man with wild, silvery hair in window seat 3A. Doctor Basil Disco was concentrating on a cartoon about multi-coloured ponies and his neighbours were driving him crazy.

A small man in a sharp suit was sneering at a much larger, balding man. ‘How can a sensible adult believe in the nonsense that you do? It’s ridiculous!’

The shabbier man was scarlet. ‘I don’t need the likes of you to believe in me. I have thousands of readers who know I speak the truth.’

‘You’re a dangerous fantasist!’ said the man on the Doctor’s immediate right. ‘Your fans are just loonies who lap up every silly word you write.’

‘And you, sir,’ barked the older man, ‘are a nasty piece of work. A conniving, worm-tongued, putty-faced twerp!’

The Doctor calmly removed his headphones and turned to them. He beetled his magnificent eyebrows. ‘Gentlemen, would you mind either a) shutting up immediately or b) shutting up immediately after telling me what all this bad-natured chuntering is all about?’

The two glowered at each other.

The plane gave a little judder just then. Turbulence, perhaps.

The younger, smarter man became unctuous. He was clearly a politician, the Doctor noted. ‘This person saw fit to verbally assault me because of my position as a former minister and an MP in the House of Commons.’

‘A useless one!’ cried the balding man. ‘An ignoramus! A man who cut funding to education and hospitals and the arts! A man who denies the possibility of life on other planets …! A man who says never listen to the experts!’

‘Shush,’ said the Doctor. ‘And you?’

The politician snarled. ‘He’s the idiot author of paperbacks who claims he’s been abducted by aliens all through his life. He claims to be in touch with various otherworldly species. He’s clearly bananas.’

‘Oh, really?’ the Doctor beamed.

‘He’s making it sound silly,’ sighed the writer. ‘But it’s true. I have been taken from planet Earth many times. I am the chosen ambassador for various extraterrestrial races. I’m in contact with them everyday. I’ve been tweeting while we’ve been in flight, in fact. From the toilet.’

‘How very fascinating,’ said the Doctor. ‘And you were making fun of him?’ he asked the politician.

‘Surely you can’t expect a member of Her Majesty’s Government to take seriously the ravings of an obviously unstable person such as …’

The plane lurched again, much more violently this time.

‘Oh,’ said the Doctor, peering out of the window. ‘Look at all the pretty lights out there.’

And that was when the transatlantic flight was abducted by the Dalek mother ship secretly orbiting the Earth.

The plane rocked like a giant hand had reached out from space to seize it. Passengers started screaming. Oxygen masks dropped down and the flight crew began issuing instructions.

‘Tell me,’ the Doctor turned to the writer. ‘Did you say you were tweeting your whereabouts to these alien friends of yours?’

The writer looked amazed, and rather bilious by now.

The Doctor lowered his voice. ‘You’re about to be proved more right than you ever dreamed was possible.’

‘Poppycock,’ said the politician.

The plane shook wildly. ‘Tractor beam,’ the Doctor observed.

‘Are you saying that giant thing out there is a space ship?’ the politician said crossly.

The writer fainted briefly.

The Captain issued a worried-sounding report over the loudspeaker. Something about freak weather conditions and not panicking.

‘Let me tell you what’s going to happen now,’ the Doctor started counting off on his fingers. ‘Before ten minutes are up, we’re going to be pulled aboard that ship and horrible mobile dustbin creatures are going to try to terrify the life out of us with their shooty gun things and their squawky voices.’

‘What?’ gasped the politician. ‘They can’t do that! Who are these people?’

‘I shall engage in some witty repartee with their Dalek Supreme for some moments,’ said the Doctor, busily filling his pockets with everything that came to hand. ‘I’ll mock him, saying they took their time finding me, and generally lark about and rile him up, okay?’

Both men were staring in horror at the Doctor, and at the rapidly expanding Dalek ship in the window behind him.

‘And then they’ll get excited because they’ve caught me again, their greatest old enemy, blah-de-blah, and in all the confusion it will come out that they’ve been attracted here by the indiscriminate tweeting of this man here.’

‘They’ve come to take me away!’ cried the writer, unable to believe his luck.

The Doctor shook his head. ‘No. They’re here, instead, for this man. This putty-faced twerp, as you called him. Horribly, selfishly useless as a servant of the people he may be, but he is currently heading for a secret meeting at the White House with the President of the US of A. Am I wrong, or am I brilliant, mi amigo …?’

‘You’re right!’ gasped the twerp. ‘But how do you know that?’

‘Doctor Disco sees all,’ said the Doctor modestly. ‘What the Daleks want to do, you see, is drag you off for a swift brainwashing. They want to robotise you. You’re a perfect subject for them. A lickspittle dogsbody with delusions of grandeur: I’ve seen your type before. What they’ll do, is take over your mind and send you right back to Earth for your meeting with the President. Then they’ll have you cause a right old scene in the Oval Office and kick off World War Three. Leaving the way clear for the Daleks to invade. Easy as pimples.’

Both men sat slack-jawed in horror.

‘B-but what can we do?’ asked the writer.

The Doctor peered out of the window. ‘Oh, look. We’re nearly there. Right. I’ve faced worse than this before. Now, see. I’ve got everything we need to foil this Dalek invasion. I’ve got a nylon airline blanket. I’ve got a stale bun filled with rather nasty cream cheese. And I’ve got a pair of clunky headphones I’ve doctored with my sonic shades.’

‘You’re as crazy as he is,’ said the politician, in a shrill voice.

‘Just you watch,’ said the Doctor. ‘Just watch an expert go to work.’
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DREAMS OF EMPIRE

Having conquered their homeworld, the Daleks looked to the stars. There was little doubt in the warped mind of the Dalek Supreme that the children of Davros were destined to become the supreme power of the Universe. Davros himself had claimed that there was no intelligent life on other worlds, but the Daleks’ creator had been wrong. The very existence of the Doctor proved that. And if there were creatures out there, they would soon exist only to serve the Daleks.

Few accurate records exist of the Daleks’ first forays into outer space, largely due to their later habit of rewriting history in their favour. Some scholars insist that the Daleks’ early attempts to escape Skaro’s gravitational pull were less than successful. The documents they cite are questionable at best, but offer a tantalising glimpse of the Dalek space race.

The Daleks were already at a disadvantage. Much of Skaro’s rocket science had been lost in the aftermath of the Thousand Year War, leaving the Daleks the unenviable task of piecing together a jigsaw puzzle of half-remembered facts and knowledge gleaned from the few remaining distronic missiles in the Kaled arsenal.

The Daleks’ first space launch ended in disaster, the prototype rocket exploding before it even left orbit. But the Daleks are as determined as they are ruthless. Failure simply wasn’t an option. They tried again and again, until a rocket designated Proto-4 eventually crossed the boundary into space. We have no idea if those early Daleks were capable of pride, although celebrations in the capital city of Kalaann would have been short-lived. Never one to walk before it could run, the Dalek Supreme ordered Proto-4’s pilot to make the jump to light speed. The Daleks could only watch in horror as the rocket’s Anti-Grav generators ruptured and Proto-4 blossomed into flame.

It would take another five prototypes before a Dalek ship broke the light barrier, but although Proto-9’s hull was constructed from a new ultra-strong type of Dalekanium known as Metalert, it failed to withstand the extreme temperatures generated by faster-than-light travel. The prototype starship melted on its maiden flight.

It seemed that the Daleks would never master space travel. In fact, there are records that suggest that Skaro entered into alliances with other space-faring superpowers such as the Voord on the proviso that the Daleks be transported from one world to the next like passengers seeking passage on luxury cruisers. Even when the Daleks finally learned how to travel faster than light, there were those who claimed that they only achieved such a monumental feat by forcing the Doctor to reveal the secrets of Ultkron (or ultra chronos) travel.
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The secrets of faster-than-light space travel finally tamed, fleets of Skarosian saucers took to the stars taking with them the Daleks’ dreams of universal domination.





Whether such stories are apocryphal or not, no one can argue that the Daleks would go on to become the scourge of every solar system in the Seventh Galaxy. Children would scurry to bed at the mere mention of the Daleks’ name, while adults nervously watched the skies, looking for any sign of their saucer-like warships.

No one knows the name of the first world to fall to the Daleks, although many believe it to be Alvega, the nearest planet to Skaro. According to legend, the first Daleks to land on alien soil proceeded to burn paths through the thick vegetation that covered their neighbour. This angered the Amarylls, Alvega’s indigenous species of sentient plant. The Amarylls released a cloud of microscopic seeds into the atmosphere which penetrated the invading Daleks’ outer cases. The seeds took root, swiftly becoming vines that strangled the Daleks from within.

When it became clear that the Amarylls would never surrender, the Daleks simply burrowed deep into the planet’s crust and destroyed Alvega’s core. The planet was ripped apart. Not only had the Daleks destroyed their first world, they had made their intentions abundantly clear to the rest of the galaxy. What Daleks could not conquer, they would destroy. Their shadow loomed large across the universe.
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Some hoverbouts, such as these dispatched in the attempted invasion of Slarvia, were armed with additional weapons that connected directly to their pilots’ interior assault computers.





POWER PLAY

Thousands of worlds fell to Dalek might. Entire races were enslaved, their planets stripped of their natural resources to fuel the Dalek war machine. Vega IV. Pyrne. Guria. Selatron. And those are just some of the names that we remember. How many civilisations perished during these turbulent and devastating times?

With every conquest, the Daleks became bolder. They developed technologies to subjugate their subjects, both chemical and cybernetic. Their weapons grew in strength and effectiveness. There was no escape. Early resistance forces made much of the Daleks’ apparent weakness to rough terrain. The Dalek response was hoverbouts, also known as anti-gravitational or transolar discs: flying platforms that allowed Daleks to patrol planets from the air or even attack ships in orbit.

But the Dalek expansion was not without setbacks. As the Empire grew, Dalek Command blasted countless factory ships out into the void. These seemingly innocent space capsules contained automated production lines that could manufacture hundreds of combat-ready Daleks within hours of planetfall.

One such capsule crashed into the mercury swamps of the planet Vulcan. To preserve power until they could be rescued, the three Dalek operators on board the capsule went into a state of suspended animation. But when help eventually came, it was not from Skaro, but from a human colony that was established on Vulcan hundreds of years after the crash landing.

Discovering the capsule buried beneath the swamp, the humans took the ship to the laboratory of Lesterson, the colony’s chief scientist. Lesterson opened the airlock, finding the three motionless Daleks inside. Fascinated, he removed one to experiment on it, believing it to be some kind of a robot.
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The Dalek factory ship that landed on Vega 4 was significantly more advanced than the capsule found on Vulcan. It contained the raw materials required to build over 3,000 Daleks.





Once Lesterson had removed its weaponry, the reactivated Dalek seemed submissive and willing to serve the colonists, even going so far as to serve hot beverages to its human ‘masters’. The Dalek’s subservience was, of course, a ploy. In its weakened state, the Dalek had little hope of taking control of the colony by itself. Not only had Lesterton confiscated its gunstick, the particular Dalek was of the type first encountered by the Doctor and his granddaughter on their initial visit to Skaro. Like those primitive Daleks before it, Lesterson’s ‘servant’ could only function if powered by static electricity. On Skaro, the electricity had been transmitted through the Dalek City’s metal flooring. Here on Vulcan, the Daleks would need to lay a network of cables to provide the required energy.

As cunning as a Drakkisian sand-snake, the Dalek promised Lesterson that it would build a computer that could protect the colony from meteorite storms. All that was needed was construction materials and a power supply. Lesterson eagerly agreed, unaware that the Dalek had already reactivated its comrades. The electricity would not be used to defend the colony, but to power the capsule’s production line. Very soon, an army of Daleks would take over Vulcan and exterminate the humans.


Baptism of Pain

It is said that Lesterson himself witnessed the Dalek production line in operation, and watched in horror as a dormant Kaled mutant was scooped from a vat of embryonic liquid. An electric current was then applied, shocking the mutant back to life. While such a rude awakening could merely have been a means to revive the mutant from suspended animation, some Dalek scholars believe that the sudden pain of its resurrection would have consumed the creature with fear and hatred even before it was placed in its casing, thus fuelling the Dalek’s psychotic tendencies.



THE DOCTOR ON VULCAN

Not everyone was taken in by the Daleks’ deception. Recovering from his first regeneration, the Doctor arrived on Vulcan and – posing as an Examiner from Earth – tried to warn the colonists of the dangers of colluding with Daleks.

Unfortunately, Vulcan was in a period of flux. A group of rebels led by security chief Bragen sought to overturn the colony’s legitimate governor, Hansell. The volatile political climate only played into the Daleks’ protuberances. Bragen’s rebels saw the Daleks as potential weapons in their struggle. This suited the Daleks, who were quite happy for the humans to fight among themselves. But as the rebellion got underway, the Daleks emerged from their capsule in force. They swarmed through the colony, exterminating any human in their path.

Their power cells full, the Daleks had no further need of the colonists or their power system. Vulcan would become nothing more than a footnote in Dalek history, the launchpad of a full-scale assault on planet Earth.

However, as has happened on many occasions, the Daleks underestimated the Doctor. Before the Daleks could dismantle Vulcan’s electricity supply, the faux Examiner sent a power surge through the system, overloading every Dalek in the base.

The Daleks were destroyed and the human race was safe … for now.

THE DALEK INVASION OF EARTH

The Daleks were not done with humanity. Soon they would strike at the very heart of what would become Earth’s own interplanetary empire.

In 2157, the Daleks bombarded Earth with meteorites, the human race mistaking the assault for a cosmic storm. This was immediately followed by a great plague that burned through the countries of the world. Billions of humans died as a result of the pandemic, the entire population of South America, Asia and Africa wiped out in a matter of weeks. Earth scientists eventually perfected a vaccine, but it was too late.

Six months after the first meteorite strike, Dalek saucers appeared in the sky. Their weapons razed entire cities to the ground, New York the first major metropolis to fall. Resistance was useless, the survivors of the great plague too weak to take up arms. The Dalek occupation of Earth was complete.

These Daleks had overcome the weaknesses of their predecessors. Their cases were fitted with energy discs that could be wirelessly recharged, allowing them to move without the need for statically charged metal flooring. They also no longer relied on automated production lines to create new Daleks in situ, arriving on Earth in great numbers, ready for conquest.

Again, records for this period are unsurprisingly fragmented. It is known that the Black Dalek installed as Supreme Commander of Earth established its headquarters in the south of England, the fate of its neighbouring countries unknown. Some accounts suggest that vast swathes of the Scottish countryside were given over to Varga plantations, the waters surrounding the British Isles swarming with large numbers of Slythers and other aggressive fauna transplanted from Skaro.

The most intelligent humans were turned into robomen – mindless slaves of the Daleks controlled by cybernetic implants. Unfortunately, the procedure was less than stable. Many robomen went insane, beating their heads against walls or throwing themselves from buildings. There are reports that a cabal of Dalek scientists conducted further mind-control experiments off the coast of Scotland, although again the results were erratic, leading to the destruction of every Dalek on the base.

The rest of the population was sent to work in a huge mine in Bedfordshire, the Supreme Commander employing a Slyther to guard the complex at night.

Here the Daleks had found a fault in the Earth’s outer crust. Their plan was to dig down and use an explosive capsule to remove the Earth’s magnetic core. This they would then replace with a guidance and propulsion system – turning the Earth into a gigantic spaceship they could pilot anywhere.
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The people of Earth could only watch as the Dalek invasion fleet dropped into the planet’s atmosphere.





Again, it was the intervention of the Doctor that thwarted the Daleks’ plans. Still in his first body, the Time Lord arrived ten years after the invasion and joined forces with a cell of human resistance fighters. Captured by the Daleks and tricked into completing an intelligence test, he was selected for robotisation. Rescued by his new allies before the process could be completed, the Doctor set about foiling the Daleks’ audacious plan. Breaking into the Supreme Commander’s base, the Doctor used the Daleks’ own control system to turn the robomen against their masters. During the confusion, the Doctor’s travelling companion Ian Chesterton sabotaged the Dalek bomb. It detonated far from the Earth’s core, creating instead a volcanic eruption that destroyed the Dalek command saucer, liberating the human race from Dalek control.

The Daleks retreated and humanity licked its wounds. According to some sources, roughly two-thirds of the planet’s population had been slaughtered during the invasion. Levels of technology had been thrown back some two hundred years, survivors of the occupation unable, or maybe unwilling, to utilise the alien machines left behind by the invaders. It would take decades for humanity to rebuild, governed by a United Earth administration, but they never forgot their treatment at the hands of the Daleks.

Indeed, some historians believe the Daleks attempted a second invasion some thirty years later, intending to transform Earth into a plague planet that would be set adrift in the time vortex to infect countless worlds. If such an invasion took place, it was unsuccessful. Earth flourished, humanity finally heading out to the stars to establish its own Empire.

And the Daleks were waiting.
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Tales of Earth’s liberation spread to the stars. Emboldened by the humans’ bravery, other enslaved races fought back against Dalek tyranny.





THE MOVELLAN WAR

But the human race wasn’t the only opposition the Daleks faced as their empire expanded across the galaxy. They also found themselves involved in a war against a race of humanoid robots called the Movellans.

The origins of the Movellans are as contradictory and mysterious as those of the Daleks themselves. Some say that they were created in the image of a humanoid race which they eventually surpassed and eradicated, gaining sentence accidentally thanks to a freak computer virus. A future Dalek leader known as the Dalek Prime would even suggest that the Movellans were created by the Daleks themselves, and that the conflict between the two races was staged to prevent the destruction of Skaro by a Gallifreyan device known as the Hand of Omega. Many scholars have discounted this theory as Dalek propaganda.

All we know for sure is that the Movellan homeworld was located in a star system designated 4-X-Alpha-4 and the conflict would have dire consequences for the Dalek Empire. However, unlike most wars, centuries passed without a single shot being fired.

By this point in their history, the Daleks had become almost completely reliant on computerised fleets, each potential strategy and gambit analysed by a complex system of battle computers.

Victory would have been assured if the Movellans’ own battle computers weren’t so closely matched to the Daleks’ own. The conflict quickly became a stalemate. The two fleets were locked in a logical impasse, unable to gain the advantage. One side would attempt a new stratagem, only for it to be instantly countered by their opponent’s bttle computers.

To break the deadlock, the Daleks returned to their long-abandoned home planet of Skaro to search for their entombed creator, Davros. They hoped that something in his inferior, irrational, organic mind could give them an advantage against their enemy.

Using human captives as slave labour, the Daleks dug down into the ruins of their ancient city. But a Movellan ship also arrived on Skaro, as did the Doctor and his companion Romana. The Doctor soon took custody of the newly revived Davros, and both men realised the nature of the stalemate and its solution. Since both fleets were perfectly matched the stalemate would only end when one side or the other switched off their battle computers.

When the Doctor refused to give up their creator, the Daleks began exterminating their slave workers until he could take no more. Escaping the Dalek city, the Doctor left Davros to the Daleks, only to be captured by the Movellans who hoped that the Time Lord’s illogical mind would bring them victory.

But neither Davros or the Movellans had reckoned on the Dalek slave workers. Encouraged by the Doctor, the slaves mounted an attack on the Movellan spaceship, deactivating the androids. Unaware that the Movellans had been disabled, Davros sent a troop of Daleks to annihilate the robots’ ship, only to have the Doctor trick him into detonating their bombs long before the death squad reached their target. The Daleks destroyed, the slaves arrested Davros. The Daleks’ creator was frozen into cryogenic suspension so he could be taken back to Earth to stand trial for his crimes.

Meanwhile, the war between the Daleks and Movellans raged on, both sides deactivating their battle computers. Initially, the conflict tipped in the Daleks’ favour. Being organic beings rather than robots, the Daleks found that they were able, with effort, to think creatively and develop strategies to outmanoeuvre the Movellans. This superiority was short-lived. Once the Movellans realised that the Daleks’ recent victories were facilitated by their organic nature, they logically decided to attack the Daleks on an organic level. They developed a virus designed to specifically target Dalek DNA and released it into the galaxy. The virus devastated the Dalek battle fleets, killing billions of Daleks in the process. Those who survived retreated to the four corners of the universe to develop a cure. The Movellans had won the battle, but ultimately would lose the war.
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Caught in the deadlock of their war with the Movellans, the Daleks returned to Skaro, searching for Davros beneath the ruins of their former civilisation.






Movellans

While they appeared human, the Movellans were a race of highly advanced robots developed by a civilisation long since extinct. A cold and ruthless adherence to logic led the Movellans to expand their space empire and ultimately come into conflict with the Daleks. The Movellans won this initial war and logically assumed that the Daleks would also adhere to logic and avoid any further conflict with the Movellans now their superiority had been proved. They also concluded, perfectly logically, that the only organic being capable of curing the virus they had used against the Daleks was Davros, and that Davros was dead. On both counts they were wrong.

Though incredibly advanced the Movellans relied on external power packs to survive. If these packs were removed the Movellans simply shut down. According to records recovered from the Space Security Service archive on Micawber’s World, the power books may have been their undoing. According to the unsubstantiated report, the Daleks used their duplication program to infiltrate the Movellan forces and sabotaged the power pack production facilities; infecting all new power packs with a virus that connected them to the Dalek pathweb. After a suitable time had passed the Daleks sent a signal through the pathweb which caused the Movellans to turn on each other. The Movellans never recovered from their civil war and were later wiped out by Davros’s Imperial Daleks in the conflict the Daleks called the Pa Jass-Gutrik, the War of Vengeance.



THE SEARCH FOR DAVROS

With the virus continuing to spread through their ranks, the Daleks realised that to successfully develop a cure they needed the greatest biologist the galaxy had ever known, a being intimately familiar with Dalek genetics. They needed Davros.

After his trial on Earth, Davros had been sentenced to life imprisonment, frozen in suspended animation on a remote space station. At the time of his incarceration, the station was top-of-the-line, second only to the Stormcage Containment Facilities of the 52nd century. However, almost ninety years after Davros was placed into deep sleep, Earth Control had all but forgotten about the specially constructed prison. Regular inspections had ceased and the station’s defence systems fallen into disrepair. Not that the highly demoralised crew cared one way or another. The only ship they ever saw was their own supply vessel … until the Dalek Supreme dispatched a Dalek cruiser to storm the station’s inadequate defences.

With the aid of a mercenary named Gustave Lytton, the Daleks located, boarded and took control of the station with ease. The human crew wiped out, the Daleks revived Davros.

Appalled that his Daleks had been defeated by a race of jumped-up computers, Davros agreed to develop a cure. However, betrayed too often by his creations he instead devoted his time to securing control of his own army of Daleks. Taking control of a small group through mind-altering drugs, Davros prepared to seize the entire Dalek empire.

The coup was not successful. His forces overwhelmed, Davros faced a Dalek firing squad with orders to exterminate their creator once and for all. Coolly, and some would say cruelly, Davros released a vial of the Movellan virus into the air and watched his would-be executioners succumb to its devastating effects. He had, however, made a fatal miscalculation. It wasn’t only Daleks that were susceptible to the Movellan virus. The pathogen also attacked Kaled DNA. Trapped on the space station that had been his cage for the best part of a century, Davros gasped for breath as his already ravaged body convulsed in its death throes.
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Infernal Sleep by renowned 47th-century artist Chames Jarlton portrays Davros during his cryogenic incarceration. Reproduced with kind permission of the Braxiatel Collection.






Mechanoids

Perhaps the most surprising opposition the Daleks encountered was on the planet Mechanus. An abandoned human colony world, Mechanus was visited by a small group of Daleks pursuing the Doctor through all of time and space. Though the colony was abandoned the Daleks found themselves opposed by the Mechanoids, the colony maintenance and repair robots. Though intended for far less prosaic tasks the Mechanoids proved to have been accidentally designed as near perfect Dalek killers. Some reports indicate that the Mechanoids broke free of their programming and began to establish their own empire, eventually coming into conflict with the Daleks again in the outer galaxies.



THE GREAT HEALER

But death did not come easily to the creator of the Daleks. It is not clear how Davros came to be resurrected, although there is some evidence that his perfectly preserved corpse passed illicitly from one private collection to another, a macabre relic of the Dalek age.

The last name said to ‘own’ Davros was one Arnold Baynes, former CEO of TransAllied Inc. Archived news reports of the time even suggest that not only was Davros alive and well, but gainfully employed in Baynes’s own research and development laboratories. Such claims have never been verified, and are now largely believed to be the work of business rivals out to besmirch Baynes’s once proud reputation.

Whatever the truth, rumours of Davros’s death proved to be greatly exaggerated. Free once more, he acquired passage via a galactic transport ship to Necros. This distant colony world was home to Tranquil Repose, the galaxy’s premier cryogenic funeral service. Here the great and the good were placed into suspended animation for all eternity, or at least until a cure for death was discovered. Until then, the so-called Resting Ones slept the centuries away, confident that they would one day rejoin the living. All the while, a constant stream of social, cultural and technology news was fed directly into their unconscious minds. In this new information age, even the dead were kept up to date with current affairs.
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Davros lost his hand during his time as the Great Healer, leading to a cybernetic replacement of his own design in later years.





And as they slumbered, the wheels of progress kept turning. New planets were discovered, new colonies established. Necros became a hub of industry, vast food production plants feeding the galaxy’s burgeoning population. The greatest of these was run by Madam Kara, who, with her faithful aide Vogel, had built a highly profitable business alongside the graves of Tranquil Repose.

As Kara fed the galaxy, the Daleks continued the search for their errant creator, but Davros was nowhere to be found, and for good reason. The Kaled scientist had successfully rebranded himself, turning his back on both his treacherous offspring and his past crimes.

Hiding in the catacombs of Tranquil Repose, Davros had employed his vast intelligence to cure the various diseases that had ravaged the galaxy, earning the honorific title of ‘The Great Healer’. Having rid the sector of pestilence, he then turned his attention to famine, working with Kara to develop a new miracle product. The concentrated protein manufactured in Kara’s food plants was cheap and plentiful, although it contained a very secret ingredient, one sure to turn anyone’s stomach.

Davros and Kara were raiding the cryogenic chambers of Tranquil Response, converting the frozen corpses into the high-protein snacks that were fuelling the galaxy’s rapid expansion. Little did grieving relatives know that they would soon be consuming the remains of the dearly departed.

A NEW PARADIGM

Davros’s ghoulish enterprise was anything but philanthropic. Only corpses of limited intelligence and ability were converted into food. Those who had shown promise in life faced a waking nightmare in death. The Great Healer was cherrypicking from the Resting Ones to create a new breed of Daleks. Human heads were placed in glass Dalek incubators, where they would mutate into Dalek creatures. And this time, Davros had learned from past mistakes. Unlike his former creations, this new paradigm, clad in brilliant white and gold livery, would be conditioned to obey Davros, and Davros alone. With most of the funeral home’s cryogenic chambers empty, Davros amassed a huge army of Daleks waiting for activation beneath the surface in the catacombs, ready to invade the very colonies he had been feeding as the Great Healer.

However, Davros’s obsession with the Doctor would prove his undoing. Consumed with contempt for his former enemy, Davros initiated an elaborate ruse to lure the Doctor to Necros. Once the TARDIS arrived, Davros planned to convert the Doctor into a Dalek, a final indignity for the meddling Time Lord.

Unfortunately for Davros, it wasn’t just the Daleks who wanted his head. Kara had become tired of her troublesome partner and hired Orcini, a disgraced Knight of the Grand Order of Oberon, to assassinate the Great Healer.

Davros had also begun to lose support within Tranquil Repose. As his Daleks increased their stranglehold on the funeral home, Tranquil Repose’s security chief contacted the Daleks on Skaro. He would give them Davros if they destroyed the Great Healer’s new generation of Daleks and restored Tranquil Repose to its former state.

It is never wise to make deals with Daleks. The Dalek Supreme dispatched a squadron to return Davros for trial on Skaro, but had no intention of destroying his new creations. Instead, the white and gold Daleks would be reconditioned and assimilated into the Dalek Empire where they would obey the will of the Dalek Supreme.

In a last attempt to save his own skin, Davros tried to use the Doctor as a bargaining chip, imploring the Daleks to arrest the Time Lord rather than him. Yet, the Doctor, currently in his sixth body, bore no resemblance to any of the incarnations the Daleks held in their databanks. He too was to be arrested and returned to Skaro for interrogation by the Dalek Supreme.

The Doctor was saved when Orcini sacrificed his life to blow up Tranquil Repose, the resulting explosion destroying Davros’s army of hibernating Daleks. Davros himself was already en route to Skaro to face judgement in what would be one of only two trials the Daleks are ever known to have staged, the other being the sentencing and execution of the renegade Time Lord known as the Master.

THE FIRST DALEK CIVIL WAR

Like most of Dalek history, what happens next is shrouded in mystery. One report states that the ship carrying Davros was attacked and crashed on the planet Lethe. Here, masquerading once again as a benign scientist, Davros created a race of anti-Dalek weapons from remodelled Mechanoids only to have his latest creations turn on him.

Another account suggests that Davros faced trial on Skaro, only to be rescued by the Doctor who infected the Daleks with a computer virus that led them to sing the Christmas Carols of ancient Earth rather than exterminate their creator. Whether such a peculiar event actually happened or not is open to conjecture, although no one can argue that Davros once again escaped justice. Not only that, the crippled scientist somehow managed to topple the Supreme Dalek to seize control of Skaro itself.

Declaring himself Emperor, Davros set about re-engineering his Dalek subjects, introducing many of the improvements he had developed while at Tranquil Repose. His new Imperial Daleks sported white and gold polycarbide armour, although the most radical transformation happened beneath the casing. Up to this point, Kaled mutants had been almost amoeboid in nature, save for stunted vestigial limbs. Davros’s new mutants had functioning appendages and a series of mechanical prostheses grafted directly onto their bodies. Some records indicate that the new casings also included a secondary organic brain, controlling the Dalek’s higher functions, and a container of vital organs connected to the mutant via an artificial spine.

These further mutations proved too much for many of the original Daleks. They broke ranks with their new Emperor, declaring their loyalty for the deposed Dalek Supreme. Thus, began the first Dalek Civil War.

Davros was quick to condemn the separatists as renegades, ordering their extermination on sight. He developed new mutations, including the first Special Weapons Dalek, a heavily armoured mobile unit mounted with a single cannon powerful enough to obliterate two Renegade Daleks with a single shot.

Such firepower came with a cost. The cannon’s energy cells were so powerful that every shot released a surge of radiation within the casing. Continued exposure altered the very structure of the mutant’s brain, leading to insanity. Other Imperial Daleks gave the Special Weapons variant a wide berth, secretly describing it as the ‘Abomination’. Whatever its shortcomings, the Special Weapons Dalek was just the first of its line, with conflicting reports suggesting that even the Renegade Daleks created their own ‘Abominations’ as the War turned against them.

It is easy to see how the Renegades were outclassed and outgunned at every turn. While the followers of the Dalek Supreme could employ only crude time tunnel technology, Davros constructed a vast mothership known as the Eret-mensaiki Ska (translated from the Dalek tongue as the ‘Destiny of Stars’). Powered by the plasma core of a star trapped within a gravito-magnetic field, the Destiny of Stars was capable of devastating entire planets from space. Davros also perfected the use of transmat beams, allowing individual Daleks to transport themselves instantaneously between two fixed platforms without the need of shuttlecraft.

Furthermore, Davros had experimented on his own life-support system while on Necros, installing anti-grav pods that allowed him to levitate from the ground. As Emperor, he bestowed the gift of flight on his Imperial Daleks. No longer were they restricted to the use of transolar discs. This gave them a distinct advantage over the Renegades who were still hampered by uneven terrain.

Davros’s new Dalek Empire grew faster than ever before, and he sealed himself into a new white and gold casing, his true face hidden from his subjects. We have no way of knowing whether the Imperial Daleks were even aware that they served their once vilified creator. He was now simply the Emperor. Safe within his protective dome, Davros continued to plan his own destiny. Securing his powerbase was only the beginning. His eyes were on a greater prize. Not only would his new Daleks become the supreme power in the Universe, they would become the Lords of Time. Davros would wipe Gallifrey from the face of history, succeeding where the Dalek Supreme had failed time and time again. All he needed was a near mythical Gallifreyan device, the stellar manipulator known as the Hand of Omega …
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The discovery of a wrecked New Paradigm Dalek in a renegade base on Thule suggests interference from the future Dalek faction in the first civil war.
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One by one, planets under Renegade control fell to superior Imperial might. Little did anyone know that the Emperor had his sights on an even greater prize – Gallifrey.



BEHIND THE SCENES



PRINT OF THE DALEKS

BY MARK WRIGHT
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Published in June 1964, The Dalek Book was the first collection of original stories set in the universe of Doctor Who.



The Daleks have been at the vanguard of Doctor Who publishing from the early days of the series, their quest to conquer the universe spilling over into the pages of novels, comics and annuals. Their popularity was such that the Daleks were often the stars of their own Doctor-less adventures.

The first example of Doctor Who/Dalek related fiction was The Dalek Book, published in June 1964. Co-written by Terry Nation and Doctor Who’s then story editor, David Whitaker, this collection of text and comic strip stories centred on a Dalek invasion of the Solar System and the trials of the Stone family – siblings Jeff, Andy and Mary – in battling the Skaro menace after they occupied Venus. Three years ahead of the Emperor Dalek’s TV debut in The Evil of the Daleks, this book marked the first appearance of the gold-domed Emperor that would be a mainstay of 1960s Dalek comics. This hardback book also featured a photo-story using pictures from the first TV Dalek story to tell an original adventure of Susan Foreman borrowing the TARDIS for a trip to Skaro.

An Annual Treat

The Dalek Book started a tradition that would last, on and off, over the next 14 years – The Dalek World followed in 1965, Jeff Stone returned without his siblings in 1966’s Dalek Outer Space Book, which also had Sara Kingdom making the jump from The Daleks’ Master Plan on TV to the printed page.
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Published in September 1977, the Dalek Annual 1978 mixed text stories with puzzles, features and reprints of 1960s comic strips.



Four memorable Dalek annuals were published between 1976 and 1979, featuring the adventures of the Anti-Dalek Force (ADF) and its two key operatives Joel Shaw and the android Mark Seven. Combining comic strips and text stories, these books featured vivid and detailed artwork that remain fondly remembered today.

The Golden Emperor

While the Doctor enjoyed comic strip exploits with grandchildren John and Gillian in TV Comic from November 1964, the Daleks starred in their own weekly solo comic series in the rival TV Century 21, with The Daleks forming the full-colour back page from November 1965. Written initially by Alan Fennell and David Whitaker, and later by Whitaker alone, The Daleks chronicled the efforts of the Golden Emperor to make the Daleks a force to be reckoned with. The Daleks was pure 1960s science-fiction, the vivid and colourful art of first Richard Jennings, then Ron Turner, completing the ‘pulp’ tone with shades of Flash Gordon and Dan Dare.

Although the Daleks were intent on conquering and destroying, they were the heroes of their own story. Over the two-year run, we saw the origins of the Daleks in a nuclear blast and the rise of the travel machines created by scientist Yarvelling. From their city in the sand of Skaro, the Emperor and his Daleks face alien slavers, deadly flowers, destructive rust clouds and the challenges of constructing a metal road across the Skaro wastes. Even the Mechanoids made an appearance, gliding from The Chase to the pages of TV Century 21.
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The second Doctor escaped his enemies in The Power of the Daleks on TV in December 1966, but his TV Comic strip counterpart battled on against his arch-foes into 1967.



The Daleks came to an end on 14 January 1967 – a change in rights meant the first comic face-off between the Doctor and his arch-enemies could finally take place in TV Comic. While Patrick Troughton’s Doctor faced The Macra Terror on television, TV Comic served up The Trodos Ambush just a week after The Daleks departed TV Century 21, which saw a return to the planet of former enemies the Trods, who were now under Dalek dominion.
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Stunning artwork and colourful plots made the Doctor Who comic strips of TV Action and Countdown particularly memorable; such as this instalment of Planet of the Daleks from 1972.



With stylised artwork from Doctor Who comic mainstay John Canning, two further Dalek strips (The Doctor Strikes Back and The Exterminator) would run before the end of May 1967.

With Daleks off-limits to Doctor Who during the late 1960s and early 1970s, they made a comic strip return in 1972, when Doctor Who had a brief residency in the weekly Countdown. Sub Zero debuted in January 1972, coinciding with the Daleks’ TV return in Day of the Daleks.

The Doctor Who strip would often adorn the front cover of Countdown, or its successor, TV Action + Countdown – Jon Pertwee’s Doctor staring out of the 1 April 1972 cover, declaring ‘I am a Dalek’ is truly chilling, made more so by the artwork of Gerry Haylock, whose Doctor Who work remains some of the finest comic strip representations of the series.
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Dalek artwork blazes from the cover of issue 31 of Doctor Who Weekly, published in May 1980.



After a brief return to the pages of TV Comic with Tom Baker’s Doctor in the mid-1970s, the launch of Doctor Who Weekly in 1979 started the longest unbroken run of Doctor Who in comics that continues to this day. Before meeting the Doctor in the Weekly, the Daleks found a new enemy in the chainsword wielding Abslom Daak – Dalek Killer, created by Steve Moore and Steve Dillon. Meanwhile, the Daleks faced the Doctor in The Dogs of Doom by John Wagner and Pat Mills, drawn by Dave Gibbons.
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Nemesis of the Daleks was one of many comic strips reprinted in this 2013 collection from Panini Publishing.



Following Doctor Who Weekly’s regeneration to the monthly format in 1980, Abslom Daak would return several times, teaming up with the Seventh Doctor across Nemesis of the Daleks (in which Daak apparently met his death) and Emperor of the Daleks, the latter featuring Davros and filling in gaps in TV continuity to explain how Davros became Emperor in Remembrance of the Daleks.

Daak would ascend to comic strip companion status in the Eleventh Doctor’s adventures released by Titan Comics from October 2015.

Perhaps the most memorable Dalek appearance in Doctor Who Magazine was 2002’s Children of the Revolution by Scott Gray and artist Lee Sullivan, seeing the Eighth Doctor meet the Daleks he imbued with the Human Factor on screen in The Evil of the Daleks. One of the most memorable Doctor Who cliffhangers in any medium has the Daleks declaring ‘All hail the Saviour!’, much to the Doctor’s confusion.

Engines and Prisoners

The Daleks have made surprisingly few appearances in prose form when compared to other media, but these books remain no less memorable.

The very first Doctor Who novelisation was David Whitaker’s Dr Who in an Exciting Adventure with the Daleks, published in November 1964, providing an alternative take on the events that brought the Doctor, Ian, Barbara and Susan to Skaro on TV. It also provided an enduring image that entered Doctor Who lore – a glass Dalek leader in which the mutant within was visible. All bar two of the other Dalek TV stories were adapted for the Target Books line between 1974 and 1993.

Although there would be Dalek cameos in original Doctor Who novels, it would take 33 years from that first TV novelisation before the Daleks made a full-blown prose appearance in BBC Books’ War of the Daleks by John Peel, published in October 1997. This was followed in May 1998 by Peel’s Legacy of the Daleks, which had the Eighth Doctor caught up in the aftermath of The Dalek Invasion of Earth, featuring appearances from Susan and the Master.
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1964 saw publication of the very first Doctor Who novel by the programme’s original script editor, David Whitaker. Hundreds more books would follow.
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Nicholas Briggs’s The Dalek Generation ensured the Daleks enjoyed further exposure in the TV series’s 50th anniversary year.



The Daleks spearheaded the 2006 Quick Reads initiative with Gareth Roberts’s Tenth Doctor novella I am a Dalek, before that Doctor was plunged into the middle of a brutal galactic war in Prisoner of the Daleks by Trevor Baxendale in 2009.

In 2013, TV Dalek voice actor and writer Nicholas Briggs had the Eleventh Doctor face his mortal enemies in The Dalek Generation – surely the Daleks cannot be the benefactors to humanity that they seem to be?
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2014’s Engines of War by George Mann explored the horrors of the Time War between Time Lords and Daleks.



After teases on television, and with the revelation of the previously unseen War Doctor, played by John Hurt, the cataclysmic events of the Time War formed the basis for the best-selling Engines of War by George Mann in 2014. The War Doctor is at the heart of the conflict between Time Lords and Daleks, facing temporal Dalek Degradations and the Eternity Circle, a group of Daleks created to find temporal weapons to unleash on the Time Lords. With the Doctor’s allegiances tested, Engines of War continued the grand tradition of featuring the Daleks in exciting new print adventures that embellished the core of what makes the ongoing battle between the Doctor and the Daleks so enduringly popular.
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DAWN OF WAR

Long before Davros drew his plans against the High Council of the Time Lords, the Daleks found themselves embroiled in endless conflicts across the Seventh Galaxy. This in itself should come as no surprise for a race born from the fire and fury of a Thousand Year War.

The path the Dalek Empire would take was set the moment the inhabitants of Skaro realised that there was life on other worlds. The discovery led to a simple decision which would have cataclysmic consequences for the universe as a whole. Since the Daleks were the superior lifeform all others were, by definition, inferior. Inferior life could not be allowed to survive. The Daleks concluded that their destiny was to conquer or destroy all other life in the cosmos. It was a destiny they set out to fulfil with a fanatical hatred that would fill the universe with terror.

After the Dalek invasion of Earth in the 22nd century was repelled, the Daleks’ hatred and xenophobia was squarely focused on the human race and the renegade Time Lord known as the Doctor. Their repeated efforts to wipe humanity from the face of the universe would result in the conflicts known as the Dalek Wars. The bitterness of a defeat on Earth so total, arising from a victory they had thought assured, generated a singular enmity so strong that the Daleks were prepared to do anything if it would assure the subjugation of humanity or the extermination of the Doctor. All Dalek spaceships were issued with physical representations of the Doctor’s TARDIS so that even in the event of a complete systems failure they would be able to identify it and his presence. Such models were frequently used by Dalek crews for weapons testing and target practice. The Daleks were even willing to consider alliances with other inferior races, a willingness put to the test in the 26th century by the arrival on Skaro of another renegade Time Lord. He came with a proposition – a plan through which the Daleks could ensure the destruction of both humanity and another great space empire. He called himself the Master.

The Supreme Council of the Daleks listened to the Master’s proposal. The Time Lord promised to bring the Human and Draconian Empires to their knees, leaving them ripe for Dalek conquest and ultimately placing the entire sector of space under Dalek control. What the Master requested in return, and whether the Daleks intended to honour their agreement, humanity never learned. Whatever the terms, an agreement was reached and the Daleks supplied the Master with the resources and foothold he needed to enact his plan.
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Ceremonial dress of Draconian nobles. At the height of the Dalek wars, live Kaled mutants were served as a rare delicacy at Draconian Imperial banquets.





The Master wasted no time in laying the groundwork for his plans, establishing a base on the home world of a brutish, mercenary species called Ogrons. With tensions already high between Earth and the Empire of Draconia, it took little work on the Master’s part to push the two great powers to the brink of war. Utilising a hypnosound device, and with the aid of the Ogrons, he launched a series of assaults against human and Draconian transport ships, convincing each side that the other was responsible. The Daleks watched with interest as the two great empires prepared for war with each other. The Master’s stratagem seemed to be working, and the Supreme Council began to consider the merits of further alliances, and of turning other races against each other. For the first time the Daleks began to examine the lesser races as something other than ignorant vermin to be exterminated. They intercepted communications, observed troop movements and diplomacy, and began to piece together an understanding of the psychology of their enemies. This research was brought to an abrupt halt when one intercepted communication spoke of the unexpected arrival of a man calling himself ‘the Doctor’ aboard one of the attacked human ships.

The Daleks immediately contacted the Master, ordering him to find the Doctor and his companion and learn what interference the Doctor had already managed to perpetrate. The Daleks noted that the Master did not take kindly to being ordered. The Doctor and his companion, Jo Grant, were able to escape the Master’s custody and as the situation spiralled out of their ally’s control the Daleks decided to take direct action. They informed the Master that a group of Daleks, led by a Gold Dalek of the Supreme Council, were headed to the Ogron planet where they would assume control of the operation.
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It is believed that the shadowy figure in Alcide Esposito’s Doomed Alliance (2544) is the Time Lord known as the Master.





The Master’s plans were wholly unravelled by the Doctor, and soon Earth and Draconia were presenting a united front against the Master and his Ogron forces. The Doctor led an Earth taskforce to the Ogron planet, alongside human General Williams and the Prince of Draconia, to confront his fellow Time Lord. The majority of the taskforce was exterminated by the Daleks upon their arrival and the Daleks were presented with a chance to end their most dangerous enemy once and for all. The Master, however, asked his allies to spare the Doctor, so that his old friend could see the galaxy burn before he died, proposing the Doctor be released into his custody. In a decision that would have far-reaching consequences for the Dalek race, the Gold Dalek agreed to their ally’s request. The Doctor was spared.

The Doctor was soon able to escape the Master’s clutches, freeing General Williams and the Draconian Prince to return to their empires and prepare them for a united defence against the Daleks. The Supreme Council could only watch as the Master’s compassion for his fellow Time Lord led the Doctor directly to the Daleks’ operations on the planet Spiridon.

This was an unusual planet, with a core of molten ice which would regularly erupt from the surface in great, freezing plumes, or form swirling, frigid pools from natural springs. It was home to a number of hostile animal species, and one intelligent humanoid species, which had evolved techniques to be able to bend light waves around themselves, effectively rendering them invisible. It was this ability that brought a Dalek research team to the planet. The Daleks soon enslaved the Spiridons, unleashing deadly bacteria that destroyed most of the populace and left the survivors to be captured and used as test subjects. Only a few remained at liberty, forming small, but relatively ineffective resistance cells.
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The Draconian Star Force had protected Draconia for generations, but suffered its worst defeat on Skaleyama VI. All but three pilots were killed.
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Dalek historian Caul Pornell first popularised the theory that Davros used the lost Spiridon army to create the first ranks of his Imperial Daleks.





The Dalek strategists also reasoned that its position would make Spiridon a good staging post for an invasion of the Galactic Core, and accordingly stored a vast Dalek army in artificial hibernation within the planet’s network of caves. There they would wait until they were needed.

When the Doctor and Jo arrived on Spiridon, guided there by the Time Lords – after the Doctor requested their help – he discovered they were not alone: a small force of Thals had tracked the Daleks from Skaro, and were intent on preventing them from succeeding in their conquest. With the Doctor’s help the Thals were able to use explosives to initiate a chain reaction, leading to an icecano eruption. This buried the Dalek army, locking it into permanent, frozen hibernation.

The Thals returned to Skaro, leaving the surviving Spiridons to reclaim what was left of their world. The Daleks had lost irreplaceable research as well as a force of over ten thousand Daleks, including one of the Supreme Council. Whether they remained lost is open to conjecture. Some accounts suggest that Davros discovered and used the Spiridon army as the basis for his new Imperial Daleks, experimenting on the Kaled mutants frozen beneath the surface of the jungle world.


The Master

The relationship between the Daleks and the Time Lord known as the Doctor is well documented. The details of their relationship with the Time Lord known as the Master are far murkier. What is known is that like the Doctor, the Master stole a TARDIS and ran from his home planet of Gallifrey into the universe. Unlike the Doctor he set out to rule it. Growing ever more fixated on his old friend, the Master allied himself with alien conquerors and all-powerful monstrosities in his quests for dominion over all others. Ultimately this led him to ally himself with the Dalek Empire, although the fragile coalition would soon crumble.

Some scholars believe that the Daleks and the Master would go on to forge repeated alliances, most probably to defeat their mutual enemy. However, at the time of writing, no authenticated records have been found to support such supposition.

What is known is that the Master would eventually fall foul of the Daleks, their relationship deteriorating to the point that the Time Lord was captured by a Dalek scouting party and transported to Skaro. So unique was the relationship between them that the Daleks afforded the Master a trial before his extermination, a privilege never accorded to an alien enemy before or since. Though they found the Master guilty and exterminated him for his crimes against them, the Daleks even agreed to grant his last request, that his remains be transported back to Gallifrey by the Doctor. That the Daleks were willing to allow their most hated enemy to claim the Master’s ashes from them speaks to a relationship between Daleks and Master that, while built on hatred, rage and betrayal, included an element unseen elsewhere in the Dalek psyche: respect.
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The only known painting of the Master – Portrait of Evil by Skarnn – now hangs in the Church of the Evergreen Man’s Oakdown Gallery on Piedosos.
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Before their subjugation by the Daleks, Ogrons tattooed their faces with the markings of their tribe as a sign of their allegiance.





CHANGING TIMELINES

The fallout of the Master’s failure set Dalek plans for the conquest of humanity back by centuries. Most of the Supreme Council accepted this development as an infuriating inconvenience; victory was inevitable and the only question was when. The Gold Dalek who had led the mission to the Ogron planet, perhaps motivated by its own culpability in the Doctor’s survival, sought a more expedient course of action.

Having drawn upon the Master’s knowledge of temporal mechanics, the Gold Dalek established research into the development of time travel. Aided by what information they had gleaned from the Master before their alliance fell apart, the Daleks soon developed a primitive time tunnel, allowing them to travel between two fixed points in past and present, or present and future. The Gold Dalek, along with the other veterans of the Ogron Planet mission, used this time tunnel to reach an identified weak point in the timeline, exploiting a potential paradox which reversed the Dalek defeat on Earth in the 22nd century. This attempt to rewrite history ultimately failed, the Gold Dalek and his forces being wiped out and the timeline reasserted as a direct result of the Doctor’s interference. But Dalek researches into time travel did not end and, armed with the lessons learned from this defeat, a new direction was taken.

While their alliance with the Master had clearly demonstrated to the Daleks that an alliance of equals was untenable, his actions did affirm their faith in the value of a slave workforce. The Daleks had always faced the problem of finding humanoid overseers to maintain discipline among the slaves but now they had been presented with the perfect species to fulfil that role. Stupid, brutal and unquestioningly loyal, the ape-like Ogrons had served as mercenaries for criminals and conquerors across the galaxy before entering the Master’s employ. With their loyalty ensured by a mix of greed, duty and fear, the Ogrons became the Daleks’ enforcers of choice. In the Ogrons, the Daleks saw the strength and dependability of the robomen coupled with the self-reliance of human collaborators. Their stupidity was seen only as an asset, as no Ogron would ever prove free-thinking enough to rebel against their Dalek masters.
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During the rapid expansion of their empire, the Daleks perceived their Ogron slaves as expendable cannon fodder. The Ogrons themselves rarely perceived anything at all.





DALEK KILLERS

With both of the great space empires now aware of the threat posed by the Daleks, the civilised races of the galaxy banded together to form a combined resistance against the Daleks. All the while, Earth prepared for Dalek attack. By the 26thth century, the Earth Empire had decided to take the fight to the Daleks, not by battle fleets or armies, but by a highly irregular form of guerrilla warfare.

Earth looked to its criminal classes, especially those facing death by vaporisation. The convicts were given an intriguing choice. Their death sentences would be commuted if they volunteered to be transported into the heart of the Dalek Empire. Once there, they were to destroy as many Daleks as possible, or die trying. If they somehow survived, they would be free to live out what was left of their lives.

If is a very big word. Only a quarter of the so-called Dalek Killers or ‘DKs’ even survived the long-range, open-ended transmat beams that would deposit them behind enemy lines. Those who made it to the Dalek Empire with their internal organs intact had a life expectancy of around 150 minutes. The odds of surviving the entire experience were somewhere in the region of six hundred million to one.

And yet, incredibly, a small band of DKs defied all expectations and lived to tell the tale, making a good living selling Dalek memorabilia collected during their time as Dalek Killers, including eyestalks and gunsticks. Some went on to become religious leaders, such as political terrorist turned guru, Máire Mab Finn, while others, including the infamous pirate and mass-murderer Abslom Daak, would just go on killing.

Understandably, the existence of the Dalek Killers was a closely guarded secret. Earth didn’t want its citizens to know that the Empire’s worst criminals were still at large, albeit ‘safe’ in Dalek territory.

Whether the DK programme was successful or not, the Daleks turned their attention away from Earth, with no skirmishes between the galactic superpowers reported for hundreds of years. Officially, the allies maintained vigilance, always wary of Dalek attack, but for the ordinary citizens of the galaxy, the threat of the Daleks faded into history. Some even claimed the Daleks to be a myth, a half-remembered monster from the second dark age being used to frighten the galaxy into submission by the galactic governments. This scepticism was only exacerbated by the outbreak of plague across the galaxy.

The plague was virulent and incurable. Entire planets fell victim to it and soon a serious crisis point was reached. With a galactic pandemic seemingly unavoidable, funds and resources previously ring-fenced for anti-Dalek defences were funnelled into medical research. A cure was eventually developed but the core ingredient was parrinium, one of the rarest minerals in the galaxy. Scans detected potential deposits on the distant planet Exxilon and so a Marine Space Corps ship, supported by a civilian geologist, was dispatched to recover as much of the mineral as possible.

Only two of the expedition crew returned alive, and the reports of the mission they brought back with them were deeply concerning. Exxilon was a planet ruled by a sentient city, a wonder of the universe but also ravenous and cruel. Using a large energy beacon, the city drained power from any sources entering its atmosphere, leaving the crew of the downed and powerless spacecraft alive to worship it as the native Exxilons did. The Marine Space Corps ship was affected by this power draining, leaving the crew stranded alongside the Doctor and his companion Sarah Jane Smith, also visitors to Exxilon and now trapped there. They were soon joined in their imprisonment by a group of Daleks.

The Daleks were also affected by the energy drain, with only the motive and life support systems of their casings continuing to function on Exxilon. They also sought the parrinium, telling the humans that their own planets were also infected by the plague. In fact the Dalek worlds were entirely unaffected. Having observed the lesser races of the galaxy since the failed alliance with the Master, the Daleks had concocted a plan based on their new understandings of human psychology. They had engineered the plague and released it on the unsuspecting galaxy. With the galaxy now almost on its knees the Daleks intended to offer humanity and its allies an ultimatum; surrender to the Daleks and be cured, or remain free, sicken and die. To issue this ultimatum, however, the Daleks needed the Exxilon parrinium.

Both Daleks and humans were opposed by the native Exxilons. When the mission commander was killed, Marine Lieutenant Galloway assumed command of the Earth mission. Galloway made a deal with the Daleks, agreeing to mutual cooperation and a mutual share of the parrinium. Unlike their earlier alliance with the Master it was clear that the Daleks intended to betray Galloway from the beginning.

While the Doctor allied with a faction of the native Exxilons dedicated to destroying the evil city, the Daleks replaced their drained energy weapons with cruder projectile models and, along with Galloway, enslaved the city-worshipping Exxilons as a mining force to acquire the parrinium necessary. Only once the parrinium was mined and aboard their ship did the Daleks reveal their true plans.

The Doctor destroyed the beacon, restoring power to the downed ships and freeing the Daleks. The Daleks prepared to leave Exxilon and wipe out the population from orbit before returning to Skaro with the parrinium. Unknown to the Daleks the last loyal members of the Earth mission, Lieutenant Peter Hamilton and Jill Tarrant, the geologist, along with Sarah Jane Smith, had replaced the parrinium aboard their ship with useless rocks. They were also not aware that Galloway, realising the full horror of the Dalek plans, had concealed himself aboard their ship taking with him an explosive device of considerable power. He sacrificed himself to destroy the Dalek ship. Hamilton and Tarrant returned to Earth with the parrinium and warning of the Daleks’ return and dreams of empire.
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Taming the Exxilons by Briant Michel was condemned at the time of its unveiling for the glorification of the Daleks. Michel was later revealed to be a Dalek replicant.
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The captured Dalek codenamed ‘Rusty’ would go on to become an unlikely ally for the human race in their war against the Daleks.





RESISTING THE DALEKS

After the failure of the Exxilon initiative the Supreme Council decided that the time for discretion had ended. The galaxy was still reeling from the plague and any further delay would give them time to recover. A full-scale Dalek invasion of the galaxy was launched and only the continued preparedness of the Combined Galactic Resistance kept them from overrunning the whole of inhabited space in the first assault. The Daleks scoured the life from whole planets. Hospital ships treating plague victims were converted into troop carriers. Conscription was introduced on a thousand worlds. Bitter enemies buried ancient rivalries to unite against the Daleks. It was not enough. The once great empire of Draconia splintered and fell before the Dalek onslaught. Humanity endured, but every day more ground was given and more worlds fell to the Daleks.

Faced with seemingly insurmountable odds, the Resistance realised that if there was to be any hope of survival then they would need to shift the balance of power in the conflict. They needed to find a weakness in the Daleks. To this end Colonel Morgan Blue and his forces were assigned a seemingly impossible mission. They were ordered to capture a Dalek.

It cost Blue three ships and over 800 soldiers but he succeeded. They transported the inert Dalek to the converted hospital ship Aristotle and began to dismantle it. The first time humanity realised the Daleks were living beings was when it began to scream.

Blue’s research into a potential Dalek weakness was halted by the second discovery. This Dalek was damaged, its mind was affected and it had come to see its fellow Daleks as abhorrent. An internal radiation leak coinciding with witnessing the birth of a star had led Rusty, as the Doctor later dubbed the Dalek, to realise that beauty was worthy of preservation. The Daleks, Rusty concluded, needed to be stopped. They must be destroyed. Face to face with the only good Dalek, Blue decided to try to save it. A combined military and medical team led by the Doctor was shrunk to microscopic size and inserted into the Dalek’s casing to try to repair it. In so doing they restored Rusty’s faith in the Dalek cause, rampaging through the Aristotle and summoning the Dalek fleet to join the attack.

The team inside Rusty raced to restore the Dalek’s previous state, reminding it of the sight of the star being born. Rusty was restored, but was exposed to the Doctor’s own hatred of the Dalek race. Considering the Doctor’s hatred of the Daleks more beautiful than theirs of him, Rusty turned against its fellows and saved the Aristotle. Rusty then returned to the Dalek fleet and destroyed the command saucer from within. The Daleks recovered Rusty from the wreckage and examining him were faced for the first time with a Dalek opposed to their xenophobic mission. The existential crisis this provoked in Dalek High Command caused the Supreme Council to order a full withdrawal, in case Rusty’s affliction could affect any other Daleks. Humanity was granted a temporary reprieve. Considering Rusty’s hatred, even turned against them, too beautiful to destroy, the Daleks exiled it to the Dalek Asylum.

THE OUTER GALAXIES

Once they had confirmed that Rusty’s condition could not be replicated, the Daleks began preparations to resume their war against humanity. Their attentions would soon be diverted elsewhere by a threat that no-one could have predicted.

The Dalek time travel experiments had resulted in the successful development of a time machine. With the Gold Dalek lost in the past after its efforts to rewrite history failed, one of the surviving Supreme Councillors took control of the project. Having seen the dangers inherent in attempting to alter history the time ship and its crew were instead assigned a far simpler task. Led by the Supreme Councillor himself they would pursue the Doctor across all of time and space and exterminate him once and for all. They failed, and in failing drew the Daleks into a new and destructive conflict.
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Noted composer Gregori Glasst is believed to have used the crazed lamentations of Dalek Asylum inmates in his 2378 symphony, The Insanity of The Damned.




The Dalek Asylum

Legend says that there is a planet where the Daleks send their outcasts. A planet populated entirely by Daleks too insane even for the empire to control. These Daleks, uncontrollable, unquenchable in their hatred, are considered by their kin to demonstrate divine perfection through their hatred. The Daleks find hatred beautiful, and unable to destroy the insane beauty of these Daleks they instead consign them to this hell world. A frozen wasteland covering a network of tunnels and structures designed to cage, contain and preserve these mad Daleks, the Asylum is protected by a forcefield that keeps anyone from getting in and, more importantly, anything from getting out. The planet’s atmosphere is infected with a nanocloud which converts any organic matter, living or dead, that does make it through the forcefield into a Dalek. No Dalek can escape the Asylum, not even by dying.

The Dalek Asylum was eventually destroyed after the crash of the human starship Alaska on its surface. Fearing that the inmates could break free, the Daleks resolved to destroy the Asylum and all life upon it. They dispatched the Doctor and his companions Amy and Rory Williams to its surface to lower the forcefield and, when they succeeded, destroyed the planet from orbit. The Doctor and his companions were saved from the bombardment with the aid of Oswin Oswald, a junior entertainment manager on the Alaska who had managed to maintain her humanity even after being fully converted into a Dalek mutant. The Dalek Asylum burned and died under the fire of its own kind. Some reports say that Daleks in the armada above screamed when they saw such beauty destroyed. Other reports say that Daleks always scream, and that the Asylum’s destruction just made the Daleks hate humanity even more.



Pursuit of the Doctor ultimately led the Daleks to an abandoned human colony on the planet Mechanus, in the far reaches of the galaxy. There the Dalek time travellers had been wiped out by the colony’s maintenance and repair robots, the Mechanoids. Assuming the Daleks were fellow robots who had broken free of their programming, the Mechanoids were able to override their own protocols and began to establish their own star empire. This empire soon began to encroach on Dalek worlds. The war between the Daleks and the Mechanoids lasted for centuries. Ultimately the Daleks were victorious. Their new conquests had turned the Dalek advance towards the outer galaxies and since those outer galaxies were inhabited the Daleks saw no reason to halt their advance. The Second, Third and Ninth galaxies were conquered by the Daleks over the course of a war spanning half a millennium. The limited observation technology of the Earth Empire observed the Dalek conquests of 70 planets in the 9th galactic system and 40 more in the constellation of Miros. These conquests were a mere fraction of Dalek gains outside the Milky Way. The Daleks’ powerbase seemed to be growing exponentially, and fears of invasion ran high.

With the Dalek Killer programme no longer in operation, new defensive measures were initiated, most kept firmly out of the public eye. Even today, little is known about the United Planet’s Anti-Dalek Force (or ADF). Some even suggest that its very existence is a fiction, propaganda issued by the Earth Administration.

No official records concerning the ADF survive and those which have surfaced are heavily redacted. Only one document has entered the public domain, a special report from an individual identifying himself as Space Major Joel Shaw, Supreme Commander of the ADF. Writing to President Cal Tarrant, leader of the United Planets Parliament, Shaw reported that thanks to the valiant efforts of an ADF agent, the Daleks were suspected to be signing non-aggression pacts with other powers in the ‘outer planets’. Unfortunately, the name of the undercover agent was struck out and there is no further evidence that such treaties were ever ratified, let alone if Shaw’s fears of a Dalek-led alliance outnumbering Earth’s own forces ‘a thousand to one’ ever came to fruition.

The existence of an undercover taskforce staffed by fearless agents and super-powered androids would have been a compelling concept in a galaxy living under the shadow of Dalek attack. Belief in organisations such as the ADF, be they fact or fiction, would have offered hope, a rare commodity at the time. If asked, most citizens of Earth secretly believed that the Daleks would conquer all, and that the future of the human race was to be ground beneath a Dalek fender, or silenced by a smoking gunstick.

This fear was further cemented by the Daleks’ own propaganda machine, which would regularly broadcast ‘facts’ over the galactic net. Such was the ingenuity of the Daleks that millions of humans began to believe the lies spread from Skaro. Some spoke of the superiority of Dalek intelligence, claiming that every single Dalek was capable of speaking over three hundred languages at a time when most humans could largely only speak Earth standard. Other falsehoods undermined Earth’s authority, insisting that the members of the United Earth Parliament, including the President herself, were in fact Dalek replicants.

By the dawn of the 40th century the Dalek Empire was just as much of a threat as it had ever been. On Skaro, the Supreme Council had dwindled to a single Dalek. With Dalek gains in the Outer Galaxies consolidated, that Dalek assumed the title of Dalek Supreme. Having observed the failed stratagems of its rivals and learned from their mistakes, the Dalek Supreme set in motion a plan that would draw on all the lessons of Dalek history. It was a plan that almost brought the universe to its knees.

THE DALEKS’ MASTER PLAN

The Dalek Supreme’s plan took the better part of a century to enact. Having refined their ability to manipulate the lesser races, the Daleks began to establish an alliance with the other power of the outer galaxies; uniting them in their hatred of Earth. They aided Zephon in the overthrow of the Entity Gris to assume control of the 5th Galaxy. Zephon in turn secured the allegiance of Celation and the Master of Beaus. Representatives of all of the outer galaxies not under Dalek control were brought into the Daleks’ alliance: Gearon, Malpha, even mighty Trantis came to join them. Having learned their lessons on the Ogron Planet, the Daleks intended to betray their allies from the beginning.

The Dalek Supreme also cultivated an ally on Earth. Acting through duplicates and proxies, the Daleks ensured the ascendancy of a human politician named Mavic Chen to the position of Guardian of the Solar System. When Chen eventually learned the true identities of his allies he did not even blink. In return for their support, and with the promise of greater power to come, Chen secretly restarted mining operations on the planet Uranus in search of the rarest element in the universe: taranium.

In the year 3999 the Daleks established a secret control centre on the planet Kembel, at the edge of the galaxy. Having observed the value of unquestioning servants, the Dalek Supreme infested the forest around the control centre with Varga plants. The Varga plants, indigenous to Skaro, were mindless killing machines whose toxin would transform anyone pricked by a Varga thorn into another murderous Varga plant. The Daleks were safe inside their casings but all other life on Kembel would fall prey to the Varga.

One lone sighting of a Dalek spaceship found its way to the Space Security Service on Earth. One Security Officer paid attention to it. His name was Marc Cory and his attentiveness would save the universe. As the Daleks’ allies assembled on Kembel in preparation for their conquest of the Solar System, Cory undertook an unsanctioned, undercover mission to Kembel. Cory uncovered the scope of the Daleks’ plans but died before he could warn humanity. His disappearance led the Space Security Service to send a team to find him, led by Security Agent Brett Vyon. Vyon’s team all died on Kembel but Vyon found unlikely allies in the form of the Doctor and two human companions, Steven Taylor and Katarina.

As the Daleks assembled their Intergalactic Council, now joined by Mavic Chen, the Doctor gained entry disguised as Zephon. There the Doctor discovered the extent of the Daleks’ plans. The emm of taranium supplied by Mavic Chen was to be the core of the Daleks’ Time Destructor, a device whose power was fully appreciated only by the Doctor and the Daleks.

Having learned the dangers of time travel, the Daleks had taken the logical course of action. They had weaponised it. The Time Destructor accelerated time across an expanding field. Anything caught in that field was subjected to the ravages of time until there was nothing left of them but dust. The Doctor stole the taranium core of the time destructor and fled with his companions aboard Mavic Chen’s ship. For his incompetence, the Daleks exterminated Zephon.

The Dalek Supreme, having observed the effect of the Exxilon beacon, had the stolen ship’s systems scrambled, causing it to crash on the prison planet Desperus. Vyon was able to repair the ship and depart before the Dalek pursuit fleet could catch them but the Doctor’s friend Katarina was killed in the escape.

Returning to Earth, Vyon and his allies found Chen had declared them to be traitors. Vyon’s own sister, Sara Kingdom, had been assigned to capture him. Kingdom confronted Vyon and killed him, before pursuing the Doctor and Steven into an experimental teleportation chamber that transported them to the planet Mira. Informed by Chen of their location, the Dalek Supreme dispatched a taskforce to retrieve the taranium.

On Mira the Doctor and Steven convinced Kingdom of their story and Brett Vyon’s innocence. The Dalek taskforce on Mira was attacked by the native Visians, giving the Doctor and his companions time to steal their pursuit ship. Unfortunately for them the Dalek Supreme was able to capture the pursuit ship in a magnetisation beam and draw it back to Kembel.
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The jungle world of Kembel was considered the most dangerous planet in the universe. It would eventually be reduced to dust by a Dalek superweapon.





On Kembel Steven Taylor, protected by a gravitic forcefield, gave the Daleks a replica of the taranium before escaping with the Doctor and Kingdom in the TARDIS. The Daleks realised the taranium was fake after attempting to test the time destructor on delegate Trantis. Trantis was exterminated and the Dalek Supreme reluctantly ordered the requisition of a time machine from Skaro.

Mavic Chen was sent with the Dalek taskforce to pursue the Doctor through time. Tracking the Time Lord to ancient Egypt, Chen and the Daleks co-opted another renegade Time Lord, known as the Monk, who was pursuing the Doctor seeking revenge for an earlier encounter. The Monk helped Chen and the Daleks capture Steven and Kingdom and using them as hostages they recovered the taranium from the Doctor. The Doctor and his friends escaped, as did the Monk, but Chen returned triumphantly to Kembel with the taranium.

Chen believed the Daleks genuinely valued him, that while the rest of their allies would be betrayed, he and the Daleks would rule the universe together. When the Daleks betrayed him along with the other delegates he refused to accept it was true. Imprisoned in the Dalek command centre while the Daleks left to prepare their war fleet, the delegates were released by the Doctor’s companions, who had followed Chen back to Kembel. The delegates pledged to oppose the Daleks and returned to their own galaxies, gathering their forces and bringing them to the solar system, exactly as the Daleks had planned.

The Daleks had always intended the Outer Galaxy armies to converge on the solar system. With their own territory undefended the Dalek armies would sweep across them in conquest. Meanwhile the Time Destructor would be detonated on the Earth, wiping out humanity and the armies of the other galactic powers. But the Daleks had made one fatal error.

The Doctor had located the hidden Dalek facility beneath the surface of Kembel. His companions also found it, taken prisoner by a thoroughly deranged Chen who still believed himself to be allied with the Daleks. Taking them to the Dalek Supreme, Chen demanded that the Daleks be placed under his direct command. Mavic Chen was exterminated moments later. His death gave the Doctor the distraction he needed to activate the Time Destructor, burning through the taranium core and ending the Daleks’ chances of wiping out humanity. The Daleks proved resistant to the Time Destructor’s ageing effects until Steven managed to reverse it; running time backwards across Kembel to restore the withered planet and de-evolve the Daleks into an embryonic state. While in time to save the Doctor, Steven’s actions were too late for Kingdom, who aged to death saving the Time Lord. All of the Daleks on Kembel were destroyed save the Dalek Supreme, who escaped the planet in critical condition.

AFTER THE WAR

The Daleks expanded their empire across the outer galaxies but the conquest of humanity never came. The wounded Dalek Supreme returned to Skaro and ordered that Dalek forces withdraw from the human galaxy. The Dalek Wars ended, for a time, as the Dalek Supreme prepared a new strategy to ensure Skaro’s supremacy. Greater conflict lay ahead, from the Movellan War that almost caused the extinction of the Daleks, to Davros’s scheme for the Daleks to supplant Gallifrey as the rulers of Time itself.

The Daleks would become locked in a cycle of death and resurrection, their established history repeatedly overwritten and their future inexplicably linked to their past …
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As the Dalek war machine raged across the galaxy, it became obvious that no planet was safe from invasion.



BEHIND THE SCENES



DALEKS IN OTHER MEDIA: MOVIES AND STAGE SHOWS

Dr. Who and the Daleks

In 1964, on the back of the growing popularity of the Doctor Who television series, and in particular his famed enemies, the Daleks, Amicus Productions optioned the rights to adapt the first Dalek serial into a feature film.
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The Daleks patrol their big-screen control room in this lobby card from Dr. Who and the Daleks.



Released in June 1965, Dr. Who and the Daleks was directed by Gordon Flemyng, from a script by Milton Subotsky. It was based on Terry Nation’s scripts for the second ever Doctor Who serial, The Daleks, but differed significantly – not least in its portrayal of the main protagonists – and is independent of the continuity of the ongoing television series.

Veteran British actor Peter Cushing was cast in the role of ‘Dr. Who’, who, in this revised telling, is a human inventor – a kind-hearted, grandfatherly figure, who claims to have built the TARDIS in his back garden. Outwardly, the ship resembled the ‘police box’ exterior seen in the television show, but inside it was entirely different, being a tangled mess of wires and equipment – although it did retain its key feature, being bigger on the inside.

As the film opens, we learn that Dr. Who has two granddaughters – Susan and Barbara. While they’re showing Barbara’s new boyfriend, Ian, around the TARDIS, Ian – who’s very much positioned as a bumbling fool – accidentally activates it, and transports them all to a petrified forest on Skaro from where they make a journey to the Dalek city and later encounter the Thals.
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Dr. Who and Susan confront Skaro’s colourful monsters in Dr. Who and the Daleks.



The Dalek props were significantly redesigned for the film, being taller, more colourful, and mounted with flashing lights on their domes. Some of them were given claw fittings, rather than the standard Dalek manipulator cup, and these new-look Daleks proved incredibly popular, spawning a vast array of toys and collectables.
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Dr. Who, Wyler and Susan seek to turn the tables on the Daleks and their Robomen slaves in Daleks – Invasion Earth: 2150 AD.





The film was successful enough to warrant a second movie the following year, this time entitled Daleks – Invasion Earth: 2150AD. It was again directed by Gordon Flemyng and written by Milton Subotsky, and drew heavily on the second Dalek serial, The Dalek Invasion of Earth. Cushing reprised his role as Dr. Who, this time joined by his niece, Louise, along with London police constable, Tom, and Roberta Tovey once more as Susan.
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Don’t look behind you! A portrait of Peter Cushing.



The film failed to prove a hit at the box office, however, and following a rather muted reception from critics, plans to continue the series were shelved, and a third movie, possibly to be based on The Chase, was never made.

Stages of the Daleks

During the Christmas/New Year season of 1965/6, at the very height of ‘Dalekmania’, Wyndham’s Theatre in London debuted a play by Terry Nation and David Whitaker entitled The Curse of the Daleks. It was the first full Dalek story to appear that didn’t feature the Doctor, or indeed, any other elements derived from the Doctor Who television series. It only ran for a single month, to a generally positive reception, and detailed the exploits of a group of Earth astronauts whose vessel, Starfinder, crash lands on Skaro, fifty years after the Daleks were defeated.

[image: Image]
The Daleks received joint billing with the TV series for their 1970s foray onto the West End stage.
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The 16-page souvenir programme for Seven Keys to Doomsday contained cast and crew biographies (amongst adverts for cigarettes and spirits!).



Initially unconcerned, the crew soon come to realise that one of them is actually a traitor, who has begun to reactivate the dormant Daleks, threatening them all. The play was adapted and released as an audio adventure by Big Finish in 2008.
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The Ultimate Adventure saw Jon Pertwee’s Doctor battling the Daleks again, 15 years on from their last TV encounter.



In 1974 the Daleks would take to the stage a second time, in Seven Keys to Doomsday (sometimes also known as ‘Doctor Who and the Daleks: Seven Keys to Doomsday’), written by former Doctor Who Script Editor Terrance Dicks, and this time featuring an appearance by the Doctor. Initially, the part of the Doctor was to be played by Jon Pertwee, but as the play appeared during the transition period between Pertwee’s Third Doctor and Tom Baker’s Fourth Doctor, the part instead went to Trevor Martin.

In the play, Martin is said to have recently regenerated from Pertwee’s incarnation of the Doctor, and is seen to whisk his companions Jimmy and Jenny (the latter played by former Doctor Who companion Wendy Padbury) off to the planet Karn. There they must prevent the Daleks and their crab-like slaves, the Crawrantulas, from finding the seven crystal keys of Karn, which would allow the Daleks to seize control of all life in the universe.

The play ran at the Adelphi Theatre in London for four weeks over the Christmas/New Year period in 1974/5. It was adapted into an audio drama by Big Finish in 2008, in which Trevor Martin reprised his role as the Doctor, and Padbury’s daughter Charlie Hayes played her mother’s role.

The Daleks returned to the stage in 1989, this time joining forces with the Cybermen in The Ultimate Adventure, again written by Terrance Dicks and initially featuring Jon Pertwee, reprising his role as the Doctor. Working with new companions Jason and Crystal, the Doctor attempts to foil a joint Dalek and Cybermen plot to kidnap an American envoy and disrupt a peace conference on Earth. When the Doctor is able to trick the Dalek Emperor into revealing its true plan to betray the Cybermen, he causes a conflict to break out between the two factions, and, returning to Earth, is able to prevent the detonation of a Dalek bomb intended to destroy the city.

The Ultimate Adventure ran from March to August 1989, and Pertwee played the Doctor from its debut until June (with a notable exception, during which David Banks, who had played the Cyber Leader on the television show, stepped in to cover a short period of illness). From June until the play’s end in August, Colin Baker, the former Sixth Doctor, stepped into the lead role, and the play was adjusted to accommodate his incarnation of the character.
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One of the Daleks’ most celebrated adventures, The Evil of the Daleks, was reinvented for the stage almost 40 years later.





Big Finish also adapted the play in 2008, with Colin Baker reprising his role, and in 2011, Terrance Dicks penned a straight-to-audio sequel, Beyond the Ultimate Adventure.

An officially licensed adaptation of the 1967 story The Evil of the Daleks was produced at the New Theatre Royal in Portsmouth from 25 to 28 October 2006, adapted from David Whitaker’s original script by Nick Scovell, and starring Scovell as the Doctor. The 90-minute play streamlined the original, and made a few key changes, notably making Victoria’s father a vicar who had been expelled from the church because of his scientific beliefs.

Most recently, the Daleks appeared on stage during the touring show Doctor Who Live, in 2010. The show was devised by Will Brenton and Gareth Roberts as a sequel to the Doctor Who television story Carnival of Monsters, and featured Inter-Galactic Showman Vorgenson, presenting a series of monsters from the history of the show via his ‘Minimiser’. During the play, Vorgenson first lures and then manages to trap the Doctor – played by then-incumbent Eleventh Doctor Matt Smith via a series of pre-recorded video inserts – in his Minimiser, and the whole thing is revealed to be a Dalek plot. After a brief battle with the Cybermen, the overwhelmed Daleks are forced to retreat into the Minimiser. The Doctor escapes, frees the trapped aliens, and with the help of the cheering audience, manages to defeat a final Dalek with his TARDIS, before heading off into the time vortex for further adventures. The show ran from 8 October to 7 November, 2010, touring many of the major cities in the UK.
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Dominating a host of other alien creatures, the Daleks played a key role in 2010’s Doctor Who Live.





[image: INFECTION OF THE DALEKS BY MIKE TUCKER]

THE PRIME SPEAKER of the Tents of Helatrine regarded the creatures in the holding cell. There were six of them: huge, muscle-bound and ape-like, clad in crude, heavy clothing. Each of them had been armed with massive disruption blasters, all useless now, of course.

As the Speaker leaned forward to examine the creatures more closely one of them lunged forward, its huge fists slamming against the bars, a guttural snarl bursting from its lips. Taken by surprise the Speaker took a startled step backwards, the symbiote that lay coiled against the back of her neck stiffening at her alarm.

Immediately acolytes hurried forward, their own symbiotes alerted to her distress.

‘Are you alright, Madam Speaker?’ one of them asked

The Speaker nodded, embarrassed at her lack of control. ‘Yes. I got too close. Stupid of me.’

She nodded towards the creature now prowling in its cage. ‘These beings, these … Ogrons?’

The acolyte nodded.

‘These Ogrons. They attempted landings at all twelve of the Great Camps?’

‘Yes, Prime Speaker, they attacked at dawn. Over one hundred and fifty ships. None of them made it through the barrier. Almost all of the invading force died, but even so we have nearly two hundred survivors either imprisoned or receiving treatment.’

‘And the bodies?’

‘Awaiting instructions for disposal.’

The speaker felt a flush of anger. ‘Such a pointless waste of life. The Daleks know that no technological device is able to breach our disruptive barrier, yet still they send these creatures to their deaths.’

The acolyte shrugged. ‘Like the humans before them, the Daleks seem intent on recruiting us to their cause.’

‘Then perhaps they need to be reminded once more that we have no interest in taking sides in their sickening war. Open a channel to the Dalek Fleet Commander.’

The acolyte nodded and hurried to the closest bio-psychic console, mentally tuning it to the Dalek wavelength. Almost immediately the harsh grating voice of the Dalek commander reverberated around the Speaker’s mind.

‘Speak!’

‘Your attack has failed, Dalek. You knew our defences were beyond your ability to breach. What did you possibly hope to achieve by this?’

‘It is part of the greater Dalek strategy.’

‘Greater Dalek strategy? Your slaves are all dead or in custody, your ships destroyed.’

‘You will now surrender your bio-psychic technology to the Daleks.’

‘Did you not hear me? Your attack failed!’

‘Our attack was a success. In seventy rels your planet and its people will become part of the Dalek Empire.’

As the voice in her head went silent, the Speaker could only stare at her acolytes in astonishment.

High above Helatrine, in the bowels of the Command Saucer, the Black Dalek spun to face its subordinate.

‘Ogron units have been successfully seeded across the planet. Instruct scientific unit to activate mutagenic signal without delay.’

‘I obey.’

As the drone glided out of the control hub, the Black Dalek swung back to regard the planet on the screen. The war with the humans was taking its toll, and the Dalek Empire needed Helatrine. It needed its people, and the bio-psychic weaponry they possessed.

And in seventy rels it would have them.

‘All of the Great Camps?’

‘Yes, Prime Speaker. We just had confirmation from the last Camp in the southern hemisphere. The disease has a hold in every continent on the planet.’ The acolyte paused. ‘No one who has contracted it, neither host nor symbiote, has survived.’

‘Great Weaver protect us...’ The Prime Speaker sank down onto her prayer mat, her face ashen. ‘Have we made no headway in slowing down the infection rate?’

‘None, Speaker. We isolated anyone who had been in contact with the Ogron prisoners as soon as we realised what was happening, but even the creatures’ corpses seem to be capable of passing on the infection, and there were so many of those …’

‘What of our planetary SOS? Has anyone responded?’

The acolyte shook his head. ‘The Daleks have saturated the ionosphere with a psychic interference wave. The only people who can hear our SOS are them.’

The Speaker felt an unfamiliar surge of hatred course through her. ‘Get me the Dalek commander!

The acolyte hurried to the bio-psychic console and moments later the voice of the Dalek commander rang around the chamber.

‘Are you now ready to negotiate with the Daleks?’

The Speaker gave a harsh cold laugh. ‘You say it as if we have a choice.’

‘There is a choice. You can choose to let your people die.’

‘One day, Dalek, you will pay for this …’ She bit her lip, fighting back the urge to scream in blind rage at the inhuman monsters that were clinically wiping out her species. ‘If we negotiate, you will give us the cure?’

‘There is no cure.’

The Speaker felt her skin go cold. ‘What do you mean?’

‘The effects of the disease cannot be treated.’

‘Then why?’ The Speaker dropped to her knees, all her strength gone. ‘Why would you do this to us if there is no hope for us to survive?’

‘Your statement is incorrect. There is a way you can survive.’

‘How?’

‘Dalek tissue is resistant to the disease pathogens.’

‘What …?’

‘Those of you not yet infected can survive … as Daleks. We have factory ships standing by to begin the necessary surgery.’

The acolytes in the chamber stared at each other in horror. ‘Prime Speaker, surely you can’t …’

The Prime Speaker closed her eyes, feeling the pain, suffering and terror of her entire race flood through her mind, connected to every soul under her protection via the symbiotic link that they shared. So much was already lost, so much … If there was the slightest chance that even one Helatrine was strong enough to resist Dalek conditioning, to retain the memory of their race, to continue the bloodline, however diluted by Dalek DNA then surely that chance had to be taken …

She turned to her frightened subjects.

‘Turn off the disruption barrier, let the Daleks land …’
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THE ORIGINS OF WAR

Obscured behind a veil of folding paradoxes, alternating realities, dimensional instabilities and rewritten time lines, it is now almost impossible to make any sense of the chronology of the Last Great Time War. Indeed, the events of this tumultuous period have been sealed – timelocked and rendered inaccessible to all, lest the universe is inadvertently destroyed in their unravelling.

Those who survived its cataclysmic events are certain of only one thing: it is, without doubt, the most devastating conflict the universe has ever known.

Only vague records remain, and of those it is no longer clear which, if any, of the events described may in fact have occurred. History was constantly rewritten by the combatants, as Daleks and Time Lords fought for supremacy and survival, un-weaving the very fabric of the universe as they sought to render one another extinct. It was a war that burned through the eons, with battles raging on multiple fronts in multiple eras, and with a death toll in the high billions.

The Time Lords had long prophesied the coming of a great conflict and a threat to their survival, and it is now thought that, in attempting to avert this potential disaster, they may have inadvertently been the ones to instigate it.

Having borne witness to the rise of the Daleks and their malignant infestation of the universe, the Time Lords resolved to break one of their own cardinal rules: their vow of non-interference.

Since the beginning of Time Lord culture and the tragedies they had unwittingly inflicted upon other fledgling civilisations – sharing their knowledge and technology with developing races which then abused that knowledge and ultimately destroyed themselves – the Time Lords had taken only an observational role in the universe, recording events as they unfolded, but never intervening in the affairs of others.

This changed, however, when the scale of the Dalek threat became such that the Time Lords began to fear for their own security. They believed the coming of the Daleks represented the emergence of the enemy they had long prophesied, and deemed it necessary to act. They needed to find a means to somehow stop the Dalek menace that was spreading, unchecked, throughout the universe.

The Time Lords agreed to despatch an agent – the Doctor – to Skaro, to intervene in the creation of the Daleks and prevent the creatures from ever existing, or altering their history and diverting the Kaleds down an evolutionary dead end. This pre-emptive strike, the Time Lords deemed, could only benefit the wider universe. With the Daleks gone, scores of extinct civilisations would instead flourish, trillions of lives would be preserved, and the Time Lords themselves would have averted a potential threat to their own existence. Life could return to normal.

The Doctor, reluctant to do the Time Lords’ bidding but aware that he had little choice, was sent to Skaro during the latter stages of the Kaleds’ Thousand Year War with the Thals, with instructions to destroy Davros’s early experiments into the Kaled mutant form, or at the very least learn of some weakness.

Once there, however, the Doctor became embroiled in the conflict, and when the opportunity to destroy the Dalek embryos arose, he faltered, questioning whether he had the right to commit genocide. Could he, instead, avert the course of Dalek evolution, and perhaps teach them mercy rather than hate?

Davros, however, would never entertain such thoughts, seeing mercy as another simple weakness that he wished to expunge from his creations. In his Daleks he saw the final, ultimate expression of the Kaled form, and driven by his bitterness towards the Thals for the grievous injuries he had suffered earlier in the war, he cast the Daleks in his own image.
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Millions of Daleks were destroyed during the conflict, leaving their burnt-out casings scattered throughout time and space.
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The destruction wrought during the Time War brought the universe itself to the brink of destruction.





The Doctor, seeing now that the Time Lords had been right, returned to the incubation chamber, but he was too late. History could no longer be altered – the Daleks had already been born.

The unforeseen consequences of the Doctor’s mission to Skaro proved even more the Time Lords’ undoing, for the Doctor’s presence at this crucial moment in the Daleks’ genesis instilled in Davros the desire to see his ‘children’ go on to conquer other worlds.

Until this point, Davros had been unaware that life existed outside the seven galaxies he had identified, but the Doctor had proved to him that intelligent life flourished amongst the stars; alien species that saw the Daleks as a terrible threat. To Davros, this served as confirmation of his own genius and the superiority of his creations – the Daleks, he now knew, would spread throughout the universe and conquer other worlds. It was inevitable.

Yet the Doctor’s mission also laid the foundation of the Daleks’ hatred of the Time Lords. For, by attempting to arrest their development, the Time Lords had committed an act of war, and the Daleks had a terrible and mighty capacity for vengeance. More so, Davros understood that the Time Lords’ technology was far superior to that of the Daleks. He reasoned that if the Daleks could only secure the use of Time Lord weapons and time ships, his creations would have the power to conquer all of time and space.

Indeed, many centuries later, following the Daleks’ eventual diaspora from Skaro and their development of primitive time travel technology, they finally deemed themselves ready to mount their first attempt to destabilise Gallifrey, the home planet of the Time Lords.

The Daleks, aware of the Doctor’s predilection for visiting the planet Earth, established a time corridor between their command vessel in the future and a discreet location in London in the year 1984. Having then used duplication technology to plant replicas of prominent humans across the planet – disposing of the originals in the process – the Daleks lured the Doctor to Earth, and employed their duplicates to capture him.

The Dalek Supreme intended to create a replica of the Doctor, tasked with returning to Gallifrey and assassinating the Time Lord High Council, and thus throwing the leadership of the Time Lords into disarray, leaving them vulnerable to attack. The irony was not lost on the Doctor – having first been the Time Lords’ unwilling instrument of attack, he would now carry out the same function for the Daleks.

The Daleks’ plan was foiled, however, when the Doctor managed to break the conditioning of one of their human duplicates, turning the man against them and enlisting his help to escape. The duplicate of the Doctor was never completed, and the Doctor and the freed duplicate were able to destroy the small contingent of Daleks before the plot could be carried through.

Other skirmishes would add to the growing tensions between Dalek High Command and the Time Lords. Davros’s attempt to use the Hand of Omega to destroy Gallifrey had been foiled by the Doctor, but forced the High Council of the Time Lords to take notice. Davros escaped the fireball that engulfed his command ship, but lost control of his newly formed Empire. A new Emperor took his place and, according to accounts of the legendary Etra Prime Incident, orchestrated the kidnapping of the then-President of Gallifrey – the Doctor’s former companion, Lady Romanadvoratrelundar – along with five hundred scientists from various time-travelling powers.

Some believe that the mass abduction was only the first step of a plan to invade Gallifrey itself. It has even been suggested that the Daleks succeeded in passing Gallifrey’s protective transduction barriers only to be repelled. If that is true, never had Gallifrey suffered such a blatant challenge to its authority.

THE WAR RAGES

No one is certain whether the Time Lords or the Daleks committed the next outright move of aggression, but it is recorded that, following a long period of Dalek occupation, the Daleks suddenly fled the cosmos, disappearing entirely from the realms of time and space.

Some historians claim that the Dalek Emperor had, in fact, led the Dalek forces into the time vortex to prepare for war, but what is certain is that when they next emerged, it was on a war footing, the scale of which had never been witnessed before.

In response, the Time Lords – who had seen no serious military conflict since the early days of their civilisation – began plundering their own history, swiftly collating a fleet of N-Forms, Battle TARDISes and Bow Ships with which to meet the Dalek threat. Soon after the universe erupted into devastating war.
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Dalek and Time Lord forces clash during the fateful battle of Seramiphius V.
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Ancient Time Lord vessels were deployed in vast fleets, but were as nothing compared to the vast mega-saucers and void-tanks of the Dalek forces.





With time itself as their battlefield, the Daleks and Time Lords clashed in all eras and none; the terrible outcome of one confrontation was averted by the outcome of another, and history itself became a weapon. Time was rewritten over and over, soldiers dying, only to be reborn moments later as their timeline altered, trapped in a horrific cycle of life and death and rebirth.

So, too, did the fates of other species become embroiled in the war. Most were unaware of the conflict raging in the heavens, or indeed, of the manner in which their own histories were being twisted and manipulated to serve the needs of the combatants. Entire civilisations were driven to extinction, their histories obliterated, their names reduced to nothing but footnotes in the war journals of the Time Lords. Others looked on in despair, whilst still more counted their devastating losses, nothing more than collateral damage in a battle that threatened the very existence of reality.

The Gelth were forced to abandon their bodies and enter a gaseous state, forever condemned to seek new physical forms. The Zygon home world was obliterated, and a string of Nestene protein planets were left to rot and wither. All the while, the war-like Sontarans looked on with envy, wishing only to play a part in what they saw as the most glorious conflict the universe had ever witnessed.

Having rejoined the war effort, Davros himself was lost in the first year of the war, when his command ship flew into the jaws of the Nightmare Child at the Gates of Elysium. It is said that the Doctor – who had renounced the Time Lords for their part in the atrocities and refused to engage in the conflict – attempted to save him, but failed.

As things spiralled out of control, however, even the Doctor was forced to take up arms, regenerating into a new incarnation after crash landing on the planet Karn. Recognising that the universe would soon be destroyed without his intervention, he returned to the Time Lord fold, leading their fleet against the nightmarish onslaught of the Daleks.

Soon, both the Daleks and the Time Lords abandoned the last vestiges of their previously sacrosanct principles. The Time Lords began resurrecting the long dead, including their inaugural Lord President, Rassilon, the father of Time Lord society, so that he might lead them once again. The Master, too – a villainous renegade who had long ago abandoned the Time Lords – was returned to life to serve as a general, but abandoned them once more. Having seen his impending defeat at the hands of the Dalek Emperor at the Cruciform, he chose to flee and hide, rather than face death once again.

The Time Lords had also begun to deploy weapons from the Omega Arsenal. This cache had been held in a vault on Gallifrey since the founding days of their society and included weapons with the capability to unmake reality and destroy time itself.

Similarly, the Daleks had begun to plunder alternate timelines, searching out other versions of Skaro and experimenting upon the Kaleds that inhabited them, pressing the results into service to swell their ranks. These twisted Dalek forms became known as the Skaro Degradations – strange, shambling monsters that made a mockery of Dalek purity.

The Dalek Emperor saw that the Daleks and Time Lords were so evenly matched and sought ways to break the deadlock. It founded a number of secretive Dalek orders, including the Cult of Skaro, dedicated to ‘thinking like the enemy’ and contriving new ways to defeat them, and the Eternity Circle, a Dalek council tasked with devising unpredictable new tactics and weapons.

One such tactic, which ultimately failed, involved the capture of the Doctor, who by this time had become the Time Lords’ greatest asset in the war. The Eternity Circle planned to transform him into the ‘Predator Dalek’, a new, deadly form of Time Lord-Dalek hybrid, whose maverick tactical experience could be used to lead the Daleks to victory against his own people.

The Eternity Circle had established a base close to the Tantalus Eye, a vast, unstable rift between universes at the heart of the Tantalus Spiral. They had begun lashing together planets to form an immense de-mat weapon that would harness the temporal power of the Eye. Targeted at Gallifrey, the weapon would erase the planet from history, destroying it and the Time Lords in any and all realities in which it had ever existed.

Rassilon, meanwhile, had been experimenting on former Time Lord President Borusa, harnessing his regeneration energy to turn him into a ‘possibility engine’ that could interrogate potential timelines to predict the outcome of any given action. Having consulted this possibility engine, Rassilon planned to detonate a weapon from the Omega Arsenal – the Tear of Isha. This would end the Dalek threat in the Tantalus Spiral, but result in the utter destruction of several human colony worlds.

The Doctor refused to allow Rassilon to detonate the device, and instead liberated Borusa, using him to channel the energy of the Eye to tease out a thread of possibility in which the Daleks had never arrived in the Tantalus Spiral, thus eradicating them and the Eternity Circle from existence. Gallifrey was saved, but the Doctor had gone against the Time Lord President. Consequently, Rassilon decreed him to be a traitor.
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The Dalek Emperor briefs its commanders on its plans to assault Gallifrey.





THE MOMENT AND THE FALL OF ARCADIA

The Daleks proved tenacious, however, and as the war wore on, they drew closer and closer to Gallifrey.

With millions of Dalek saucers circling the Time Lord home world, Rassilon grew desperate, and in his desperation formulated his ‘final sanction’ – the plan by which he might finally defeat the Daleks forever. In a move that foreshadowed Davros’s later plans for his ‘reality bomb’, Rassilon planned to destroy time itself, to cause the universe to cease to exist. All life would be obliterated, save for the Time Lords, who would divest themselves of their physical forms and transform into transcendental beings of pure consciousness.

Recognising how far the Time Lords had fallen – and now seeing little difference between them and the Daleks – the Doctor stole the final weapon from the Omega Arsenal, a device known as ‘the Moment’.

He planned to use the weapon to eradicate both the Daleks and the Time Lords from existence – committing double genocide – and thus restore order to the universe, finally bringing an end to the Time War.



[image: Image]
Arcadia – the second city of Gallifrey – seen here in its prime.
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A lone Gallifreyan watches as a solar barge tumbles out of the atmosphere, destroyed by a Dalek attack fleet. Painting by Volsepheron Qiq, as related by General Voltrix.
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Three different incarnations of the Doctor prepare to activate the Time Lord weapon known as the Moment.





Meanwhile, the Daleks had breached the sky trenches around Gallifrey and laid siege to Arcadia, the Time Lords’ second city, killing millions. The Time Lords mounted a worthy defence, but on the last day of the War Arcadia fell, and the Daleks began their final assault on the Capitol.

The Moment, however, was a weapon so advanced that it had developed its own conscience, and it questioned the Doctor’s motives. Indeed, it appealed to him, offering him a means to end the war without resorting to genocide. The weapon opened a portal in space-time, through which the Doctor was able to make contact with two incarnations of his future self. Together, the three Doctors developed a plan to remove Gallifrey from time and space, to hide it in a pocket universe where it could never be found.

Summoning all of his first thirteen incarnations, the Doctor enacted the plan and Gallifrey was plucked from its own orbit, just as the gathered Dalek fleets opened fire, destroying each other in the crossfire.

The Time War was over. The Daleks had been utterly destroyed, and the Time Lords imprisoned in a pocket dimension from where they could do no harm. To all intents and purposes, the Dalek threat to the universe had been ended. Yet this was not to be the end of the Daleks, as, out in the unseen corners of the universe, pockets of them had survived, arriving at assorted points in Earth’s history.

FALLEN THROUGH TIME

In the aftermath of the Time War, the surviving higher species, seeing that the universe itself had come dangerously close to been destroyed during the conflict between the Daleks and the Time Lords, placed a time lock on the events of the war, creating a temporal seal around them.

This time lock was intended to ensure that no entity or faction could use time travel technology to revisit the war to alter or otherwise engage with any of the events that had occurred. Such interference was deemed too dangerous, likely to place the integrity of the time vortex itself at risk. As a consequence, the Dalek race was effectively rendered extinct, obliterated during their final assault on Gallifrey, and no longer able to plunder their own past or escape from within the specific timeline of the war itself.

To the rest of the universe the Daleks and the Time Lords became creatures of legend, ancient races that had obliterated one another, and the higher species rejoiced, free at last from the conflict that had threatened their very existence.

However, the Daleks had been created by Davros to be endlessly tenacious, to survive at all costs – and this is precisely what they did.

While a single, lone Dalek had fallen through time to crash land on Ascension Island in the 20th century, eventually being sold into Henry van Statten’s collection – where it ultimately committed suicide, after becoming infected by the ‘human factor’ – a larger force of Daleks had survived elsewhere by similar means.

The Dalek Emperor’s command ship, damaged during the closing moments of the war, had spiralled through time, eventually washing up on the outer edge of Earth’s Solar System during the Fourth Great and Bountiful Human Empire, around the year 200,000. The Dalek Emperor’s resources were few, with only a handful of its personal guards having survived alongside it, but it was a master strategist, and knew that, in time, it could find a means to rebuild what had been lost.
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A handful of survivors flee the wreckage of Arcadia as a forlorn Time Lord looks on. Painting by Volsepheron Qiq, as related by General Voltrix.





Concealed in dark space, it took control of an orbital Earth station known as Satellite Five, responsible for broadcasting all of Earth’s news across the globe. The Dalek Emperor installed an alien puppet master known as the Jagrafess aboard the station, using it to psychically manipulate the human staff, and thus take control of the dissemination of all of humanity’s news.

Careful editing and manipulation of this news had a divisive effect on the population of Earth, inciting rising tides of disquiet and crime, and slowly the Empire began to turn upon itself. The Dalek Emperor’s plan was simple – to destabilise the Empire using the tools of its own creation, thus weakening the human race and preparing the Earth for invasion.

When the Doctor arrived on Satellite Five and became aware of the chaos reigning on Earth, he quickly became suspicious that the broadcasts being made from the station had a hand in the turmoil. He hacked into the satellite’s computer systems in search of further information, but in doing so, alerted the station’s ‘Editor’ to his presence. He was taken to the satellite’s 500th floor, where he learned that the Jagrafess was psychically puppeting the Editor into controlling a legion of dead people to twist and alter the news broadcasts to the detriment of mankind.

Seeing the threat posed by the Doctor, the Jagrafess attempted to kill him, but the Doctor encouraged one of the satellite’s junior staff members to alter the climate controls on the 500th floor, raising the temperature from the frigid conditions favoured by the Jagrafess to a warmer climate intolerable to the creature. It was destroyed, and the station’s staff were set free.

However, the Doctor could not have known that the Jagrafess was itself merely a puppet of the Daleks, and worse, what the impact of his actions would be upon the Earth.

With Satellite Five effectively decommissioned, no news broadcasts were issued at all, and the overburdened planet soon fell into economic and environmental collapse, with huge swathes of the population left starving. The Daleks were forced to alter their plans, and seized direct control of Satellite Five, rechristening it as the Game Station.

With little else to occupy their time, the remaining humans turned their attentions to televised entertainment, being beamed across the planet.

Contestants were randomly selected from the population on Earth and teleported aboard the Game Station to participate in an array of challenging games. The losers were supposedly disintegrated, but were, in truth, teleported aboard the Dalek control ship, where their bodies were harvested for genetic material that could be used to create new Daleks.
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The human space station, Satellite 5, here rechristened as the ‘Game Station’.



In this way, the Dalek Emperor slowly assembled a fleet of over two hundred Dalek saucers, operated by nearly half a million of these new, human-based Daleks.

All was not well with the new Daleks, however. In using so much human genetic material, the new Daleks had been imbued with a number of human traits, including emotions, but most importantly, a propensity for religion, not previously seen in the Daleks that had originally been derived from Kaled DNA.

The new Dalek race began to worship the Dalek Emperor as a god, and this played to the hubris of the Emperor. Over time it began to see itself in this way: as an all-powerful creator, deserving of the worship of its creed. To all intents and purposes, it had elevated itself to the role of Dalek God.

However, the Dalek principle of genetic purity remained of paramount importance to the race’s identity, and as such, the new human-derived Daleks learned to despise themselves, driven mad by their own impure flesh and blood. They were inherently unstable, led by an Emperor with a God complex.

It was around this time that the Doctor returned to the Game Station, triggering a further hastening in the Dalek Emperor’s plans.

The Doctor had found himself apparently randomly selected to participate in the games. This transpired to be a purposeful act of rebellion by the Game Station’s Controller, a human who had been wired into the Game Station’s mainframe as a child, and forced to serve the Daleks as a living computer, monitoring all aspects of the games for her Dalek masters. However, the Controller had learned of the Daleks’ fear of the Doctor, and had purposefully arranged for the Doctor to be teleported aboard the station, seeing in him the last hope of survival for the human race, as the Dalek fleet prepared to eradicate Earth.

After confronting the Dalek Emperor and learning of the horrors it had perpetrated on the humans it had captured – and the truth behind its new impure and unstable Dalek race – the Doctor returned to the Game Station to broadcast a Delta Wave. This would destroy the entire Dalek fleet, but would also obliterate all the inhabitants of Earth. As the Daleks opened fire on Earth, destroying whole continents, the Doctor found he could not activate the Delta Wave, unable to assume responsibility for another genocide – for the Doctor, at this time, still believed he had destroyed Gallifrey as he’d brought about the end of the Time War.

However, the Doctor’s companion, Rose, unable to stand by and watch the Earth and the Doctor destroyed by the Daleks, took matters into her own hands. She opened the TARDIS console and peered directly into the time vortex, absorbing unimaginable energy. This temporarily transformed her into a being with god-like power, which she used to eradicate all traces of the Dalek fleet, obliterating them from history, as if they had never existed.

The power was too much to be contained by a human form, however, and so the Doctor absorbed the power into himself, saving Rose, but bringing about his own regeneration.

This was not to be the last of the Daleks, however, for the Cult of Skaro had also escaped the final moments of the Time War in an experimental void ship, which had allowed them to survive in the space between universes.

They returned to the universe through a tear in the fabric of space-time, only to be defeated twice by the Doctor – initially in 2009, and then in 1930 – as he worked to prevent them from restarting the Dalek race and conquering the Earth.

Dalek Caan, the last surviving member of the Cult of Skaro, used an emergency temporal shift to hurl itself into the Time War, breaking the time lock, and, in the process, driving itself utterly insane. Its casing destroyed, close to death, it nevertheless managed to extract Davros from the jaws of the Nightmare Child, dragging him out of the Time War to a point in time where he could set about re-establishing the Dalek race.

Davros cloned a new Dalek fleet from his own genetic material and developed a doomsday weapon known as the Reality Bomb, with which he intended to destroy reality itself, leaving the Daleks as the only remaining life forms in existence.

Once again, the Doctor – with the help of Dalek Caan, who had foreseen the destruction of the Dalek race and worked secretly to ensure it – was able to defeat Davros and destroy the Dalek army, but not before a single ship had escaped.

This ship fled to Earth’s solar system in the 1940s, where the Daleks posed as ‘Ironsides’ – war machines created by British intelligence to combat the Luftwaffe – until such a time that the Doctor could be lured back to Earth. The Daleks needed their greatest enemy, as the Dalek Progenitor aboard their orbital craft had failed to recognise them as true Daleks because of their human DNA. With the Doctor’s testimony that they were in fact Daleks, the Progenitor activated, and initiated the creation of a new, pure, Dalek paradigm, which would eventually go on to rebuild Skaro and revive the other Dalek paradigms.

Finally, the Dalek race had been reborn, free from the horrors of the Time War, and as it spread out once more across the universe, it proved as utterly ruthless and fearsome as ever.
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Having fallen through time, the Dalek Emperor set about reconstructing the Dalek race from repurposed human DNA.





DALEK TECHNOLOGY

It has often been suggested that war is the mother of invention, and this adage is perhaps more true of the Daleks than any other known species, given their origins in the crucible of the Kaleds’ Thousand Year War against the Thals, and the fact that, as a race, they exist on a permanent war footing, always seeking new ways to conquer more worlds.

Over the millennia, this propensity for violence has led to the invention of many varied technologies, in the form of alternative travel machines, space-faring vessels, time travel devices and weapons. Additionally, the Daleks have been known to co-opt the technology of conquered civilisations, reworking it to suit their own needs and unusual form.

SPACE TRAVEL

[image: Image]
A rare vid-pict of a Dalek saucer from the Time War.



DALEK SAUCERS

Of all the machines developed by the Daleks, few are as iconic – and fear-inducing – as the Dalek Saucer. These disc-shaped space vessels were developed in the aftermath of the Daleks’ war against the Thals, the Daleks fuelled by the knowledge that there were other inhabited worlds out beyond the seven galaxies they had identified – worlds ripe for the conquering.

Entire fleets of Saucers were constructed, and the design proved so successful that it became a template that continued to see use throughout the entire history of the Daleks, even serving them through the horrors of the Time War, during which the Saucers numbered in the tens of millions.

Dalek Saucers come in a variety of sizes. A typical vessel can carry up to two thousand Daleks, with larger ‘command ships’ or ‘motherships’ carrying key personnel, such as Davros or the Dalek Emperor, along with their elite guards.

During the Time War the Saucers were also adapted to carry Dalek ‘fighter pods’ or ‘patrol ships’ – smaller vessels that could be deployed from orbit to a planet’s surface.

Dalek Saucers are equipped with an array of powerful weaponry, including particle beams, magnetising tractor beams and missile launchers – enough to completely destroy an unprotected planet with an orbital barrage.

HOVERBOUTS AND TRANSOLAR DISCS

Hoverbouts are a form of personal travel craft favoured by some Daleks, usually deployed by an occupying force to assist in the patrol of a conquered planet or its airspace. Sometimes called anti-gravitational discs, they take the form of small hovering discs surrounded by a rail, upon which a single Dalek can manoeuvre, travelling above ground at speed.

Space-faring versions of the Hoverbouts, known as Transolar Discs, can also be deployed in shallow orbit around a planetary body, and are typically used to monitor and intercept the approach of unwelcome vessels.
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A lone Dalek patrols the captured city of Verimuth on a hoverbout.
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Dalek fighter pods lay waste to the Time Lord city of Arcadia.





PATROL SHIPS

Dalek Patrol Ships or ‘fighter pods’ were developed during the Time War as a means of fast planetary deployment. They are typically carried aboard Dalek Saucers and deployed from orbit like drop ships, although they are as capable of operating in vacuum as they are in atmospheric conditions.

Each pod consists of a central control section flanked by two large, shielded panels on fixed arms. They are piloted by four Daleks and armed with a powerful laser turret.

TIME TRAVEL

TIME CORRIDORS

Time Corridors, or ‘time-space induction channels’ are a primitive form of time travel that involves opening a wormhole through the time vortex and anchoring the end at a fixed point and location in time, allowing safe passage from the origin point. They are relatively unstable and need a constant power supply to remain active. Nevertheless, Time Corridors were deployed regularly by the Daleks during their Civil War, and continued to see use right up to and including the Time War.

DALEK TIME MACHINES

Similar in many ways to the TARDISes of the Time Lords, and presumably modelled on captured Time Lord technology, Dalek Time Machines are dimensionally transcendental and effectively grant their Dalek pilots the same capabilities as a TARDIS, allowing them to easily navigate the time vortex and travel through space and time. They appear as large, nondescript boxes or cabinets, wide enough for a Dalek to easily pass through the entrance. They were initially exceedingly rare, being powered by a difficult-to-find mineral known as taranium, but the Daleks are known to have used different models on a number of occasions. It is presumed by historians that they were also deployed during the Time War.

THE VOID SHIP

Developed by the Cult of Skaro during the final days of the Time War, this experimental vessel was a large, copper-coloured sphere, capable of existing outside of the known universe in the dimension known as the ‘Void’. It was used as an escape pod by the Cult of Skaro, who jettisoned themselves from the Time War to avoid destruction, along with a prison ship containing millions of Daleks. It was destroyed during the Battle of Canary Wharf, following an unsuccessful Dalek invasion of London.

WEAPONRY

GUNSTICKS

The gunstick, or ‘Dalek gun’ has been a standard issue Dalek weapon since the development of the Mark III travel machine by Davros towards the end of the Thousand Year War.

It traditionally sits in the left socket of the Dalek’s travel machine, and has two settings: paralysis and extermination. The former is rarely required.

The gunstick is an energy weapon that has an effect similar to a lightning strike, although it is also known to ‘scramble’ the internal organs of its victims.

When struck by the discharge of one of the weapons, the victim is temporally rendered ‘negative’ and surrounded by a bright blue light, their skeletal frame revealed through their flesh and clothing like an x-ray.

Gunsticks can be removed and operated independently of a Dalek, and have occasionally been used as hand weapons by enemies of the Daleks, who have recovered them from the wreckage of destroyed travel machines.
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As close as one should wish to get to a Dalek gunstick and manipulator arm.





MANIPULATOR ARMS

The Dalek manipulator arm is a functional tool traditionally affixed to a socket on the right side of a Dalek’s travel machine. Typically terminating in a plunger on a telescopic arm, it can be used to manipulate controls, scan brainwaves or suffocate victims, with a suction force capable of rending metal.

Additionally, the Daleks have devised a number of variants of the manipulator arm, which are deployed in specific circumstances. These include flame throwers, syringes, blowtorches and cutting tools, as well as instrumentation such as seismic detectors used for tracking time machines outside of the time vortex, and electrode units – small dishes employed for transmitting electrical signals to remotely operate other Dalek hardware.

SPECIAL WEAPONS UNITS

Special Weapons Units are Daleks that have been housed in a modified travel machine, which – instead of the traditional gunstick and manipulator arm – have been equipped with a massive energy cannon, capable of vaporising their enemies with a single blast. The casing of the travel machine has also been reinforced to withstand even the blast of traditional Dalek energy weapons. They are deployed only on rare occasions due to their propensity for insanity, a result of the high radiation levels needed to power their extreme weapons.

TIME DESTRUCTOR

The Time Destructor was a device developed by the Daleks on Kembel, which they planned to deploy during their invasion of the Solar System during the year 4000. It was a small, silver cylinder with a switch, powered by a taranium core, which, when operated, would vastly accelerate or decelerate the flow of time within a contained area, with devastating effects upon those caught in its blast.

The Doctor destroyed the original device when he used it to reverse the flow of time and de-evolve a force of Daleks on Kembel, although some accounts suggest that the Daleks later built further Time Destructors, which they deployed during the Time War against their foes.
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Refugees rush to assist downed Time Lord fighter pilots on the colony world Thusk, following a vicious aerial battle in the upper atmosphere.



BEHIND THE SCENES



DALEKS IN OTHER MEDIA: AUDIO AND EXHIBITIONS
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All four chapters of Dalek War (2003) were written and directed by TV voice of the Daleks, Nicholas Briggs.



With a Big Finish …

Since the late 1990s, audio company Big Finish have held a licence to create new audio dramas based on Doctor Who, and during this time have pioneered all manner of new adventures, reprising the original cast from given eras of the show and working innovatively to insert these new stories into the rich tapestry of the Doctor’s history. From the very earliest days of the Doctor’s first flight from Gallifrey, to the cutting edge of the most recent TV episodes, these exciting adventures allow fans to delve even deeper into the mythology of the show, and hear the Doctor go up against new and returning villains from the full fifty-plus years of the show.

Of course, no Doctor Who audio range would be complete without appearances from the Doctor’s greatest foes – the Daleks – and as such, Big Finish have awarded them numerous outings, typically voiced by Nicholas Briggs, the man behind the Dalek voices on the show itself, ever since its return in 2005. Some of their most notable adventures are explored below.

Revisiting the Past

One of the most intriguing elements of the Big Finish Dalek range is the chance it awards us to explore some key moments or scenarios from the original television series to layer in more depth. This is true of much of the Big Finish range, but of particular note are The Mutant Phase and Masters of Earth, which are both set during the tumultuous ‘Dalek Invasion of Earth’, first seen on screen during the First Doctor serial of the same name. Likewise, Return of the Daleks revisits Spiridon to discover what happened to the Dalek army that the Doctor buried under a layer of molten ice in Planet of the Daleks. We Are the Daleks explains why a giant statue of a Dalek exists on Skaro in Asylum of the Daleks, and The Juggernauts brings back the Daleks’ enemy, the Mechanoids, from the early serial The Chase. There are many more such links to the original television stories in the extended audio range, and others – such as Jubilee – have even served as direct inspiration for the creation of further television adventures.

Dalek Empire

Perhaps Big Finish’s most ambitious sequence of Dalek stories, the four mini-series and associated adventures that comprise the Dalek Empire sequence span millennia. They detail humanity’s ongoing struggle to repel a series of terrifying Dalek invasions, the subsequent oppression that follows their galactic conquest, and the story of the human rebels who seek to unseat them and restore humanity’s freedom.

The series had its genesis in a sequence of four Doctor Who stories: The Genocide Machine, The Apocalypse Element, The Mutant Phase and The Time of the Daleks. The series soon left the Doctor behind, and the first two Dalek Empire mini-series explore the aftermath of the Daleks’ invasion of Mutter’s Spiral in the 42nd century. The third series leaps twenty-five centuries into the future, and details the massive war that follows a new Dalek Invasion of the galaxy in the 67th century, while the fourth series revisits the events of Mutter’s Spiral through the eyes of different characters. It’s a fascinating look at Daleks on a mass scale, and the horrors they are capable of when the Doctor isn’t there to stop them.

Dark Eyes

In 2012, Big Finish launched a brand new series of adventures for the Eighth Doctor, as played by Paul McGann. Dark Eyes saw the Doctor and his new companion, Molly – a nurse from the Great War – pursued through time and space by the Daleks, under the command of the Dalek Time Controller, an advanced Dalek from the far future with the ability to be able to perceive the flow of time itself. This Time Controller had been thwarted by the Doctor during previous adventures (beginning with Patient Zero), and now joined forces with a renegade Time Lord known as Kotris, intent on destroying the Time Lords completely. Of course, the Doctor is there to defeat them. In later series, the Doctor is forced to request the Time Controller’s help in defeating a greater enemy, known as the Eminence.
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The Daleks invade Gallifrey in Stephen Cole’s The Apocalypse Element (2000).



The Time War

Following Doctor Who’s 50th Anniversary special, The Day of the Doctor, in which veteran actor John Hurt was cast as the War Doctor, a previously unseen incarnation of the Doctor from between his Eighth and Ninth incarnations, Big Finish mounted an ambitious project to detail an ongoing account of the War Doctor’s battle against the Daleks during the Time War. John Hurt reprised his role in four mini-series, beginning with Only the Monstrous, which saw the Doctor engage in battle, espionage, politics and adventure, as he worked to defeat the machinations of the Daleks and prevent the entire universe from being subsumed by the war.
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Davros’s pre-Dalek past was explored in the I, Davros series; Corruption (2006) was written by Lance Parkin.



Single Story Releases

The Genocide Machine (2000); 7th Doctor

The Apocalypse Element (2000); 6th Doctor

The Mutant Phase (2000); 5th Doctor

The Time of the Daleks (2002); 8th Doctor

Jubilee (2003); 6th Doctor

Davros (2003); 6th Doctor

Death and the Daleks (2004); (Bernice Summerfield)

The Juggernaughts (2005); 6th Doctor

Terror Firma (2005); 8th Doctor

Return of the Daleks (2006); 7thDoctor

I, Davros: Innocence (2006); (Davros)

I, Davros: Purity (2006); (Davros)

I, Davros: Corruption (2006); (Davros)

I, Davros: Guilt (2006); (Davros)

Fear of the Daleks (2007); 2nd Doctor

Blood of the Daleks (Part 1) (2007); 8th Doctor

Blood of the Daleks (Part 2) (2007); 8th Doctor

Renaissance of the Daleks (2007); 5th Doctor

Brotherhood of the Daleks (2008); 6th Doctor

Masters of War (2008); ‘Unbound’ Doctor (alternate 3rd)

Enemy of the Daleks (2009); 7th Doctor

Patient Zero (2009); 6th Doctor

Plague of the Daleks (2009); 5th Doctor

The Four Doctors (2010); 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th Doctors

The Destroyers (2010); (Sara Kingdom) (adaptation of Terry Nation’s pilot script for American TV)

Lucie Miller (2011); 8th Doctor

To the Death (2011); 8th Doctor

The Elite (2011); 5th Doctor

The Five Companions (2011); 5th Doctor

The Curse of Davros (2012); 6th Doctor

The Davros Mission (2012); (Davros)

Energy of the Daleks (2012); 4th Doctor

The Dalek Contract (2013); 4th Doctor

The Final Phase (2013); 4th Doctor

Daleks Among Us (2013); 7th Doctor

Gallifrey VI: Extermination (2013); No Doctor

Gallifrey VI: Ascension (2013); No Doctor

New Adventures of Bernice Summerfield: The Lights of Skaro (2014); 7th Doctor

Masters of Earth (2014); 6th Doctor

We Are the Daleks (2015); 6th Doctor

The Churchill Years: Living History (2016); 11th Doctor

Order of the Daleks (2016); 6th Doctor

Alien Heart / Dalek Soul (2017); 5th Doctor

Across the Darkened City (2017); 1st Doctor

The Conquest of Far (2017); 3rd Doctor

The Time War (2017); 8th Doctor
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2012’s Energy of the Daleks pitched the Fourth Doctor and Leela against the Daleks for the first time on audio.
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Former Doctor Who companions Maureen O’Brien (Vicki) and Noel Clarke (Mickey) – whose TV adventures with the Daleks were broadcast 40 years apart – fought them together in 2007’s The Fearless.



Dalek Empire

Dalek Empire I

Invasion of the Daleks (2001); No Doctor

The Human Factor (2001); No Doctor

“Death to the Daleks!” (2001); No Doctor

Project Infinity (2001); No Doctor

Dalek Empire II

Dalek War – Chapter One (2003); No Doctor

Dalek War – Chapter Two (2003); No Doctor

Dalek War – Chapter Three (2003); No Doctor

Dalek War – Chapter Four (2003); No Doctor

Dalek Empire III

The Exterminators (2004); No Doctor

The Healers (2004); No Doctor

The Survivors (2004); No Doctor

The Demons (2004); No Doctor

The Warriors (2004); No Doctor

The Future (2004); No Doctor

Dalek Empire IV

The Fearless – Part 1 (2007); No Doctor

The Fearless – Part 2 (2007); No Doctor

The Fearless – Part 3 (2007); No Doctor

The Fearless – Part 4 (2007); No Doctor
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John Hurt’s War Doctor battled the Daleks in a number of audio adventures, beginning with 2015 miniseries Only the Monstrous.



Dark Eyes

Dark Eyes #1

The Great War (2012); 8th Doctor

Fugitives (2012); 8th Doctor

Tangled Web (2012); 8th Doctor

‘X’ and the Daleks (2012); 8th Doctor

Dark Eyes #2

The Traitor (2014); 8th Doctor

Eyes of the Master (2014); 8th Doctor

Dark Eyes #4

The Monster of Montmartre (2015); 8th Doctor

Master of the Daleks (2015); 8th Doctor

Eye of Darkness (2015); 8th Doctor

The War Doctor

Only the Monstrous

The Innocent (2015); War Doctor

The Thousand Worlds (2015); War Doctor

The Heart of the Battle (2015); War Doctor

Infernal Devices

Legion of the Lost (2016); War Doctor

A Thing of Guile (2016); War Doctor

The Neverwhen (2016); War Doctor
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The Daleks feature in the audio adaptation of the 1989 stage play, Doctor Who: The Ultimate Adventure, released almost 20 years later.



Agents of Chaos

The Shadow Vortex (2016); War Doctor

The Eternity Cage (2016); War Doctor

Eye of Harmony (2016); War Doctor

Casualties of War

Pretty Lies (2017); War Doctor

The Lady of Obsidian (2017); War Doctor

The Enigma Dimension (2017); War Doctor

The Time War (2017); 8th Doctor (prelude to the War Doctor mini-series)

The Stage Plays

The Ultimate Adventure (2008); 6th Doctor

Seven Keys to Doomsday (2008); Alternate 4th Doctor

The Curse of the Daleks (2008); No Doctor

Dalek Exhibitions

Following their screen debut in 1963, the Daleks soared in popularity, as children in school yards all over the country began exterminating one another, or borrowing their parents’ egg whisks to serve as makeshift gunsticks.

To capitalise on this success, and to give children the opportunity to get closer to their favourite villains, the BBC began loaning Dalek props to a series of fetes and shows around the London area. The first of these – marking the Daleks’ first public appearance – was the Daily Mail ‘Schoolboys’ and Girls’ Exhibition at Olympia in December 1964, during which two Dalek props were put on show, along with pre-recorded backing tracks used to terrify the unwary. They proved so popular that they were brought back for a second show in 1967, this time accompanied by a variety of other props and monsters from the show.

From December 1972–May 1973, the BBC put on an exhibition at the Science Museum, which featured an entrance that resembled a police box, and a mock up of the TARDIS control room, along with an array of props and costumes from the show. Planet of the Daleks was currently in production, however, and so the existing Dalek props still held by the Special Effects Department at the BBC were in use. With the Daleks remaining the most popular of the Doctor’s foes, however, it was decided that they must feature, and so the props department were put to work, creating two entirely new Dalek props for the display. Consequently, the exhibition proved so popular that the BBC went on to create a new Exhibitions Department, to better exploit their brands.

Having visited the display at the Science Museum, Lord Bath, owner of the Longleat Estate in Wiltshire – which was known nationwide as a visitor attraction, notable for its safari park – contacted the BBC to enquire about setting up a similar exhibition at the park. Agreement was reached, and a small display was arranged, again featuring an array of props from the show, and again necessitating the creation of two new Dalek props by the BBC’s Special Effects team. These new Daleks became a huge draw – the main feature of the exhibition – and the BBC subsequently went on to form two permanent Doctor Who exhibitions the following year: a much expanded offering at Longleat, and another in Blackpool, in the North of England.
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Carole Ann Ford, who played the Doctor’s granddaughter, Susan, joined the Daleks at the Schoolboys’ and Girls’ Exhibition at Olympia on 28 December 1964.



The Blackpool exhibition was constructed on the main promenade, and opened with much fanfare in March 1974, by then stars of the show, Jon Pertwee and Elizabeth Sladen. The entrance was an oversized TARDIS, and beyond this, a corridor which led to the control room display from the Science Museum, along with a number of other exhibits, including a ‘Dalek Cave’, with specially constructed Dalek props that moved back and forth on trolleys. The exhibition also featured a gold Dalek with a hidden voice track, which ‘spoke’ to visitors upon entry. It remained open until 1985.

The permanent Longleat exhibition had an even longer continuous life, and despite being smaller than the Blackpool exhibition, was regularly updated in keeping with new developments in the television show. Over the years, various props from the series would feature, including Davros in his guise as the Emperor Dalek from Remembrance of the Daleks, along with the Special Weapons Dalek from the same serial. The exhibition continued long after the show itself finished airing, finally closing in 2003, as part of a regeneration project by the Longleat Estate. One of its final events was an attempt to bring the largest number of Daleks together in one place. Some of the props were moved to Blackpool where they formed part of a revived exhibition there that opened in 2004. That incarnation finally closed on 8 November 2009.

Various other exhibitions included the Daleks prominently, including those at Madam Tussauds from 1980–1981, Space Adventure in Tooley Street, London, in the late 1980s, and the Museum of the Moving Image from 1991 to 1994. The Doctor Who Experience at Llangollen in North Wales, situated alongside toy manufacturer Dapol’s factory, ran successfully from 1994–2003 but closed when Dapol’s licence for Doctor Who products wasn’t renewed.

[image: Image]
Jon Pertwee appeared as the Doctor at the opening of the BBC Visual Effects exhibition at the Science Museum in London on 1 December 1972.



In 2011, an new exhibition, celebrating the success of the renewed television show, opened in London, at Earl’s Court. Also called ‘The Doctor Who Experience’, it featured a plethora of sets and props from the show’s history, predominantly focused on the ‘new era’ of Doctor Who (the revised show from 2005 onwards). It included an ‘interactive’ story component, in which video inserts of the Eleventh Doctor, as played by Matt Smith, would guide guests through a series of exhibits, including a TARDIS control room with moving floors, and an underground bunker filled with Daleks. These Daleks were on tracks, in much the same way as the original Blackpool exhibits had been, and moved during the video inserts, calling ‘exterminate!’ as scared patrons fled into the next exhibit.

The following year, The Doctor Who Experience was moved to a custom-built unit in Cardiff, where it was expanded and updated. Props were regularly updated to reflect developments in the show, and the video inserts were also filmed anew, to include the incumbent Twelfth Doctor, Peter Capaldi. The exhibition is due to close in 2017.
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IT WAS DANK in the mines; cold and wet and dark. But at least it offered some respite from the cutting winds and crystallic storms on the surface – gusts of needle-like shards that rained from the bruised sky to shred, tear and rend anything alive on the inhospitable rock of a planet below.

They’d crash-landed here just a few hours earlier, their ship tumbling through a temporal schism, flinging them halfway across the universe and depositing them on this unnamed backwater of a world, sometime during the dying days of the 64th century. One minute they’d been skirting the shoulder of the Epsilon Reach in their patrol ship, the next the enemy had rent a tear in the fabric of space-time, and they’d found themselves hurtling at close to light speed towards an uninhabited moon. Quick thinking from their commander had seen them slingshot around the moon and slide into a long, violent deceleration, which nevertheless ended with them slamming through the upper atmosphere of this rocky planet and crash-landing on the desert flats far below. The ship had been almost destroyed in the process, its hull buckled and misshapen, although initial investigations suggested the engines had remained largely intact. If the hull integrity could be repaired, there was, perhaps, still hope of escape. There was a war to be fought, after all, and the enemy were relentless.

They moved deeper into the mine, single file, mindful of the shadows.

They’d found the mining complex during the first major storm, seeking shelter after two of their number had been killed. It appeared to be an alien-made structure, a prefabricated base that clung, limpet-like, to the surface. At first it had appeared deserted – the naridium ore had mostly been stripped from the underground seams, and they’d entered the base uncontested, finding little evidence of habitation. The miners had clearly taken what they’d come for, and left.

They’d spread out, searching the base for any components they could use to repair their ship. The armoured plating of the structure itself would suffice to patch the hull, but the data feeds and navigation systems would also need replacing. Thankfully, the base’s computer systems – although primitive – appeared to be operational. The guts of the control terminals would provide much of what was required, and they had set about extracting the relevant parts.

That was when the first of the creatures had come, sliding out of the shadows, its energy weapon searing through the gloaming. Another of their party had been killed, and the creature had barked commands to its comrades, which converged on the control centre of the mining base, weapons spitting.

They’d been forced to flee, delving below the surface into the mines, where the walls glistened and the only source of light was a strange, luminous fungus that coated the rocky outcroppings above.

The creatures had come after them, following them into the subterranean tunnels, and now they were being hunted – these last few survivors of a crashed patrol –stalked through the darkness by monstrous things that wished only to see them dead. The creatures were merciless.

Ahead, the tunnel opened up into a wide cavern. The commander had stopped by the shore of a small underground lake, black and ominous in the low light. Now, it seemed, they faced a decision to delve deeper into the mine, or to loop around and head back to the surface, following a different route up into the base. Perhaps that way they’d be able to surprise the creatures, ambush them from behind.

The decision was made for them, however, when the surface of the water began to stir, and suddenly more of the creatures burst from the shimmering expanse, and the light of discharging weapons suddenly set the entire chamber aglow. They returned fire, blasting three of the creatures back into the water, but not before an energy beam took out the commander, who muttered his last, urgent command for the patrol to retreat and regroup.

They backed up the way they had come, aware that the creatures would be moving around in a pincer movement, trying to head them off. There was no escape. Nowhere left to go. And besides, the fabric of the base offered their only chance of salvation. There were only three of them left, now – but it only needed one of them to survive, to repair the ship and get off the rock, to make contact with any other survivors. Just as the commander had said: to retreat and regroup, so that they might live to fight another day.

A narrow aperture in the wall led to a small cavern they’d explored earlier, and they gathered here in wait, aware that it was only a matter of time before the creatures found them.

Soon enough, the scuff of movement from the passageway outside denoted the arrival of the creatures, gathering outside the entrance to the cave.

In the cavern they readied their weapons, and as the first of the creatures appeared in the entrance, they opened fire. The creature burned under the horrific onslaught, and the three survivors surged around the opening, barking commands as they fired again and again into the swarming mass of hostile creatures in the passageway beyond.

Within seconds, all that remained in the passageway was a single, quivering creature, down on its knees, holding its hands above its head in silent surrender.

‘What are you?’

The creature looked up at the remaining members of the patrol. ‘I … I … human,’ it stammered. ‘And you, you’re Daleks.’

‘Confirmed.’

‘But you shouldn’t exist. You’re dead. You all died.’

‘The Daleks shall survive. This base shall be stripped of its assets. Our ship will be repaired. We are the supreme beings in the universe. The Daleks shall conquer all known life forms.’

‘But … there’s only three of you,’ said the creature.

‘It shall suffice.’

The creature peered at them, wide-eyed in horror, as the Daleks turned their gunsticks in its direction. ‘No, please … don’t …’

‘Exterminate! Exterminate! Exterminate!’
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A NEW EMPIRE

The Last Great Time War had literally rewritten history. The universe that survived the conflict was not the same as the one that had first felt the winds of change. As for the Daleks, everything they had ever known was in flux. Their past had changed forever. The War had thrown up a bewildering jumble of alternate realities and superfluous time lines. No one could tell what had actually happened and what was now fantasy. This may explain the contradicting accounts of the Daleks’ genesis. Maybe, at one point in the conflict, when the Time Lords reached back to reconstruct the past, the Daleks had been created by a blue skinned scientist named Yarvelling rather than the crippled genius of Davros. Maybe new, even wilder, origin stories had sprung into existence only to be extinguished moments later.

With the War safely locked away from reality, even the events of the conflict itself seemed uncertain. When the New Dalek Paradigm emerged from the Progenitor they couldn’t be sure of their own memories, the Dalek pathweb full of conflicting data. Had the Daleks of the Time War really used a weapon from the Omega Arsenal to create Null Zones, areas of space where time travel was now impossible? Then there was the Dalek’s Time Strategist plan to use the Shadow Vortex to erase the Doctor from the causal nexus, or the Emperor’s attempt to create a new race of robomen by seeding the past with Continuity Bombs. Had they really thought such gambits would win them the War?

With no easy answers, the New Paradigm concentrated on the three facts of which they were certain; Gallifrey was gone, the Doctor was the last of the Time Lords, and the Dalek race had been born again.

They concluded that the Daleks had won the Time War. Yes, they had suffered losses. Yes, their greatest enemy was still at large, but the Daleks ruled supreme. There was no High Council to enforce the Laws of Time, no other race in existence that could match the Daleks’ mastery of time itself.

Of course, there were pretenders to the Dalek throne. The New Paradigm had heard rumours of a race known as the Unon, religious fanatics who had declared themselves the ‘champions of time’. It was even said that the Unon were using Dalek technology from the War to power their crusade, including the fabled Entropy Engine. Should the Daleks be concerned? No, let the Doctor deal with such upstarts. While he was busy with the Unon, the Daleks would be free to pursue their destiny. The universe would be theirs.

In fact, the universe was no longer enough. The War had shown the Daleks that time was just another battlefield. History was no longer a linear path, with a beginning, middle and end. The Daleks could reach into time and reinvent themselves as necessary. Defeats would become victories, setbacks opportunities.

If chronicling the Daleks’ existence before the War was difficult, the Daleks’ increased reliance on altering the flow of history, both past and future, makes it nigh on impossible. We know that following their creation during Humanities’ Second World War, the New Paradigm returned to the future to re-establish the Dalek empire, installing themselves in a new Supreme Council. The Drone Dalek would command the Dalek armies, the Scientist charged with creating a new arsenal of world-shattering weapons. The Strategist Dalek went to work immediately, generating complex stratagems for conquest and expansion, while the Supreme took its place as head of the Council, its larger-than-normal brain pulsating with intelligence beneath gleaming white armour.

The role of the Eternal Dalek remained a mystery to everyone outside the inner circle. Even today its true function is largely unknown. Some believe that the Eternal was concerned with matters of survival, while others have theorised that the mutant within its casing was kept permanently out of phase with the flow of time so it could see every conceivable future at once, a Dalek augur linked directly to the Vortex. We may never know the truth, especially as the Eternal barely spoke, communicating telepathically with its brethren via the pathweb, the Daleks’ shared consciousness. Many have noted, however, that its distinct yellow and black colouring is repeated throughout nature as a warning of extreme danger.

Whereas the Dalek Empires of the past grew over millennia, the new Dalek order was forged within a matter of days. The New Paradigm utilised the weapon-generators of Goth to produce millions of Drone Daleks, the new foot soldiers of the Empire, resplendent in their red armour. A fleet of advanced saucer ships were launched and a series of space fortresses built along the borders of Draconian, Sontaran and Morok space.
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Originally peaceful explorers, the Unon of Zentauron were decimated by the Time War. They used weapons salvaged from the conflict to forge themselves as warriors.





PUPPET MASTERS

At the behest of the Strategist, the Scientist Dalek revisited the roboman programme. Using a time-space visualiser, they looked into the past to study the limitation of the former process. The Strategist saw an opportunity to combine the robomen’s compliance with the infiltration capabilities of Dalek duplicates. The New Paradigm’s improved robomen would share none of their predecessor’s sluggish movements and unnatural speech patterns. Instead, they would be able to pass as a human, largely because they would be unaware of their true nature.

Subjects would be infected with nanogenes, a swarm of microscopic robots. The nanogenes would create Dalek implants within the host’s body, while simultaneously rewriting their neural network. Emotions were repressed, the individual’s sense of volition kept firmly in check.

When the time was right, the Daleks would activate their puppets from afar. A miniature eyestalk would burst from the sleeper agent’s forehead, a fully operational gunstick from their palm. In the blink of an eye, their personality was suppressed, replaced by complete loyalty to the Dalek cause. They would have no memory of who or what they had been before conversion, although the memories could be temporarily restored if the Daleks withdrew control.

Some installations, such as the Dalek Asylum, were permanently smothered in an invisible nanocloud. Anyone who stumbled into the cloud by accident would unwittingly become a Dalek puppet. Humans were not the only species susceptible to the process. Other races could be just as easily converted: Sontarans, Judoon, even the Silence.

Not even death would protect you. The nanogenes worked just as well on necrotic flesh, although the resulting puppets resembled shuffling revenants. Only Time Lords were immune, the nanogenes incapable of rewriting the Gallifreyans’ complex genetic code.

KALAANN REBORN

Their Empire in place, the Daleks required a new seat of power, and the New Paradigm looked once more to the past.

The Eye of Time was a Gallifreyan weapon of immense power. At its heart was the core of Event One, the Big Bang that gave birth to the Universe. It was said that Rassilon himself had reached into the life-giving explosion and extracted the core, stabilising its creative potential. Lost in the Fall of Arcadia, the Eye was recovered by the New Paradigm. They used the Eye to rebuild Skaro, concentrating their efforts on the capital city of Kalaann. Their metropolis raised from its ashes, the Supreme Council crowned a new Emperor, clad in the blue and grey livery of a Strategist Dalek, and began an assault on time itself.

They first attacked Sol-Three, conquering Earth on 20 June 1963. The combined force of the world’s armies was defeated within twenty-four hours. This time, the Daleks didn’t bother with robomen or collaborators. The remaining population was rounded up and exterminated on sight. Only one human survived, a young woman by the name of Sylvia, who was finally executed while setting a trap in the London Underground. The New Paradigm’s plan had worked. The future history of the human race had been wiped clean.

Thankfully, the Daleks’ alterations to the time line were soon corrected. The Doctor and his companion Amy Pond travelled to see how Kalaann had been before the Daleks used the Eye. The once proud heart of the Dalek Empire was nothing more than a crumbling ruin mouldering beneath a storm-laden sky. Acid rain lashed broken spires, the walls of the Dalekanium citadels boiling away. Fires raged unchecked in the streets, the blighted skyline dominated by a giant Metalert effigy of a Dalek, over 400 metres tall. This was the price Skaro had paid for attempting to conquer time.

With Amy fading in and out of existence, the Doctor made for what would become the Emperor’s throne room. Before they could alter history, creating the time line that would lead to the premature extinction of the human race, the Doctor freed the Eye from its cradle, sending it back to the Big Bang. History was restored, the human race safe once more. Kalaann remained a ruin and the new Emperor was never created.

Undeterred, the New Paradigm continued to tamper with established chronology. Acquiring a fragment of a celestial device known only as the Eternity Clock, the Daleks travelled back to 2106, locking London in a time bubble. They planned to expand the temporal field to swallow the entire planet, cutting it off from history. Once perfected, the Eternity Clock trap would allow the Daleks to freeze any planet that had ever existed, presumably even pre-War Gallifrey. Once again, the Doctor came to the rescue, this time assisted by noted archaeologist, Dr River Song. Together, they reversed the polarity of the Dalek Matrix, deactivating the time lock and recovering the Eternity Clock.

The Doctor continued to frustrate the New Paradigm’s plan for universal dominance. No wonder they threw their lot in with the Alliance of Enemies, trapping the troublesome Time Lord in the Pandorica. Even then he escaped, going on to confound both the Supreme Council’s attempt to influence Earth’s First World War in their favour, and the development of the ‘Dalek Foundation’.

On the surface, the New Paradigm founded this lofty organisation to create the ‘Sunlight Worlds’, 400 new worlds custom-designed to house the billions of humans displaced by the worst galactic recession in living history. The philanthropic enterprise earned the Daleks a status they had never enjoyed before. They were heroes!

Of course, the Doctor knew better and, as he had done on Vulcan, set out to prove the folly of trusting Daleks. He revealed that the New Paradigm planned to use a worldshaper known as the Cradle of the Gods to transform the Sunlight Worlds into perfect replicas of Skaro. Inspiring a Dalek puppet to overturn her conditioning and fight the Daleks, the Doctor forced the Cradle to self-destruct.

The New Paradigm had been the Daleks’ bright hope for the future, but their obsession with the past and reliance of the super-weapons of yesteryear was becoming an embarrassment.
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The New Paradigm plundered the past for the means to rebuild their new Dalek Empire, harnessing the heart of the Big Bang itself, known to the Time Lords as the Eye of Time.
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The Daleks hoped to uncover the secrets of their ancient enemy when they invaded the Cloisters beneath the Gallifreyan Capitol. They found only eternal torment.






The Cloister Wars

Long before the Last Great Time War, the Daleks first attempted to steal the secrets of Gallifrey.

The Cloisters lay beneath the Capitol of the Time Lords, a twisting labyrinth of high walls and crumbling tunnels. Few Time Lords ventured into its depths. It was said that if you entered the Cloisters alone, you would never return.

While the Cloisters resembled an ancient crypt, their stone walls were part of an ancient database, the legendary Matrix of Time. When Time Lords died, their minds were uploaded to the Matrix, their knowledge and experiences saved for posterity. A living computer, the Matrix protected Gallifrey, predicting its future and even defending the present by ringing the Cloister Bells at the first sign of impeding doom. It was guarded by Cloister Wraiths, known commonly as Sliders. These wailing phantoms were projected from within the Matrix itself, the minds of long dead Time Lords. The ultimate firewall.

The knowledge stored within Matrix dated back to before Event One. Until Sontar’s failed attempt to invade the Time Lord home world, its very existence was a closely guarded secret. So began the Cloister Wars. It is said the Daleks were the first to attack, a scouting party infiltrating the Matrix to obtain prophecies concerning the future of Skaro. Like the other races who dared enter the labyrinth – Cybermen, Weeping Angels and Krillitane – the Dalek squad was lost in quite literal mists of time. It is said that they are still there to this very day, wired into the Matrix itself, begging to be exterminated.

Only one man has ever entered the Cloisters and returned unharmed, albeit four days later and on the opposite side of the Capitol. This student of the Time Lord Academy would go on to steal a TARDIS, lose the moon and travel to Skaro. His name was the Doctor.



THE PARLIAMENT OF THE DALEKS

Perhaps as a reaction to the New Paradigm’s repeated failures, the Dalek Empire reinvented itself once again. For the first time in its history, Skaro was governed not by a dictator or supreme council, but by a Parliament.

The Parliament spurned Skaro, basing itself instead on a giant saucer christened the ‘Nacrana Va Hateen’, roughly translated as ‘The Highest Authority’. This meant the Parliament could travel as it saw fit, rather than limiting itself to one place or time. The Dalek Prime Minister presided over the assembly, which consisted of over a thousand Dalek governors. This genetically boosted mutant sat free of its casing, housed within a cylindrical cabinet of transparent finitoglass.

The Parliament’s deliberations were highly classified, its sessions barely even recorded on the Dalek pathweb. However, as with administrations the galaxy over, there were leaks, both deliberate and accidental.

It is believed that it was the Dalek Parliament that placed the Master under trial, the Prime Minister itself listing their former ally’s crimes. Keen to distance itself from the New Paradigm’s many failures, the Prime Minister also ordered that the Red Drones of the Dalek Imperial Army be replaced by the standard bronze units of the Time War, the iteration most likely to provoke fear across the cosmos. The larger Red and Grey models became an officer class, albeit one kept safely away from the front line. Other members of the New Paradigm served in the Parliament, although their influence was diminished, the Supreme Dalek maintaining only a token presence.

The Prime Minister’s eventual fall from grace began with its decision to employ the services of the Doctor to rid the Empire of its infamous Asylum world. The Asylum was destroyed, but not before the Doctor’s identity was wiped from the Dalek pathweb. Suddenly, the Daleks had no knowledge of the Doctor’s existence. This gap in their collective memory was both a blessing and a curse. The Daleks could now press forward, no longer afraid of the being they considered their ‘predator’. Never-the-less, his abrupt disappearance from their shared consciousness brought with it confusion and doubt. How had so many Dalek plans been foiled across the centuries? Who had liberated Earth in the 22nd century? Who had foiled the assassination of the Time Lord High Council? Who had detonated the Moment, destroying both Gallifrey and the Dalek fleet? Who was the Doctor? Doctor Who?

The Dalek Parliament wasted centuries debating their lost memories. Consequently, the Empire froze, looking in on itself rather than facing a universe that was suddenly dangerous and uncertain. Somewhere out there was an adversary they had once known and yet could no longer remember. The mystery of their forgotten enemy drove the Dalek Prime Minister insane.
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Predator of the Daleks (artist unknown) portrays the Doctor and his companions being presented to the Dalek Prime Minister on board the Nacrana Va Hateen.




The names of the Doctor

Over the centuries, the Daleks developed many names for their greatest enemy. According to the ancient legends of Skaro, the Doctor was known as ‘The Oncoming Storm’, a title first bestowed on him by the noble Draconians and pronounced ‘Karshtakavaar’ in the Draconian language.

The Daleks also knew the Doctor as the ‘Ka Faraq Gatri’, translated into Earth Standard as ‘the Destroyer of Worlds’, as well as ‘the Predator of the Daleks’, a title first attributed to the Time Lord’s warrior incarnation.

Other names given to the Doctor during the Time War included: Dalek Killer, Great Scourge, Living Death, Executioner and the ‘Racana Ve Natra’ – the ‘Final Judgement’.



THE SIEGE OF TRENZALORE

As the Prime Minister descended into madness, a curious signal was heard vibrating across space and time. Anyone who heard it suffered an inexplicable sense of dread, a thrill of pure unadulterated fear. To the Daleks, it was a siren’s call.

The Scientist Dalek analysed the repeated message, which refused to be translated into any language, Dalek or otherwise. A fleet of saucers was dispatched to investigate, only to find that the other great powers of the galaxy were converging on the seemingly insignificant world of Trenzalore. The space above the planet was teeming with starships: Cybermen, Ice Warriors, Krynoids, Sontarans, Judoon, Terileptils, Silurians, Slitheen, even the humans’ Church of the Papal Mainframe.

And yet the Eternal Dalek knew that the planet was anything but insignificant. It recalled an ancient prophecy that read: ‘On the fields of Trenzalore, at the fall of the Eleventh, when no living creature may speak falsely or fail to give answer, a question will be asked. A question that must never, ever be answered.’ Was this the true nature of the message? Was the signal the unanswerable question?

The signal was traced to a small town called Christmas, a simple farming community located in the north hemisphere. To protect the human population, the head of the Papal Mainframe – Mother Superious Tasha Lem – shrouded Trenzalore in an impenetrable force field. The galactic superpowers fell into orbit, each capable of punching through the Church’s shield, but too scared to go first.

As they waited, Tasha Lem invited the Doctor and his companion Clara Oswald to investigate the planet’s surface. The Doctor discovered that Christmas was surrounded by a truth field, making it impossible for anyone to speak a lie within the town’s boundaries. The source of the signal was a crack in time, and with help of Cyber-technology and a presidential seal he had once stolen from the Master, the Doctor translated the message.

Every orbiting race heard the words in their own language – ‘Doctor Who? Doctor Who? Doctor Who?’

It was the same question that had plagued the Daleks ever since the destruction of the Asylum. Who was the Doctor?

But the Supreme Dalek recognised the voice behind the strange inquiry. It was a Time Lord! Somehow Gallifrey had survived the Time War and was locked in another reality, separated from the universe. Speaking through the crack, the Time Lords were demanding an answer that only the Doctor could give, his true name. Once given, they would know they had found their way home. Gallifrey would return, and with it, bloodshed.
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It is said that 238,000 ships took part in the 900-year-long Siege of Trenzalore, including Cybermen, Ice Warriors, Raxacoricofallapatorians, and, of course, the Daleks.





Tasha Lem knew that the gathered fleets would not let the Time Lords return without a fight, the Daleks especially. The Time War would begin anew, and this time the Universe would not survive. To protect the peace, she forbade the Doctor from giving his name.

But it was already too late. Despite the best efforts of the Papal Mainframe, the enemies of Gallifrey laid siege to the planet, the Doctor protecting Trenzalore – and his people – at every turn. After 300 years, the Daleks called for reinforcements, attacking the Papal Mainframe itself. Tasha Lem was killed in her private chapel, screaming the Doctor’s name. The Daleks infected her corpse with a new breed of nanogenes, resurrecting her as a puppet slave. They harvested her memories, finally remembering the Doctor and what he meant to them. The information was transmitted to the Dalek Parliament and it is said that the Prime Minister dashed itself repeatedly against its glass case as its memories of the Doctor flooded back. Declaring the Prime Minister unfit for service, the Supreme Dalek exterminated the mutant and resumed control.

Back on Trenzalore, the Doctor was tricked into leaving the planet for an audience with the reanimated Mother Superious. Before she had died, Tasha Lem had strengthened the force field surrounding the planet and not even the nanogenes could force her to drop the shield. But now the Doctor was at the Daleks’ mercy. Gallifrey would remain lost and the Daleks would rule supreme.

Yet Tasha Lem was no willing slave. Breaking her conditioning, the Mother Superious sent the Doctor back beneath the shield and declared war on all who would attack Trenzalore. The Daleks had lost their advantage, but not the battle. They knew that the force field wouldn’t last forever. It would decay over time. All they had to do was wait.

THE DEATH OF THE DOCTOR

The siege continued for another five centuries. The other races fell by the wayside, but the Daleks kept going, carpet-bombing the planet. Eventually, the shield failed. The Doctor was now an impossibly old man, at the end of his regenerative cycle.

The Supreme Dalek ordered ‘The Highest Authority’ to be taken to Trenzalore. The saucer descended into the planet’s atmosphere, looming above the town called Christmas. Its voice booming over the frozen landscape, the Supreme Dalek demanded that the Doctor reveal himself. Leaning heavily on a stick, the Time Lord climbed to the top of the tallest tower to face his ancient enemies. The Supreme Dalek looked down at the frail, pathetic figure and could taste victory. The siege had taken its toll. The Doctor was a shadow of the man he had been. His joints were stiff, his back hunched, his once sharp brain as tired as his body. The Daleks’ scans even showed that although he hid his disability from the colonists he sought to protect, the Doctor had lost a leg in a previous skirmish, replacing it with a crude wooden prosthetic. The Doctor was broken, and this time, couldn’t be mended. After all, the Daleks knew the rules of Regeneration. The accursed Time Lord had squandered all twelve of his lives. He would not cheat death this time. Satisfied that the Doctor was powerless, the Supreme Dalek prepared to carry out the order that Davros had given thousands of years before: the Doctor was to be exterminated.

But before the killing blow could be made, a breach in the fabric of time and space appeared in the sky above Trenzalore. Golden energy flowed towards the Doctor, bathing him in light. It was the Time Lords, granting the Doctor his reward for saving Gallifrey.

The Daleks screamed in terror as the Doctor’s life began anew. Regenerative energy burst from his limbs, shooting high into the night sky. It burned through ‘The Highest Authority’, reducing the Parliament of the Daleks to atoms. The wave swept out from Trenzalore, obliterating every Dalek ship in orbit.

The age of the Daleks was finally at an end.

Or was it?



[image: Image]
The Saucer housing the Parliament of the Daleks hangs over the town of Christmas as the Supreme Dalek demands the final surrender of the Oncoming Storm.





THE FINAL END

Long ago, the second incarnation of the Doctor had stood above the ruins of the Kalaann and watched his humanised Daleks turn on their Emperor. As written in the Church of the Evergreen Man’s Gospel of the Mad Fool, ‘The Doctor saw his work and thought it good. He had brought about the end of the Daleks. The Final End. He and his companions stepped into his TARDIS and flew away from the dead world of Skaro. Trapped inside its casing, unable to speak or kill; the Emperor of the Daleks watched him go.’

Yet, as the Doctor would discover to his cost, the Daleks would endure. The city of Kalaann would rise and fall, Skaro itself burning only to be reborn time and time again.

As the ash of the Dalek fleet fell upon Trenzalore, would this be any different? The natural order of the Universe had shifted. The Doctor had been given a new lease of life in every sense of the word. He was in uncharted territory. No one knew how many times he could now regenerate. Barring accidents, could he not live forever?

If the Doctor could survive, then so could the Daleks.

The Time Lords had once foreseen a time when the Daleks destroyed all other life, becoming the dominant creatures in the Universe. The Doctor had thought such a prediction was plausible, and had seen light in that darkness.
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The Dalek Emperor rots in his own destroyed casing on Skaro. It would however survive to wreak havoc on the universe.
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The Doctor’s TARDIS in orbit of the Daleks’ home planet. Two ancient enemies, their destinies forever intertwined.





He knew that the Daleks, for all their evil, would provide a common foe, uniting the warring races of the universe. Alliances would be formed, peace treaties signed. Where there were Daleks, there was war, but there was also hope that right would triumph over might, and courage overcome fear.

The Doctor knew, as we know today, that the universe needs the Daleks in the same way that light needs darkness and joy needs grief.

Because when we look at a Dalek, we see what we need to be human, what it is to show bravery in the face of despair, love in the face of hatred, defiance in the face of tyranny. That is the human factor. It is also why – no matter how many times the universe trembles to the sound of their battlecry – the Daleks will never win.

BEHIND THE SCENES



THE DALEK INVASION OF POP CULTURE

While the Daleks may have struggled to take over the universe, they have successfully conquered popular culture, becoming one of the most instantly recognisable icons of the 20th century and beyond.

It wasn’t long after their debut that the Daleks first found themselves affectionately lampooned. A short sketch entitled Doctor Shmoo opened ITV’s Big Night Out variety show on 7 April 1964.

Bernie Matthews starred as the titular time traveller mistaking two squabbling Daleks for comedy duo Morecambe and Wise, before getting squirted in the face by a Dalek water cannon. High-brow stuff indeed.

Parodies continued into the 1970s, never more surreal than an episode of Dave Allen at Large which cast the Irish comedian as a Catholic priest intimidated by a mobile baptismal font. The bothersome ecclesiastical basin booms ‘Exterminate’ before chasing Allen around his church, only for the menaced minister to escape annihilation by means of a TARDIS disguised as a pulpit.
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Don McLean and Peter Glaze confront the bottom-bumping Dalek Doreen in Hallo, My Dalek.



A more conventional Dalek appeared on BBC children’s gameshow Crackerjack! in March 1975. Hallo My Dalek was an extended sketch that featured Doreen, a housetrained Dalek with an eyestalk permanently pointing heavenwards. Doreen was mischievous rather than malevolent, content to poke Doctor Why’s posterior rather than exterminate him on sight.

At Home with a Dalek

Spike Milligan presented a slice of Dalek domestic life in a 1975 episode of his popular sketch show, Q6. Sporting a highly dubious accent, Milligan’s Dalek returns home after a hard day’s exterminating only to smash up the living room while his long-suffering wife tries to lay the table for dinner. The couple even have a son in the form of a diminutive Black Dalek by the name of Jonny, who finishes his homework by destroying it completely. Very much a product of its time, the skit contains racial stereotypes that make it an uncomfortable watch today.

Less contentious is 1976’s Doctor Emu and the Deadly Dustbins, starring puppeteer Rod Hull and his permanently aggressive avian companion, Emu. The Emu’s Broadcasting Company sketch saw Rod and his puppet battling sentient dustbins. Instead of exterminating their victims, the Deadly Dustbins swallowed unsuspecting earthlings whole, announcing their presence with cries of ‘Rubbish!’ and ‘Dispose!’

[image: Image]
The tin-foil vortex backing the opening titles for Rod Hull’s Doctor Emu.



The skit was so popular that the Deadly Dustbins returned the following year only to end up unceremoniously dumped in a canal. Comparisons to trashcans and other household objects endured for decades. Doctor Eyes, a 1979 segment of ITV’s End of Part One, saw Fred Harris’s googly-eyed Fourth Doctor exterminated by a weaponised waste-bin, while in 1980 The Two Ronnies faced the Duluks, giant paint pots complete with Dalek eyestalks and a war-cry of ‘Dec-o-rate! Dec-o-rate!’

[image: Image]
A Dalek-esque Deadly Dustbin attacks its unsuspecting victim.
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From pepper pots to paint-pots! Ronnie Barker wages star wars against the Duluks.



The Wilderness Years

The Daleks continued to make their presence felt in comedy shows even during Doctor Who’s sixteen-year hiatus. In Australia, a 1992 episode of ABC’s The Late Show featured clumsy Daleks exterminating another Tom Baker-a-like. The same episode saw a recreation of Wuthering Heights with Heathcliff and Cathy played by lovesick Daleks, and Singin’ in the Rain, complete with an umbrella-twirling pepperpot performing Gene Kelly’s famous song.

Back in the UK, the Daleks returned to BBC One as part of the 1999 star-studded Comic Relief Doctor Who special, The Curse of Fatal Death, written by future showrunner Steven Moffat, which saw the Daleks facing a succession of Doctors played by Rowan Atkinson, Richard E. Grant, Jim Broadbent, Hugh Grant and Joanna Lumley.

Meanwhile, on Children’s BBC, the old Daleks-as-dustbins joke was recycled yet again for an episode of Hububb entitled Dr Woo & the Kelads (2001). Now it was modern-day wheelie bins that were trying to devour the human race. Where’s Dr Emu when you need him?

The return of Doctor Who in 2005 cemented the Daleks’ place in the psyche of a new generation of fans. On New Year’s Day 2007, Dawn French’s ever-popular Vicar of Dibley even got hitched with bridesmaids dressed head-to-toe as the now-familiar bronze Daleks. Meanwhile, the Daleks were making a splash across the Atlantic, as shown in a 2011 episode of cult anarchic animated series South Park. Funnybot sees a Dalek-inspired robot attempt to exterminate all life on Earth as a punchline to a joke! And you thought Daleks didn’t have a sense of humour.

Promotion of the Daleks

Away from sketches and comedy skits, the Daleks had also appeared in a 2001 television advert for Kit Kat chocolate bars, apparently taking a break from galactic conquest to trundle around a shopping mall demanding cuddles from strangers.

Unfortunately, the advertising executives had wrongly assumed that the Daleks were in the public domain. The advert was swiftly re-edited to remove the Dalek love-in.

A Dalek also popped up in a 2005 advert for Australia and New Zealand Banking Group, manning a call centre alongside robots from such science fiction classics as Lost in Space and Forbidden Planet. Again, permission hadn’t been sought and so the rogue Dalek found itself on the cutting room floor.

Of course, these doomed promotions weren’t the Daleks’ first venture into the world of advertising. Way back in 1967, a squad of Daleks had captured the Doctor in an advert for Sky Ray Space Raiders, rocket-shaped ice lollies which came with collectable series of story cards.

[image: Image]
One of six Dalek stand-up cards from the first Weetabix Doctor Who promotion in 1975.



Then, in 1977, the Supreme Dalek urged its brethren to keep their eyestalks peeled for special Doctor Who-themed packs of Weetabix breakfast cereal featuring action games, stand-up figures and secret messages from the Time Lords. Any suspect cereal packets were to be exterminated. Perhaps this was the true beginning of the Time War!

Sing-a-long-a-Skaro

Of course, appearing in an advert is only one way of proving that you’ve become a genuine icon. There are novelty records – squeaky voiced Daleks having appeared in The Go-Go’s ‘I Want to Spend My Christmas with a Dalek’ (1964) and the Timelords’ 1988 number one hit, ‘Doctorin’ the TARDIS’. In recent years the Daleks have moved in loftier musical circles, their appearances becoming a staple of the BBC Proms.

Then there are subtle cameos in other shows, from a row of fluffy pink Daleks in a 1992 episode of Rugrats, to Mr Bean livening up a nativity scene with Dalek toys in Merry Christmas Mr Bean (1992).

On the big screen, we’ve seen the 1960s movie Daleks fight Bugs Bunny and co in Looney Tunes Back in Action (2003) while the Caped Crusader had trouble with some very familiar British robots in 2017’s The LEGO Batman Movie. To be honest, Batman does have Dalek form. As we discover in DC Comics’ JLA Classified (2004), the Dark Knight of Gotham City keeps a Dalek in the Bat Cave’s Sci-Fi closet!

And that’s not the Daleks’ only comic crossover. Daleks have made cameos in Alan Moore and Kevin O’Neill’s A League of Extraordinary Gentlemen, while in 1989, Doctor Who Magazine comic artist Lee Sullivan snuck a Decepticon called Octus into an issue of Transformers. Apparently, the robot in disguise transformed into a Mark III Travel Machine, although for copyright issues we never actually saw the metamorphosis occur!

[image: Image]
Daleks help Katie Derham advertise the 2013 BBC Proms.



But perhaps the ultimate sign that the Daleks had become a pop culture phenomenon came when their name was included in the Oxford English Dictionary. The current definition reads: Dalek. Noun. A member of a race of hostile alien machine-organisms which appeared in the BBC television science fiction series “Doctor Who” from 1963. Pronunciation: /da:lεk/

So, the next time Dalek saucers appear in the skies above Earth, at least you’ll be able to pronounce their name correctly as they turn you into a roboman …



[image: WAR & PEACE BY ERIC SAWARD]

ON THE PLANET Cerberus in the star system Voderlon Nine was the largest dome ever constructed. Such was its enormous size, it not only had its own weather systems but also snow-capped mountains and even an active volcano. Covering one half of the planet’s surface, the edifice was not only admired for its architectural beauty but also for the highly evolved mathematical systems that made the structure possible. Known as the Shell of Hercules it was used for all notable occasions.

Today was no exception. Inside the dome were delegates from every empire, dynasty and peripatetic tribal group from the Fifth Quadrant. Even robot mutations were represented, including many whose existence had been solely designed for total war. Standing separately from the main group of their party, Seg and Gelt were enjoying the last purple rays of the setting sun and munching totally delectable Vodel Bars. These were junior members of a delegation of New Daleks. The death mantra of the Old Daleks ‘EXTERMINATE! EXTERMINATE!’ was still emblazoned in the memories of those who had fought them. Therefore their presence at a summit to sign the ultimate in all peace treaties was uncomfortable to the other attendees who regarded them as the evillest creatures ever created.

Of course these were not the Daleks designed by Davros, but the refined, highly intellectual version engineered by Gonzo Orcini, a brilliant mathematician and renowned pacifist. At a glance the Orcini New Dalek looked much the same as before, but now there was far less armour and the infrastructure lacked a weapon system. Another major modification was that each Dalek was equipped with a massively powerful computer capable of reasoning and bringing an empathetic point of view to any situation. Gone was the conditioned response to kill and destroy. Once all the modifications were in place, the final details were added. New Daleks now had personal names and a mixture of new style voices – now much softer, less threatening and often more conciliatory.

The greatest warrior of the Universe was about to become a peacemaker.

Gelt, a Third Class Dalek Leader, was looking forward to the signing and ensuing festivities. He hoped to meet other delegates and forge some new friendships. However, he was uncertain how Seg felt about things as he had spent most of his time on Cerberus completely drunk on Vosnik.

This condition was not uncommon with Seg and hardly fitting behaviour for a First Class Dalek Leader. Since his reconditioning, he had slowly reverted to how the Old Daleks of Davros’s day had performed. Somewhere along the line a massive mistake had been made. He was now aggressive, arrogant and seemed to hate anything that was vaguely artistic, insightful or emotionally demanding. The effects of the alcohol only exacerbated the degeneration of his mind.

Suddenly Gelt burped. He had eaten too many Vodal Bars. ‘This will be our finest hour,’ he said cheerfully.

Seg grunted – he wasn’t convinced. ‘No, our glorious past has been betrayed. All that we achieved – the Great Wars, the Intergalactic Confrontations, the days of Davros and his humane work on Necros and, crucially, the creation of massive concentration camps across the firmament for those who did not recognise the Dalek vision.’

‘We have changed!’ blustered Gelt. ‘This is no longer how we conduct ourselves.’

‘What about the Acteon Incident?’ Seg was now angry.

‘Eighty thousand Daleks against twenty-five Cistern Warriors – and we lost!’ lamented Gelt.

‘Those were certainly illustrious times!’

‘Fake news. Fake news. We lost only a few Dalek fighters.’

‘You delude yourself. The war lasted three years.’

It was strange to hear modern Daleks speaking to each other. Gone was the tinny sound of the voice synthesiser. Replacing it were uncomfortable flat vowels that grated on the ear. Given that Daleks spoke over two hundred and fifty languages, the adoption of such a dull voice was difficult to understand.

‘The chronicles are wrong. History has been rewritten to humiliate us,’ shrieked Seg. ‘Everything has been done to that end.’

Using a minute laser, Gelt unwrapped another Vodal Bar to console himself.

‘You do realise Gelt, they are compromising us with their calorific treats?’

Gelt didn’t reply. Instead he opened a panel at the top of his head casing and dropped the treat inside. It landed with a gentle thud.

‘You know they want us to sign a treaty with fifty articles?’ Seg was verging on a full rant.

‘They also want us to have open borders. Daleks have never had open borders. Uncontrolled boundaries are anathema to our race!’

Gelt swivelled his head cowling and gazed at Seg. ‘What do you want to happen?’ he asked quietly.

Seg exuded what sounded like a snort. ‘We must have freedom,’ he said. ‘The old times were better when we could parade, look powerful, make other populations bend to our will. War is what we do well.’

‘But now we must practise peace.’

Nobody really saw what happened next.

There was a loud vvvoooosssshh! and suddenly Gelt’s casing was on fire. His death was instant. Extinguishers were brought to bear, but they had little effect as the casing burned at an unnaturally high temperature. The flames spread and a massive number of the dome’s glass panels shattered killing and wounding many of the attendees.

It took a week to finally gain control of the conflagration. By the time it was completely extinguished, many of the delegates had returned home without signing the Treaty. This was unfortunate as the peace agreement would have served everyone well. Instead it collapsed and within a few months the Treaty’s participants were at war again.

Nobody ever did conduct a post mortem on Gelt and no one discovered how the glass dome had so easily collapsed. In fact the only thing anyone was certain of was the fact that huge parts of the Fifth Quadrant’s trading areas soon echoed with the Old Dalek mantra: ‘EXTERMINATE! EXTERMINATE! EXTERMINATE!’
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